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Committee for a Better Atlanta

2025 Written Questionnaire

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately
300 words less.

Pillar 1: Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office. In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.

My name is Liliana Bakhtiari, & | am running for my second term on the Atlanta City Council. | am
deeply rooted in Atlanta,& my personal and professional experiences have prepared me to serve as
our City Councilmember. As a lifelong Atlantan & the child of Iranian immigrants, | understand the
diverse communities that make our city vibrant. Before taking office, | spent over a decade in nonprofit
& public health roles, including at Planned Parenthood Southeast & Partners for Home. I've also
advocated globally on issues like environmental justice, women’s health, & displaced communities, just
last year speaking at the United Nations regarding global advocacy for women.

Since taking office in 2022, I've pursued a people-first agenda, passing legislation securing $15 million
for deeply affordable housing, leading infrastructure improvements, and championing environmental
resilience initiatives, including Atlanta’s first Heat Vulnerability Assessment and reflective “Cool Roof”
legislation. | am running for re-election to continue building a more equitable and inclusive Atlanta,
where every resident has access to safe housing, thriving public spaces, sustainable infrastructure,
and the resources needed to live with dignity. My candidacy is supported by the Atlanta Professional
Fire Fighters, Atlanta-North Georgia Labor Council, and the Atlanta Realtors. Each of these
organizations are instrumental in some of our city’s most important sectors, public safety, workforce,
and housing. | am honored to have earned each of their support, as well as the support of countless
individuals from across Southeast Atlanta.
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2. Arecent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top
issues facing the City of Atlanta. If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be
specific.

In my first term as our City Councilmember, | have prioritized the very issues that Atlanta voters care about most.
To address housing affordability, I've worked to ensure that residential developments receiving city subsidies
accept Housing Choice Vouchers, expanding access for low-income residents. We've also directed over $10
million to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, prioritizing workforce housing so essential City employees can live
in the communities they serve. On unsheltered homelessness, | launched Atlanta’s first neighborhood-based
case management pilot, called for a full procedural review on encampment clearings, created a homelessness
task force, and secured $1 million for HOPE Atlanta to support displacement prevention efforts. Recognizing that
data drives policy, | also pushed for a timely summer headcount of our unhoused population—published within
three months—to better align outreach and service deployment. For transportation, | have focused my efforts on
neighborhood connectivity, delivering on projects like the Trolley Line Trail, and expanding safe routes to school,
ADA infrastructure, and multimodal connectivity between neighborhoods. I'm committed to equity and
accessibility in our transit infrastructure, ensuring that mobility improvements reach underserved areas.

Looking ahead, | will expand neighborhood-based case management citywide, increase funding for the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund, and continue advocating for policies that connect transportation, housing, and
community development. These efforts are about creating an Atlanta where everyone has what they need to
thrive.

3. What is the greatest issue facing your specific District and what strategies will you pursue to
address it? And alternatively, how would you manage collaborating with your colleagues on
difficult citywide issues versus representing your own constituents?

As our City Councilmember for District 5, | know the greatest challenges facing Southeast Atlanta
mirror those facing our city as a whole. Rapid development is driving up housing costs, so I'm working
to reduce impact fees for affordable housing projects and support creative conversions of existing
buildings into mixed-income housing. Public safety is also a priority. | believe in data-driven
approaches and stronger community-police relationships to keep our neighborhoods safe while
ensuring transparency and accountability. Homelessness affects too many of our neighbors. I've
pushed for a moratorium on encampment clearings while we develop more humane solutions,
including small-scale rapid rehousing projects. Finally, to make our district more resilient, I've
championed “cool roof” requirements for new and renovated buildings to help fight the urban heat
island effect. Through these efforts, | often work in lockstep with my Council colleagues as we work to
address these systemic issues for our City as a whole. | am grateful to have good working relationships
with each of my colleagues, and though we do not always agree on every initiative, our common aim of
serving our residents drives us toward collaboration and healthy compromise toward the greater good.
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4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for?

