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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately 
300 words less. 

Pillar 1:  Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships 

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office.  In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. A recent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters 
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top 
issues facing the City of Atlanta.  If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be 
specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the greatest issue facing your specific District and what strategies will you pursue to 
address it? And alternatively, how would you manage collaborating with your colleagues on 
difficult citywide issues versus representing your own constituents? 
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4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your 
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and 
parks infrastructure improvements.  How would you grade the City’s performance delivering 
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?  
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth  

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents? 
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2025 Written Questionnaire 

Page 7 of 10 
 

 
8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support 

redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the 
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta 
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you 
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years. 
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you 
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your 
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly? 
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue 

supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on 
private security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City  
 

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and 
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State? 
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?

District 7 Specific Question 

�5� With new leadership representing District 7 for the first time in almost 25 years, what first steps
do you feel are most important for your first 90 days in office?


	Untitled

	Question 1: I believe in the power of government to be a force for good and the importance of public service. Atlanta needs leaders who are innovative, pragmatic problem solvers, who are committed to serving the community, who are not seeking personal gain, who are responsive and straightforward communicators, and who welcome transparency and accountability. My experience as an attorney, an executive with Piedmont Healthcare, a former government staffer and father will serve the city well. I have spent my career making big systems work better for people. Now I’m all in on delivering real progress for our neighborhoods, our businesses and our families.

I am clear about the opportunities and challenges that face the city and District 7. From reliable infrastructure, to public safety, to improved transit, connectivity, to economic growth and housing affordability, I will bring thoughtful and collaborative leadership to bear. I am committed to an Atlanta that values everyone from their first years through their golden years and works to provide opportunities for success to residents.

I am honored to be endorsed outgoing Council member Howard Shook, Mayor Dickens' Chief of Staff Courtney English, and the Atlanta Prof. Firefighters (IAFF Local 134). After completing his process, I expect Mayor Dickens' endorsement in late September.  Their early support for my candidacy humbles and inspires me. I share the Mayor’s governing approach of “drawing circles, not lines” and Howard’s endorsement means I can rely on on his decades of service and knowledge of what’s working in D7 and what needs fixing to hit the ground running.
	Question 2: Each of these three issues are deeply connected and none occurs in a vacuum.  We must approach them with urgency and long-term vision.

1: Atlanta cannot thrive if people can’t move efficiently through our City. The City's relationship with MARTA must be reset and strengthened.  I'm uniquely qualified to champion that. I would also like to champion Special Services Districts to realize alternative funding sources for MARTA to increase east-west connectivity and build Beltline infill stations. I would also partner with employers and neighborhoods to advocate for flexible transit passes and smart traffic technology to reduce congestion.

2: Compassion coupled with accountability must guide our approach.  Rapid rehousing programs must be expanded, but the key to addressing this issue is ensuring wraparound services (mental health care, addiction treatment, and job placement) are in place and sustainable.  The City must strengthen relationships with the nonprofits doing this work, while streamlining city processes that sometimes create bottlenecks. Our goal cannot be to push people from one corner of the City to another, but to help them stabilize and regain independence.  

3: It must be said out loud: too many Atlantans are being priced out of the city they call home.  I support inclusionary zoning policies that will ensure new developments set aside affordable units.  Naturally occurring affordable housing in existing neighborhoods should also receive incentives and public-private partnerships must expand.
	Question 3: Conversations with residents in every district neighborhood confirm that infrastructure - both above ground and below - is the priority. We need better maintained roads and sidewalks, improved traffic calming and safety measures, clean and reliable water, accurate water bills, upgraded sewer and stormwater systems that don't flood our neighborhoods and close down our roads and parks, and we need a fully built-out Beltline loop and trails. I will work closely with Atlanta DOT and the Department of Watershed Management to leverage existing budgets with outside partnerships and available state and federal funding. The funding support from GDOT to finish Path400 is a great example.

As it relates to collaborating with my colleagues on Council, I believe that Council members must get to know each other as human beings and neighbors and do so in the parts of the City beyond our Council district borders.  I commit to spending time with my colleagues in their districts, at least one new district each month, on an ongoing basis.  I will also invite my colleagues to spend time getting to know me and District 7 at events and in my home and constituents' homes.  Building those personal relationships is essential to building trust.  And trust is what is required to work collaboratively even if and when we disagree with one another.  
	Question 4: The relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County is broken and needs to be fixed.  The City's success and the County's success are inextricably linked.  The relationship between the two should be defined by collaboration rather than conflict to best deliver for the people we serve.  

