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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately 
300 words less. 

Pillar 1:  Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships 

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office.  In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. A recent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters 
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top 
issues facing the City of Atlanta.  If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be 
specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the greatest issue facing your specific District and what strategies will you pursue to 
address it? And alternatively, how would you manage collaborating with your colleagues on 
difficult citywide issues versus representing your own constituents? 
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4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your 
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and 
parks infrastructure improvements.  How would you grade the City’s performance delivering 
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?  
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth  

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents? 
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected? 
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8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support 

redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the 
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta 
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you 
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years. 
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you 
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your 
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly? 
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue 

supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on 
private security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City  
 

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and 
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State? 
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?

District 11 Specific Question 

1�. District 11 spans areas targeted for transit expansion. How would you advocate for transparency 
in MARTA funding and advocate for neighborhood driven service improvements?
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	Question 1: As a native Atlantan, graduate of Atlanta Public Schools and a graduate of Morehouse College, I’ve spent much of my life serving the greater good of the City. Upon graduating college, I began my career as an Atlanta City Council staffer for Post 1 At-large. I later served as government affairs manager for the Atlanta Housing Authority, followed by a stint as executive director for the APS Board of Education. I also spent five years in the private sector as external affairs manager for Comcast Cable and regional director of government affairs for Starbucks Coffee. This experience, coupled with my civic engagement as a former member of the City of Atlanta Zoning Review Board, the BeltLine Affordable Housing Advisory Board, the Atlanta Youth Commission and other relevant board service roles, have given me a firsthand view into how the City of Atlanta operates and what it takes to advance its mission.   

I’m running for Atlanta City Council District 11, because I’m proof of what’s possible in Atlanta when good governmental policies, well-designed programs and thoughtful partnerships are brought to bear to lift disadvantaged residents into better circumstances. Today, Atlanta is at a pivotal moment where compassionate and capable leadership, collaboration, and accountability are required as we navigate toward the tremendous growth we are anticipating. 

I’m proud to have the support of so many of Atlanta’s greatest leaders, like Amb. Andrew Young, former Mayor Shirley Franklin, former City Council President Ceasar Mitchell, and current Councilmembers Matt Westmoreland and Jason Winston, 
	Question 2: Transportation: I want to prioritize a regional approach to modernizing infrastructure and strengthening coordination across MARTA and neighboring jurisdictions. Seamless and reliable transportation is critical to addressing affordability and access to jobs. The Campbellton Road Bus Rapid Transit project, which would connect Oakland City MARTA Station to the Greenbriar Mall commercial area, is one of the most critical transportation/infrastructure projects in the City of Atlanta. Seeing this project through to successful completion, is the number one transportation priorities for me. Homelessness: After experiencing and overcoming homelessness in my early teen years, my compassion for our unhoused community is strong. Atlanta must approach this issue compassionately, competently and innovatively. I applaud Mayor Dickens and the current Councilmembers for the initiative they’ve taken to create transitional housing opportunities like The Melody, a 40-unit project that utilizes converted shipping containers to provide rapid housing units. I also support these rapid housing efforts and the overall goal of bringing 500 additional units online by the end of this year. Affordable Housing: We must address affordability or our seniors and legacy residents, through initiatives like the “Senior Tax Abatement” and owner-occupied rehab programs to combat displacement.
	Question 3: The greatest challenge facing District 11is the lack of community and economic development. This issue has had a cyclical effect on the district in the areas of housing, public safety, food and nutrition access, healthcare access and transportation.   
To address these issues, I plan to review all existing zoning, development and transportation plans and develop strategies to begin implementing them. I plan to do this is coordination with the Mayor’s office and the other members of Council, to determine where there overlapping areas of opportunity with other districts and citywide initiatives. 
Lastly, but most importantly, I will collaborate with stakeholders from the communities and neighborhoods that comprise District 11, so that residents and business owners have a voice in the process of moving these plans into implementation.  

	Question 4: There is much room for improvement between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County, as we navigate through the difficult issues of Tax Allocation Districts and repurposing the Atlanta Detention Center for use by the County to house detainees. As a longtime civic leader and former government affairs executive, I have longstanding relationships with the Chair, several members of the Commission and the County Manager. I will use these existing relationships as an entry point to find common ground in advancing the City of Atlanta’s position on these contentious issues. I do believe the Tax Allocation Districts need to be extended and the County needs to remain a partner in them, as they are viable tools to strengthen the economic development of our underserved areas.   
While the roles and responsibilities of the City of Atlanta and Fulton County governments are distinct, both share one priority—the people. To address the current contention, I would advocate for quarterly joint meetings between elected and appointed leadership from both governments. Building stronger communication and regularly identifying areas of shared concern—such as public health, transportation, and public safety—will strengthen service delivery and build trust.

	Question 5: As a resident of Southwest Atlanta, where it has taken nearly 10 years to complete significant portions of the Cascade Complete Streets project, I’m disappointed that the Moving Atlanta Forward infrastructure program has also been moving at a delayed pace and has only expended0 10% of funding—according to a January 2025 audit. I would give the City a B- for project performance and a C for communication on this project, because I know major capital projects are complex, and while speed is desirable, it must not come at the expense of safety, efficiency, and long-term resilience. 
To move projects forward faster, I would work closely with the departments overseeing these initiatives to identify bottlenecks, improve public reporting, and build more transparency with residents on what’s working and what isn’t. Clearer communication builds trust, and sustained engagement helps ensure that these projects fulfill their intended purpose for generations to come.