The relationship between the City of Atlanta & Fulton County is essential to serving our residents
effectively. Both governments share responsibility for key resident services but overlapping authority
can sometimes create confusion or inefficiencies. My focus as a councilmember is on building strong,
collaborative partnerships with county officials to ensure our communities get the resources & attention
they deserve. | prioritize open communication, trust, and structured collaboration in all of my
intergovernmental relationships. Ideally, that means creating regular channels for dialogue, establishing
joint task forces on issues like homelessness, transportation, and public safety, and aligning city and
county efforts so that we're not mismanaging resources. This is unfortunately not always a reality. |
have personally invested my time in fostering these relationships with each County Commissioner
hoping that if we coordinate proactively, we can maximize our resources and deliver better results for
residents. | also believe in advocating for formal agreements that clearly define the roles and
responsibilities of city and county governments, as evidenced by my extensive efforts on the jail lease
to Fulton County. By structuring our intergovernmental agreements with accountability measures, we
can prevent wasted resources and strengthen public trust. Through stewardship of this relationship, we
can build a genuine partnership where Atlanta and Fulton County work together efficiently, equitably,
and strategically to solve problems and improve the lives of everyone who calls this city home.

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and
parks infrastructure improvements. How would you grade the City’s performance delivering
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?

| would grade the City’s performance delivering the 2022 transportation, public safety, and parks
projects a “C.” Voters approved these measures expecting real, timely improvements to our streets,
sidewalks, transit, public safety facilities, and parks. While some progress has been made, far too
many projects are delayed due to contracting, permitting, and coordination bottlenecks. These delays
hurt public trust and slow the impact of the investments Atlanta residents voted for.

To get projects moving faster, | will focus my efforts on transparency, efficiency, and accountability.
That means publishing clear, updated timelines and dashboards so residents can track progress,
streamlining procurement and permitting processes to reduce months-long delays, and holding city
staff and contractors accountable with measurable benchmarks tied to deadlines and budgets. Equally
important is community engagement. When residents are involved early, we prevent costly redesigns
and ensure projects truly meet the needs of the neighborhoods they serve. Atlanta deserves
infrastructure that works for all of us, delivered on time and on budget. By prioritizing transparency,
coordination, and accountability, we can make sure the investments voters approved in 2022 translate
into the streets, transit, parks, and public safety improvements our city needs.
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?

To continue to support Atlanta’s growth, we need to diversify our funding streams to invest in
infrastructure, housing, economic mobility, and sustainability. First, we should always look for
opportunities to leverage federal funds like those from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and
the American Rescue Plan. Under the current presidential administration, we are projecting that many
of these programs may be cut, so we must also look toward expanding public-private partnerships. For
example, innovative models, such as the Atlanta Urban Development Corporation, have leveraged
publicly owned land to attract private investment for affordable housing. These partnerships can be
expanded to include infrastructure and community development projects. Additionally, special tax
districts can generate dedicated revenue streams for specific projects, ensuring sustainable
maintenance and operations. A great example is the Stitch park. It is important that we evaluate these
opportunities based on equity to ensure historically underserved communities benefit, and to couple
them with investment in training and resources so that we can effectively manage and utilize this
funding, while also implementing systems to regularly assess the impact of funded projects and make
adjustments as needed to meet evolving community needs. By taking this approach, we can grow
Atlanta in ways that are inclusive, innovative, and sustainable for all residents.

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents?
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?

As a City Councilmember, | believe the City of Atlanta has a critical role in addressing income
inequality by ensuring that all residents have access to economic opportunity, safe neighborhoods, and
affordable housing. Income inequality isn’t just a numbers issue—it’s a quality-of-life issue, affecting
education, health, and mobility across our city. | would advance strategies that focus on building
economic power from the ground up. This includes supporting small and locally owned businesses,
particularly those led by women and Black and brown entrepreneurs, through targeted grants, technical
assistance, and access to city contracts. | also support workforce development programs that connect
residents with living-wage jobs in growth industries, alongside apprenticeships that create long-term
career pathways. Housing is central to economic equity. | will continue to advocate for policies that
expand affordable housing and prevent displacement, ensuring that residents aren’t forced out of their
communities as the city grows. Coupled with a housing-first approach, we can help reduce financial
precarity for families and individuals experiencing homelessness. Additionally, | believe the city should
use its tools to close gaps in wealth-building, such as incentivizing inclusive development projects,
improving public transit to connect residents to economic opportunities, and supporting access to
financial literacy and small business resources. Ultimately, reducing income inequality requires a
holistic approach—investing in people, protecting communities, and ensuring that Atlanta’s growth
benefits everyone, not just a few.
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8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support
redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively?