First, I would advocate for structured collaboration through joint working sessions between the Council and the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, including key department heads to address shared responsibilities.  Second, I would push to renegotiate all written intergovernmental agreements to clarify who is responsible for what.  Many of the disagreements between the City and the County stem from blurred authority.  Lastly, I will come to the Council with a personal mindset of partnership, not rivalry when viewing the County.  By focusing on common goals, we can rebuild trust and deliver better results.  

A stronger relationship between Atlanta and Fulton County would lead to more efficient services, reduced costs to taxpayers, and a safer, healthier Atlanta for all.  
	Question 5: I would give the City a B- on delivering the projects that voters overwhelmingly approved in 2022.  We showed trust and urgency by approving this funding, but the pace of implementation has been far too slow.  Residents deserve to see results, not just promises, plans and more plans.  I believe the delays stem from two main issues: inefficient project management and bureaucratic bottlenecks.  Too often, projects get stuck in the design or procurement phase for years before shovels ever hit the ground.  That erodes public trust and drives up costs because we all know that everything is getting more expensive.  

To accelerate delivery, I would push for three concrete reforms.  First, we need to show transparent accountability by fully implementing and regularly updating the public-facing project dashboard that tracks progress on every project funded by these referendums.  Second, the City should create a dedicated Project Delivery Office with experienced project managers who are empowered to cut through red tape and keep projects moving.  Currently, responsibility is too fragmented across multiple City departments, leading to duplication and delay.  Finally, prioritization ought to be put back into the hands of the community.  Because these projects have direct daily impacts on neighborhoods, residents of those neighborhoods must have input to ensure the highest-priority projects are completed first, rather than allowing lower-impact projects to jump the line.   
	Question 6: In every funding vote, I have supported MOST, TSPLOST, and MORE MARTA SPLOST.  That said, with a sales tax rate of 8.9% now within the City, we must be careful that Atlanta's tax rate does not become regressive.  Recognizing that there is a limit to an acceptable sales tax burden, I believe the City must first explore the "low hanging fruit" for funding streams and then proceed to exploring new funding opportunities.  

First, the City should conduct a "soup to nuts" review of all permit, license, and impact fees.  My understanding is that there has not been a complete update of all fees since the mid-1990s.  While bringing all fees to 2025-appropriate levels would not realize hundreds of millions of dollars, it would certainly realize multiple millions.  Second, Atlanta must expand targeted revenue tools tied directly to growth.  Options include new development impact fees to ensure new projects help pay for the infrastructure they require, expanded use of tax allocation districts (TADs) in areas where growth is booming, expanded use of Special Services Districts (SSDs) in areas where a need is identified and the local area is serious about getting it funded, and public-private partnerships to leverage private investment in public goods.  These tools allow us to grow responsibly without shifting the full burden onto existing residents.   
	Question 7: Atlanta is a city of tremendous opportunity, but also of deep inequities. We must address this head-on. City Hall can't and shouldn't replace the private sector, but we should create conditions where educational opportunities are not limited by zip code, hard work is rewarded, small businesses can thrive, and every resident has a fair shot at success.

On workforce development, Atlanta should expand partnerships with local colleges, technical colleges, and employers to connect residents with training programs that lead to good-paying jobs. From logistics to healthcare to technology, our economy is diversifying, and our residents would benefit from pathways to careers in these fields.

Second, we need to support small business growth, particularly in neighborhoods where opportunity has lagged. That means cutting red tape, streamlining permitting, and offering targeted support for entrepreneurs who want to invest in their own communities. Small businesses are the backbone of Atlanta’s economy, and their success is a proven way to build wealth locally.

Third, housing stability is critical. Rising rents and housing costs push working families to the margins. I support pragmatic policies that increase the supply of affordable housing without compromising neighborhood character.

Finally, we must be responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars. Every program should be measured by outcomes, not intentions. As a Council member, I will advance common-sense solutions that expand opportunity, reward work, and keep Atlanta a city where all residents, regardless of zip code, can prosper.  
	Question 8: I support the use of Tax Allocation Districts. They are effective tools for sparking redevelopment, attracting private investment, and revitalizing neighborhoods. Projects like the Beltline and Atlantic Station show how transformative TADs can be when used as intended—to jumpstart growth and improve quality of life. TADs weren’t designed to last forever. If we extend them in perpetuity, we take critical revenue away from the City’s general fund—the fund that pays for police, fire, sanitation, parks, and other core services. At their best, TADs are catalysts; they help get projects off the ground, create momentum, and generate new tax revenue. Once that revenue is flowing, it should go back into the general fund to benefit the entire city, not just a single development area. 