	Question 6: To grow sustainably, Atlanta must diversify and strengthen its revenue streams. Options include expanding public-private partnerships, leveraging federal and state grants more aggressively, implementing innovative financing tools for infrastructure improvements, reviewing real estate assets to determine best uses and ensuring that development agreements consistently deliver community benefits.
Each funding source should be evaluated based on transparency, measurable community impact, long-term sustainability, and equity in reaching underserved communities.

	Question 7: As a largescale employer and people stakeholder, the City has a major role in closing the income inequality gaps among city residents. As a child, I was a direct beneficiary of smart policies and programs being deployed to lift disadvantaged families. These initiatives must be focused on education, digital reskilling, workforce training, and apprenticeships that connect residents to higher-paying jobs.
As a Councilmember, I would advocate for expanding job training programs in growth industries (i.e. fintech); deepening partnerships with trade schools, colleges, and major employers; and ensuring small businesses and entrepreneurs in every part of the city have access to capital and technical support to grow their businesses.

	Question 8: TADs have been an important tool in the revitalization of some of Atlanta’s underinvested corridors, and I support extending them. I also want to the TADs be managed efficiently and transparently. As we make the case to extend, I believe it is important to present information to stakeholders at the community and business levels on the successes and areas of opportunity across each of the ten (10) TADs. 
I believe strategy of transparent engagement coupled with showcasing the measurable success of TADs, getting the City of Atlanta, Fulton County, and Atlanta Public Schools aligned on extending the TADs for the shared benefit of all stakeholders.

	Question 9: The City of Atlanta Zoning Ordinance is one of these most important aspects of our municipal code, and this rewrite is an opportunity to shape how we will grow for the next generation 100 years. I fully support this effort to simplify the ordinance and making processes more accessible and understandable for residents and businesses.
I also believe we need significant investment in the City’s technology infrastructure to streamline permitting, communication, and compliance. My approach would include working with the Mayor and Council to engage with stakeholders from neighborhood and business groups on the proposed reforms while advancing a comprehensive retraining program for the City departments who will implement them.
Above all, zoning should balance growth with preservation—protecting the character of neighborhoods while creating opportunities for needed housing and responsible development. We can accomplish this by working together at all levels. 

	Question 10: There are several effective strategies to improve the supply of affordable housing in my district. I One strategy is provide developer incentives via Invest Atlanta, including capital funding, tax credits, city-owned/controlled land grants and infrastructure improvements.
The biggest barriers are outdated zoning ordinances, the limited supply of developable land, aging infrastructure, and a lack of private investment in amenities (restaurants, retail and entertainment) and lagging TAD funding. I’ll work to address these issues by supporting zoning reform, maintaining existing and creating new public-private development partnerships, and transparent community engagement to ensure housing meets residents’ needs, for senior residents, disadvantaged families and those in the workforce.

	Question 11: I believe increasing the number of rapid transitional housing units is the biggest area of improvement that the City can undertake to address our unhoused population. These units have proven to be a major success in other cities like Tampa, Florida, where the Mayor and a few Councilmembers recently visited to learn more about best practices in rapid housing. 
No single solution exists, but genuine partnerships are essential. The City must also continue to  work closely with nonprofit, public, and private partners to deliver coordinated services—not just funding—focusing on housing, healthcare, and supportive programs for lasting results.

	Question 12: As a former regional leader at a largescale retail company, I know all too well how burdensome the cost of private security can be to businesses. Leveraging the Public Safety Training Center is vital to making the City’s public safety systems more efficient.    
The Public Safety Training Center should be more than a facility; its curriculum and training culture must set new public safety standards. I will promote expanded training for officers, career development, and community engagement, reducing reliance on private security except where absolutely needed and/or required. 

	Question 13: The recent hire of General Manager Ricky Smith, who has more than 30 years of industry experience and most recently led the Maryland Aviation Authority, has been key in increasing Hartsfield-Jackson’s efficiency. Ensuring that GM Smith has every resource—people, time and funding—is critical to driving our airport into a successful future. Lastly, the current capital projects that are underway at Hartsfield-Jackson are also important to the future of its viability and completing them on-time and within budget are also important factors. 

	Question 14: Atlanta leads in water innovation, but aging infrastructure requires gradual technology upgrades and funding approaches that avoid major rate hikes. I support the incentivization of commercial and residential developments to implement sustainable water infrastructure (i.e. low-flow toilets and automatic sinks). Lastly,  support targeted investments and phased solutions to enhance our city-owned water and sewer infrastructure to ensure clean, reliable water for years to come.

	Question 15: The Campbellton Road BRT project is one of the most important aspects of District 11’s transportation future, as it has the propensity to create a halo-effect of new investment in the area. It is important that MARTA provides transparent, accurate and clear updates on this project’s funding, timelines and other components needed to complete it. The 83 bus route is one of the most frequented in the entire MARTA footprint, and the Campbellton BRT must be given the priority status it deserves. 