| support using Tax Allocation Districts as a tool for equitable redevelopment, but only when they
benefit the communities most affected by growth and change. Extending or expanding TADs must be
done thoughtfully, with transparency and accountability, ensuring that residents see real improvements
in infrastructure, housing, and local services. Successfully navigating these intergovernmental
partnerships requires building strong relationships with Fulton County and Atlanta Public Schools,
centering collaboration, and prioritizing shared goals. We cannot expect buy-in from our
intergovernmental partners for decade-long extensions without mechanisms to ensure follow-through
on the funded projects. In my next term, | will advocate for regular communication, joint planning
sessions, and community engagement to make sure that TADs serve the public good and do not divert
resources from essential city and school services.

Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years.
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly?

Atlanta’s Zoning 2.0 rewrite is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to shape how Atlanta grows and for
whom. As our council member, | am committed to prioritizing equity, clarity, and sustainable growth in the
process. First, we must expand housing options by enabling accessory dwelling units, “missing middle”
housing, & small multifamily developments, especially where affordability is out of reach. However, this
must be balanced with respect for neighborhood character and green infrastructure, including protections
for Atlanta’s vital tree canopy. Ideally, the new zoning code will be simplified, user-friendly, and
accessible, using plain language and diagrams to demystify regulations and make building in Atlanta
more “user-friendly”. A modern, flexible system, like “zoning strings” that separate use, form, & frontage,
can allow for context-sensitive development while avoiding one-size-fits-all mandates. At the same time,
we must ensure transparency & public trust through inclusive, citywide engagement. | am committed to
expanding the conversation to include historically underrepresented voices through forums and town halls
in my district. | will also advocate for strong environmental protections, push back on low-value,
land-intensive uses like data centers, & prioritize walkable, transit-connected neighborhoods. But policy
without execution is meaningless. We need to address staffing capacity & implementation readiness
head-on and immediately. My overall approach is to keep our vision for Zoning 2.0 grounded in data and
lived community input, while protecting the character, equity, & resilience of Atlanta's neighborhoods.
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

During my time on City Council, | prioritized protecting and expanding affordable housing, sponsoring
legislation requiring developments with city subsidies to accept Housing Choice vouchers, ensuring
public dollars create opportunities for low-income families. | led efforts to guarantee legal counsel for
tenants facing eviction, because keeping people housed is as critical as building new units. Since
taking office, I've helped secure more than $15M for deeply affordable housing and supported projects
creating over 7,300 affordable units in Southeast Atlanta. Beyond funding, I've pushed for zoning
reforms like expanding density near transit, legalizing ADUs, and closing loopholes in inclusionary
zoning so Atlanta can grow equitably. Still major barriers remain. GA law prohibits rent control and
limits how cities enforce source-of-income protections. Inclusionary zoning is limited to small areas and
allows opt-outs. Rising construction costs, restrictive zoning, parking requirements and slow permitting
make affordable housing harder to deliver. Meanwhile, affordable units continue to disappear faster
than we can replace them. To overcome these challenges,| support expanding inclusionary zoning,
removing parking minimums where transit exists, and streamlining permitting so affordable projects
aren't delayed by bureaucracy. Additionally, we must dedicate public land, fund land trusts and
mission-driven developers, and stabilize contributions to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Most
importantly, we need to prioritize delivering on deeply affordable units and preserving naturally
affordable homes before they're lost.

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?