On Council, I’ll support their continued use but will expect visible results. And, I will fight to ensure that they expire on schedule and only vote to extend them in case-by-case circumstances so that all Atlantans share in the benefits of growth. This balanced approach will allow us to keep TADs as a powerful tool for progress while protecting the resources that sustain every neighborhood across our city. Lastly, I intend to be a partner with the elected leaders at Fulton County and the Board of Education. When it comes to long-term funding and redirection of revenue, I respect the roles and authority of each entity.

	Question 9: Atlanta is at a pivotal moment with the Zoning 2.0 rewrite because we need a zoning framework that prepares us for the future without losing sight of what makes our city vibrant, livable, and uniquely ours. We must create a framework that encourages smart, sustainable development with appropriate density to meet our needs, while also protecting the character of our neighborhoods.

First, we must make room for thoughtful density near transit corridors and job centers. This will help address housing affordability, reduce congestion, and expand access to opportunities. At the same time, we should be deliberate in protecting the unique fabric of existing neighborhoods. Our zoning code should prevent “one-size-fits-all” solutions that erase the qualities that make Atlanta special.

Second, our tree canopy—the largest of any major U.S. city—is one of Atlanta’s defining features and must be a priority in the new code. Development and preservation should not be competing goals. Through clear, enforceable protections and incentives for green infrastructure, we can grow responsibly while safeguarding our natural assets and public health.

Finally, the zoning rewrite must be clear, consistent, and accessible to all. A code that is overly complex or difficult to interpret only breeds confusion, delays, and inequities in enforcement. Transparency will build trust and encourage investment.

As a City Council member, I would approach land use and zoning decisions with balance and fairness. That means weighing the benefits of growth against the needs of current residents, ensuring that community voices are heard early in the process.
	Question 10: Atlanta’s housing challenge is clear: the cost of living is rising faster than wages, and families are being priced out of the very neighborhoods they helped build. We must take a balanced, creative approach to increasing affordable housing supply while preserving the character of our city.

One strategy is leveraging publicly owned land for mixed-use, mixed-income development. For example, MARTA holds valuable property along Piedmont in Lindbergh/Morosgo that could be transformed into a project that includes affordable housing alongside retail, green space, and transit. By partnering with MARTA and developers, we can create housing that serves a range of income levels while enhancing connectivity and walkability.

Another strategy is incentivizing developers to include affordable units in new construction—particularly near transit corridors and job centers—by offering density bonuses or streamlined approvals. This ensures growth contributes directly to affordability rather than driving displacement.

The biggest barriers we face are cost and community trust. Land is expensive, and financing affordable units often requires complex PPPs. Just as importantly, residents are rightfully concerned about preserving neighborhood character and ensuring new projects don’t overwhelm infrastructure.

I will work to overcome these barriers by prioritizing transparent, community-driven planning processes and insisting on accountability from all who receive city incentives. District 7 can model how smart, inclusive growth is possible—expanding affordable housing in a way that keeps our neighborhoods both strong and welcoming to all.
	Question 11: The single biggest investment Atlanta can make to address unsheltered homelessness is the creation of a coordinated housing-and-services pipeline that combines affordable housing with wraparound supports. Homelessness is not just a housing problem and it doesn't occur in a vacuum; it is also a mental health and addiction crisis. Unless we address the root causes, we will never solve it.
That means pairing permanent supportive housing with access to mental health treatment, addiction recovery programs, and job training. Housing first is critical, but housing alone is not enough. People need stability, but they also need the tools and support to get back on their feet, or it will just be a rotating door.

To achieve this, the City should prioritize partnerships—with Fulton County, state agencies, nonprofits, hospitals, and the private sector—to pool resources and coordinate care. No one entity can solve homelessness on its own. By aligning services, funding, and accountability, we can maximize impact and reduce duplication.

The biggest barrier is fragmentation. Too often, services are siloed, funding streams are scattered, and those in need fall through the cracks. My approach as a Council member will be to push for a centralized strategy that brings providers to the same table and measures success by outcomes—fewer people living on our streets, more people connected to treatment, and more pathways into stable housing.

Atlanta has the compassion and the capacity to solve this crisis. What we need now is the coordination and commitment to see it through.

	Question 12: As a current member of the Atlanta Police Foundation Board, I’ve seen firsthand the progress we’ve made in the Atlanta Police Department: retention is up, attrition is down, and we are steadily marching toward the goal of 2,000 sworn officers. The next step is to use the Training Center as a recruitment tool to get us to our goal faster and to ensure those officers are well-trained, well-supported, and embedded in community-focused policing.

