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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately 
300 words less. 

Pillar 1:  Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships 

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office.  In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. A recent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top
issues facing the City of Atlanta.  If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be
specific.

3. How do you view the unique responsibilities of an At-Large City Council seat compared to District-
specific roles?
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4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your 
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and 
parks infrastructure improvements.  How would you grade the City’s performance delivering 
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?  
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth  

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents? 
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected? 
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8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support 

redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the 
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta 
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you 
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years. 
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you 
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your 
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly? 
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue 

supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on 
private security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City  
 

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and 
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State? 
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?
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	Question 1: I am qualified to serve the residents of Atlanta because I have been capably leading both as a district and at-large member for more than 20 years. I am dedicated to ensuring that the legislative policies, including the City's annual budget, reflect the values, needs, and aspirations of this great city and her people. My institutional knowledge, governance background, and unwavering dedication have been assets that have grounded and enhanced the City's legislative body.

I have been a prolific legislator in both seats, successfully authoring and coauthoring record numbers of meaningful legislation for the citizens of Atlanta that have positively impacted every neighborhood, NPU, and Council District. I have championed affordable housing and community development initiatives including requiring the City to analyze all City-owned parcels and make them available for affordable housing development, the creation of the Summerhill Community Trust Fund (capitalized at $5 million), Affordable Housing Impact Statements, $50 million Homeless Opportunity Project, Westside Tax Abatement for indigent residents—a 20 year property tax abatement program, and most recently, and the floating homestead exemption for residential property owners which caps annual property tax increases for homesteaded residential properties to 3% or the CPI whichever is less. 


Three Active Supporters:
a.	The Honorable Andrew Young, former Mayor, City of Atlanta
b.	The Honorable Roy Barnes, former Governor, State of Georgia
d.	The Honorable Nan Orrock, GA State Senator

I am highlighting the above three legislators because of their experience, magnanimous lea
	Question 2: Housing Atlanta residents is a critical matter. Earlier this year, I introduced legislation to study the creation of an affordable housing authority that would focus expressly on affordability and the unhoused, because HUD’s rules prevent AHA from building housing for the unhoused. A new authority would focus on the use of public land dedicated to housing affordability, without the need or intent to generate a profit. Also, I have twice authored the City’s legislation for housing bond and I believe this effort should continue. I passed legislation requesting MARTA to study allowing Atlanta residents (only) to ride MARTA trains and buses for free. This initiative would increase MARTA ridership, relieve some of the heavily traveled vehicle corridors, and improve our EPA attainment compliance for the Clean Air Act. 
	Question 4: I am the chief advocate for City-County partnerships on the City Council and will continue to push for cooperation.  I believe in the “Atlanta Way” and that the City and County should work cooperatively on numerous governance matters because ninety percent of Atlantans reside in Fulton County and Atlanta comprises three-fifths of the land area in Fulton County. These governments have a long history of working cooperatively in the public safety and justice space. They previously had a partnership in the public safety sphere that lasted for more than 30 years; it was an integrated court system. The Atlanta Municipal Court, which has a special designation that allows it to function like a State Court, received all arrestees and would hold first appearance hearings and or jury trials—diverting thousands of cases from the County’s judicial system. The partnership also helped to lessen the number of detainees at the Fulton County Jail. This arrangement had obvious benefits. The two governments also have a joint diversion center and a water treatment plant. This existing cooperation should be expanded. 


	Question 6: Having regular reviews of existing revenue streams is the key to ensuring that the City is best positioned to grow.  The current revenue streams should be evaluated, including property tax valuations for business and residential properties.  Also, we need to determine how our sales are affecting our competitiveness. Ensuring that Atlanta is competing for and winning federal and other grants at the rate of peer cities is important. I am fiscally conservative, generally, and believe that we should work smarter and more efficiently to do more so that routine tax increases are not necessary. Keeping Atlanta affordable allows us to continue to attract businesses and new industries. We must be sure that new revenue streams don’t lessen affordability for residents. 