Addressing homelessness is a central part of my work as a Councilmember. At the core of my work is
my belief in a housing-first approach, premised on the idea that the most effective and humane way to
end homelessness is to provide safe, stable housing first, then connect people with wraparound
services like mental health care, job training, and addiction support. With this in mind, | launched
Atlanta’s first neighborhood-based case manager pilot, embedding trained social workers directly in
high-need areas to connect our unhoused neighbors with housing, healthcare, and supportive services.
We started in East Atlanta, where | partnered with Intown Cares and the East Atlanta Community
Association to fund a dedicated case manager who works on-site 40 hours a week, helping guide
people through a proven housing pathway model.

By coupling this approach with deeply affordable housing projects like the Atlanta Motel on Moreland,
we are able to house these individuals in the communities they know, while also providing them with
the care and stability they need. We have already scaled this model up to cover both the Kirkwood and
Sweet Auburn neighborhoods and have seen tremendous success. In my next term, | hope to continue
scaling this model as we continue to support the unsheltered community through compassion,
community partnership, and data-driven strategies.
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue
supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on
private security?

While |1 did not support the creation of the Public Safety Training Center in its current form, | believe we
can still leverage existing city resources to strengthen public safety, support staffing levels, and reduce
our reliance on private security. By investing directly in our personnel and community-based strategies
that prevent harm before it happens, we can eliminate the need for private security. That means
expanding professional development and specialized training for all first-responders, covering areas
like de-escalation, mental health response, and community policing so our staff feel supported, stay in
their roles longer, and respond more effectively.

We can also encourage cross-department collaboration by using existing spaces for joint exercises,
improving coordination between agencies without the overhead of new infrastructure. At the same time,
investing in community-led initiatives—Iike youth safety programs, neighborhood watch training, and
resident engagement in emergency preparedness—strengthens public trust and allows neighborhoods
to take an active role in their own safety. By focusing on people, collaboration, and community
engagement, we can create a public safety system that works for all Atlantans, keeps staffing levels
strong, and reduces our dependence on private security.

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State?

To ensure Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport remains the busiest and most efficient airport in the
world, as well as a critical economic engine for Atlanta and Georgia, the Atlanta City Council must take
a proactive, strategic role. As our Councilmember for District 5, | will advocate for sustained investment
in infrastructure like modernizing runways, terminals, and technology systems to keep up with growing
passenger and cargo demand. It is also crucial that we prioritize strong partnerships with the airport
authority, airlines, and regional transit agencies to improve connectivity, streamline operations, and
expand multimodal access, including public transit options that reduce congestion. Workforce
development is also key. As our councilmember | will support programs that train and retain skilled
airport personnel, from air traffic control to customer service and logistics, ensuring operations remain
smooth and efficient. | will also advocate for sustainable practices like energy-efficient systems and
green infrastructure to help our airport remain competitive globally while minimizing environmental
impact. Finally, I will advocate for policies that support economic growth tied to the airport, including
business incentives, tourism development, and logistics investment, so Hartsfield-Jackson continues to
drive jobs and commerce for Atlanta and the state. By focusing on people, partnerships, and smart
investment, we can make sure Hartsfield-Jackson continues to drive jobs, commerce, and opportunity
for all Atlantans.
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?

Atlanta’s water infrastructure is aging, and addressing it is critical to meeting the needs of residents, businesses,
and the environment. | believe we need a long-term, comprehensive approach that invests in both maintenance
and modernization while prioritizing equity and sustainability. First, the city must prioritize repairing and replacing
outdated pipes, treatment facilities, and pumps to prevent leaks, service disruptions, and water quality issues.
This requires consistent funding and a transparent plan so residents understand how resources are being used.
But it's also about investing smarter by looking toward innovative solutions from other cities. Smart water
management technologies, like sensors and predictive analytics used in Singapore and Copenhagen, can detect
leaks early and optimize system efficiency. Green infrastructure—like rain gardens, permeable pavement, and
constructed wetlands—can help absorb stormwater, improve water quality, and reduce strain on the system,
similar to programs in Bangkok and Seville. Public-private partnerships and nature-based solutions, including
wetland restoration and sustainable land use, can help fund these upgrades while increasing climate resilience.
Partnerships with local universities, nonprofits, and the private sector can support innovative approaches that
make the system more resilient, efficient, and environmentally responsible. By embracing smart, sustainable
solutions like green infrastructure, stormwater management, and water recycling, we can reduce strain on our
system and prepare for future growth.