The Training Center is a critical asset to achieving this. By providing state-of-the-art training, we can better prepare our officers for the complex challenges they face—whether de-escalation, crisis intervention, or community engagement. This not only builds trust with residents but also strengthens officer safety and morale, which directly supports retention.

Beyond training, the Center serves as a hub for collaboration with fire, EMS, Public Works, APS, and regional partners, improving coordination across all municipal services, not just public safety. A stronger, unified response reduces the need for neighborhoods and businesses to turn to private security because they can count on a well-staffed, well-prepared police force who know their communities and their community's needs and aspirations.

As a Council member, I will leverage my experience with the Foundation to ensure the city maximizes this investment, aligns resources toward sustainable staffing levels, and keeps public safety a core responsibility of local government—not something outsourced. Safe communities require accountable, effective public safety we can all rely on.

	Question 13: Hartsfield-Jackson is not just Atlanta’s airport; it is one of the most important economic engines for the entire state and a global gateway. With 60,000+ employees, its success drives tourism, commerce, and investment far beyond the city limits. Protecting and strengthening this asset must remain one of the City's top priorities.

Most importantly, we must protect the airport from state intervention. Local control has been the foundation of Hartsfield-Jackson’s success, and any attempt to politicize or disrupt its governance threatens the stability and efficiency that make it the world's busiest. Atlanta’s stewardship has proven effective, and we should continue to manage the airport with professionalism, transparency, and accountability.

Operationally, we must continue to invest in infrastructure like modernizing terminals, expanding capacity, and improving safety and security standards. Technology upgrades that streamline passenger experience, from check-in to security to baggage, are essential to maintaining our competitive edge.

Equally important, we must ensure the airport remains a leader in sustainability and resilience. That means investing in green infrastructure, renewable energy, and efficient ground transportation connections that keep the airport accessible while reducing environmental impacts.

If elected, I will leverage my extensive relationships at the State to preserve local control while also ensuring that the airport continues to generate jobs and opportunities for Atlantans.  A strong Hartsfield-Jackson means a stronger Atlanta, a stronger Georgia, and continued leadership on the world stage.
	Question 14: Atlanta’s water infrastructure is one of the most critical challenges we face, perhaps the biggest.  Unlike many cities, our situation is made even more complex by our history. In too many cases, we don’t even know exactly where certain pipes and connections are located because records were destroyed, incomplete, or never properly documented. That reality makes planning and execution more difficult, but it also makes the need for action even more urgent.

First, we need a comprehensive mapping and surveying initiative to build an accurate picture of what we have underground. Without that baseline, every repair or replacement project becomes more costly and less predictable. Using modern technology, like GIS mapping, sensors, and data analytics, we can start to close those knowledge gaps.

Second, we must commit to a long-term capital improvement plan that prioritizes replacement of the oldest and most vulnerable lines, while also upgrading capacity to meet the demands of a growing population and business community. Federal and state funding opportunities should be aggressively pursued to help offset local costs, and partnerships with regional authorities can strengthen resilience across metro Atlanta.

Finally, we need transparency. Ratepayers deserve to know, in real time, where their dollars are going and how progress is being measured. As a Council member, I will advocate for clear timelines, honest communication, and accountability so Atlantans can trust we are investing wisely in this critical system.  Reliable water isn’t optional.  It’s the foundation for living and working in the City of Atlanta.

	Question 15: During the course of the campaign, I have a plan and schedule to meet with neighbors and businesses in each of the 10 neighborhoods in District 7 in backyard Meet & Greets.  Even more will occur in each City park and at local businesses. My commitment - every day I am on the campaign trail and in office - is to listen and learn. My first 90 days in office will continue in that vein. I will request meetings with the city's CFO and City Attorney, both dual reports to the Mayor and the City Council, to better understand the city's financial position and any significant legal issues. I will also request meetings with the Commissioners of the major departments and the Chiefs of Police and Fire.

And while the departure of Council member Shook will leave a gap in District 7's ability to "punch above its weight" on Council, I am committed to investing the time necessary early to build strong, collaborative relationships with my Council colleagues and developing policy and Council-procedural expertise so I can effectively represent District 7.    

As I have done during my service on the MARTA Board of Directors, Atlanta Police Foundation Board, The YMCA of Metro Atlanta Board, and the Judicial Nominating Commission, I will approach Atlanta's complex challenges with persistence and humility. Leadership is not about having all the answers from the outset, but about asking the right questions. My commitment is to do the homework, listen to the people I represent and deliver results for District 7.