	Question 8: I created the Atlantic Station and Westside Tax Allocations Districts (TADs) and fully support extending TADs in the city. The City must work with Fulton County and the Atlanta Public Schools throughout the life of the TADs and not just when the TADS reach the end of their cycle. We must also effectively communicate the benefits of the TADs with our partners who give up an increment to fund them. Each government benefits from the increased revenue that is generated by the enhanced property valuations that result from development in the TAD. 
	Question 10: I would continue the use of Housing Opportunity Bonds, which have generated more than $300 million to address housing affordability and homelessness. I authored and co-authored the $50 million and $100 million Housing Opportunity Bonds—the largest in the City’s history for this purpose. The greatest barrier to housing is land acquisition costs, and now, the cost of building materials. I authored legislation to identify all vacant City properties that are available for mixed and low-income housing. Offering the land at a low cost to non-profit developers would grant these nonprofits a head start on these projects. Lastly, I passed legislation urging all City entities to work collaboratively and share resources to build and finance affordable housing units of all kinds on the available public lands.
	Question 12: I was a firm supporter of the Public Safety Training Center (PSTC) and believe that it was a necessary improvement that the City had to make. Being the author of legislation that gave Atlanta Police Officers their highest raise, I know the value of our law enforcement and EMS personnel. Since the PSTC has opened, morale is up, recruitment is up, applications are up and most importantly, the retention of officers is up and steady. For decades, APD had been the “trainer” for the region’s law enforcement. New recruits received the best training from APD—always the #1 or #2 police academy in the country. Unfortunately, due to poor working conditions or lower salaries, the recruits would leave after just a few years, taking APD’s investment elsewhere—the biggest drain on staff. That has changed now. Building on these improvements is essential to maintain this positive turnaround. I was also proud to pass legislation to enhance security in City parks using APD and other sworn officers of direct jurisdiction to supplement existing APD patrols in the parks. This has had a positive impact on safety and on our residents. APD has a goal of 2K officers. With these and other improvements and incentives like the take home vehicle program, APD will reach the goal. Regarding private security,  I don’t see how private companies can move away from employing private security due to increasing threats, active shooter situations and terrorism.
	Question 14: I would propose an ongoing survey and repair program that assesses and catalogs all parts of the water system including the age and lifespan of the equipment. We can no longer afford to only make improvements when there are system failures. A repair and replacement schedule should be based on assessment findings and related factors. The system needs to adjust for growth and density related to new intown developments. Changes in zoning and large scale land use should always trigger an evaluation of the system. This will allow residents and businesses to know what to expect when work schedules are forecasted far in advance of construction disruptions. Standardizing the evaluation, maintenance and repairs will help to alleviate future problems and maintain a healthy water system.
	Question 3: I have served in both roles and understand that legislators serving in a citywide seat bear the unique responsibility of representing, listening to, and responding to a much broader demographic of residents. District representation often presents more issues specific to a particular neighborhood, whereas serving at-large requires broader policy knowledge, the ability to fairly represent very different perspectives. Balancing the needs and opinions of all city residents requires an experienced leader with strong government knowledge and the ability to bring people together.  Dr. King said that this type of leadership molds consensus.
	Question 5: 5. In 2022, the City Council voted to increase the millage rate for  the Park Improvement Fund which resulted in the fulfillment of a backlog of infrastructure needs (security cameras, and capital and recreational improvements). These projects have been progressing moderately well. A change in the leadership of the Atlanta Transportation Department (ATL DOT) seems to have caused a delay in the implementation of the transportation program. The MARTA projects are the worst of the lot. Greater accountability from MARTA is required because delays have caused significant price increases. ATL DOT has been given clear direction that the delayed projects must be completed. I recommend that there be a joint oversight body comprised of engineers, construction industry leaders, and transportation experts to oversee the contracts, review change orders and the execution of the MARTA projects. 
	Question 7: The City of Atlanta needs to maximize its workforce development operations, including but not limited to expanding the youth employment program. We must provide year-round employment opportunities to students in Title 1 Schools. The City of Atlanta should partner with Atlanta Public Schools to supplement a year-round free lunch and other wraparound services. Since the City and APS are already partners on the use of parks space, we should also collaborate on providing STEM, vocational, and AI certifications that high school students could earn for job readiness upon graduation. Another economic support is the ability to get to and from work, etc., on our local mass transit system. I passed legislation, 22-O-1274, requesting MARTA to study free ridership for Atlanta residents. These initiatives can substantially build child wellness and provide higher-wage, career-ready opportunities that have future mobility.
	Question 9: The City of Atlanta Zoning Code is decades old and needs to be updated. As legislators, we must ensure that zoning accurately reflects how the city has changed over time. The new zoning code should also include categories for what Atlanta would like to become in the future. Residents should be “at the table” to help create this future vision of Atlanta. Like Mayor Maynard Jackson, who established the Neighborhood Planning Unit system, in large part to allow resident input on zoning matters, I, too, believe in the full participation of our residents. 
	Question 11: I would reference my previous answers and add that regional cooperation is needed. Being unhoused is not simply an Atlanta challenge, it is a national issue. The City should lobby HUD to change its policies about disallowing federal funds to be used for the development of housing for the unhoused. 
	Question 13: I passed legislation to create the HJAIA Taskforce comprised of airport administrators, APD, concessionaires/vendors, and other stakeholders to address business needs and concerns, public safety, operational policies and procedures and cleanliness. The Taskforce has met for two years with great results which have reduced crime at the airport and improved policies and communications between stakeholders in service to customers. In addition to enhancing the customer experience, the changes have also aided in the retention of airport employees. The Taskforce made recommendations that have humanely dealt with the issue of the unhoused that frequented the airport. Because of these great results, the Taskforce is now a permanent committee.