District 5 Specific Question

15. As nightlife continues to grow in District 5, how would you approach alcohol licensing and
entertainment zoning in a way that balances economic development, public safety, and neighborhood
quality of life?

District 5 is home to several successful neighborhood commercial nodes. As nightlife grows in these
commercial districts, our approach to alcohol licensing and entertainment zoning must also grow and
adapt in order to best serve the community as a whole. As our Councilmember, | support a framework
that encourages responsible business growth while protecting neighborhoods from the negative
impacts of late-night activity. That starts with transparent and consistent licensing processes that hold
establishments accountable for safety, noise, and public behavior. | will work with the Atlanta Police
Department, code enforcement, and community leaders to ensure compliance with regulations, while
also providing businesses clear guidance on expectations. Zoning should reflect the character and
needs of each neighborhood. Entertainment districts can thrive in areas where commercial activity is
appropriate, but we must protect residential streets with buffer zones, noise limits, and thoughtful hours
of operation. Throughout my tenure, community input should always be at the center of these
decisions. | firmly believe residents must have a voice in shaping the communities they live in. Finally, |
will continue to work to support our local businesses with resources like public safety grants, lighting
improvements, and safe transportation options so that we can allow nightlife to grow responsibly. By
centering equity, accountability, and community engagement, we can create a District 5 where culture
and commerce flourish without compromising the livability of our neighborhoods.
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	Question 1: My name is Liliana Bakhtiari, & I am running for my second term on the Atlanta City Council. I am deeply rooted in Atlanta,& my personal and professional experiences have prepared me to serve as our City Councilmember. As a lifelong Atlantan & the child of Iranian immigrants, I understand the diverse communities that make our city vibrant. Before taking office, I spent over a decade in nonprofit & public health roles, including at Planned Parenthood Southeast & Partners for Home. I’ve also advocated globally on issues like environmental justice, women’s health, & displaced communities, just last year speaking at the United Nations regarding global advocacy for women.
Since taking office in 2022, I’ve pursued a people-first agenda, passing legislation securing $15 million for deeply affordable housing, leading infrastructure improvements, and championing environmental resilience initiatives, including Atlanta’s first Heat Vulnerability Assessment and reflective “Cool Roof” legislation. I am running for re-election to continue building a more equitable and inclusive Atlanta, where every resident has access to safe housing, thriving public spaces, sustainable infrastructure, and the resources needed to live with dignity. My candidacy is supported by the Atlanta Professional Fire Fighters, Atlanta-North Georgia Labor Council, and the Atlanta Realtors. Each of these organizations are instrumental in some of our city’s most important sectors, public safety, workforce, and housing. I am honored to have earned each of their support, as well as the support of countless individuals from across Southeast Atlanta.
	Question 2: In my first term as our City Councilmember, I have prioritized the very issues that Atlanta voters care about most. To address housing affordability, I’ve worked to ensure that residential developments receiving city subsidies accept Housing Choice Vouchers, expanding access for low-income residents. We’ve also directed over $10 million to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, prioritizing workforce housing so essential City employees can live in the communities they serve. On unsheltered homelessness, I launched Atlanta’s first neighborhood-based case management pilot, called for a full procedural review on encampment clearings, created a homelessness task force, and secured $1 million for HOPE Atlanta to support displacement prevention efforts. Recognizing that data drives policy, I also pushed for a timely summer headcount of our unhoused population—published within three months—to better align outreach and service deployment. For transportation, I have focused my efforts on neighborhood connectivity, delivering on projects like the Trolley Line Trail, and expanding safe routes to school, ADA infrastructure, and multimodal connectivity between neighborhoods. I’m committed to equity and accessibility in our transit infrastructure, ensuring that mobility improvements reach underserved areas.

Looking ahead, I will expand neighborhood-based case management citywide, increase funding for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, and continue advocating for policies that connect transportation, housing, and community development. These efforts are about creating an Atlanta where everyone has what they need to thrive.
	Question 4: The relationship between the City of Atlanta & Fulton County is essential to serving our residents effectively. Both governments share responsibility for key resident services but overlapping authority can sometimes create confusion or inefficiencies. My focus as a councilmember is on building strong, collaborative partnerships with county officials to ensure our communities get the resources & attention they deserve. I prioritize open communication, trust, and structured collaboration in all of my intergovernmental relationships. Ideally, that means creating regular channels for dialogue, establishing joint task forces on issues like homelessness, transportation, and public safety, and aligning city and county efforts so that we’re not mismanaging resources. This is unfortunately not always a reality. I have personally invested my time in fostering these relationships with each County Commissioner hoping that if we coordinate proactively, we can maximize our resources and deliver better results for residents. I also believe in advocating for formal agreements that clearly define the roles and responsibilities of city and county governments, as evidenced by my extensive efforts on the jail lease to Fulton County. By structuring our intergovernmental agreements with accountability measures, we can prevent wasted resources and strengthen public trust. Through stewardship of this relationship, we can build a genuine partnership where Atlanta and Fulton County work together efficiently, equitably, and strategically to solve problems and improve the lives of everyone who calls this city home. 
	Question 6: To continue to support Atlanta’s growth, we need to diversify our funding streams to invest in infrastructure, housing, economic mobility, and sustainability. First, we should always look for opportunities to leverage federal funds like those from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and the American Rescue Plan. Under the current presidential administration, we are projecting that many of these programs may be cut, so we must also look toward expanding public-private partnerships. For example, innovative models, such as the Atlanta Urban Development Corporation, have leveraged publicly owned land to attract private investment for affordable housing. These partnerships can be expanded to include infrastructure and community development projects. Additionally, special tax districts can generate dedicated revenue streams for specific projects, ensuring sustainable maintenance and operations. A great example is the Stitch park. It is important that we evaluate these opportunities based on equity to ensure historically underserved communities benefit, and to couple them with investment in training and resources so that we can effectively manage and utilize this funding, while also implementing systems to regularly assess the impact of funded projects and make adjustments as needed to meet evolving community needs. By taking this approach, we can grow Atlanta in ways that are inclusive, innovative, and sustainable for all residents.
	Question 8: I support using Tax Allocation Districts as a tool for equitable redevelopment, but only when they benefit the communities most affected by growth and change. Extending or expanding TADs must be done thoughtfully, with transparency and accountability, ensuring that residents see real improvements in infrastructure, housing, and local services. Successfully navigating these intergovernmental partnerships requires building strong relationships with Fulton County and Atlanta Public Schools, centering collaboration, and prioritizing shared goals. We cannot expect buy-in from our intergovernmental partners for decade-long extensions without mechanisms to ensure follow-through on the funded projects. In my next term, I will advocate for regular communication, joint planning sessions, and community engagement to make sure that TADs serve the public good and do not divert resources from essential city and school services.
	Question 10: During my time on City Council, I prioritized protecting and expanding affordable housing, sponsoring legislation requiring developments with city subsidies to accept Housing Choice vouchers, ensuring public dollars create opportunities for low-income families. I led efforts to guarantee legal counsel for tenants facing eviction, because keeping people housed is as critical as building new units. Since taking office, I've helped secure more than $15M for deeply affordable housing and supported projects creating over 7,300 affordable units in Southeast Atlanta. Beyond funding, I've pushed for zoning reforms like expanding density near transit, legalizing ADUs, and closing loopholes in inclusionary zoning so Atlanta can grow equitably. Still major barriers remain. GA law prohibits rent control and limits how cities enforce source-of-income protections. Inclusionary zoning is limited to small areas and allows opt-outs. Rising construction costs, restrictive zoning, parking requirements and slow permitting make affordable housing harder to deliver. Meanwhile, affordable units continue to disappear faster than we can replace them. To overcome these challenges,I support expanding inclusionary zoning, removing parking minimums where transit exists, and streamlining permitting so affordable projects aren't delayed by bureaucracy. Additionally, we must dedicate public land, fund land trusts and mission-driven developers, and stabilize contributions to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Most importantly, we need to prioritize delivering on deeply affordable units and preserving naturally affordable homes before they're lost.
	Question 12: While I did not support the creation of the Public Safety Training Center in its current form, I believe we can still leverage existing city resources to strengthen public safety, support staffing levels, and reduce our reliance on private security. By investing directly in our personnel and community-based strategies that prevent harm before it happens, we can eliminate the need for private security. That means expanding professional development and specialized training for all first-responders, covering areas like de-escalation, mental health response, and community policing so our staff feel supported, stay in their roles longer, and respond more effectively.
We can also encourage cross-department collaboration by using existing spaces for joint exercises, improving coordination between agencies without the overhead of new infrastructure. At the same time, investing in community-led initiatives—like youth safety programs, neighborhood watch training, and resident engagement in emergency preparedness—strengthens public trust and allows neighborhoods to take an active role in their own safety. By focusing on people, collaboration, and community engagement, we can create a public safety system that works for all Atlantans, keeps staffing levels strong, and reduces our dependence on private security. 

	Question 14: Atlanta’s water infrastructure is aging, and addressing it is critical to meeting the needs of residents, businesses, and the environment. I believe we need a long-term, comprehensive approach that invests in both maintenance and modernization while prioritizing equity and sustainability. First, the city must prioritize repairing and replacing outdated pipes, treatment facilities, and pumps to prevent leaks, service disruptions, and water quality issues. This requires consistent funding and a transparent plan so residents understand how resources are being used.

But it’s also about investing smarter by looking toward innovative solutions from other cities. Smart water management technologies, like sensors and predictive analytics used in Singapore and Copenhagen, can detect leaks early and optimize system efficiency. Green infrastructure—like rain gardens, permeable pavement, and constructed wetlands—can help absorb stormwater, improve water quality, and reduce strain on the system, similar to programs in Bangkok and Seville. Public-private partnerships and nature-based solutions, including wetland restoration and sustainable land use, can help fund these upgrades while increasing climate resilience. Partnerships with local universities, nonprofits, and the private sector can support innovative approaches that make the system more resilient, efficient, and environmentally responsible. By embracing smart, sustainable solutions like green infrastructure, stormwater management, and water recycling, we can reduce strain on our system and prepare for future growth. 


	Question 3: As our City Councilmember for District 5, I know the greatest challenges facing Southeast Atlanta mirror those facing our city as a whole. Rapid development is driving up housing costs, so I’m working to reduce impact fees for affordable housing projects and support creative conversions of existing buildings into mixed-income housing. Public safety is also a priority. I believe in data-driven approaches and stronger community-police relationships to keep our neighborhoods safe while ensuring transparency and accountability. Homelessness affects too many of our neighbors. I’ve pushed for a moratorium on encampment clearings while we develop more humane solutions, including small-scale rapid rehousing projects. Finally, to make our district more resilient, I’ve championed “cool roof” requirements for new and renovated buildings to help fight the urban heat island effect. Through these efforts, I often work in lockstep with my Council colleagues as we work to address these systemic issues for our City as a whole. I am grateful to have good working relationships with each of my colleagues, and though we do not always agree on every initiative, our common aim of serving our residents drives us toward collaboration and healthy compromise toward the greater good.
	Question 5: I would grade the City’s performance delivering the 2022 transportation, public safety, and parks projects a “C.” Voters approved these measures expecting real, timely improvements to our streets, sidewalks, transit, public safety facilities, and parks. While some progress has been made, far too many projects are delayed due to contracting, permitting, and coordination bottlenecks. These delays hurt public trust and slow the impact of the investments Atlanta residents voted for.
To get projects moving faster, I will focus my efforts on transparency, efficiency, and accountability. That means publishing clear, updated timelines and dashboards so residents can track progress, streamlining procurement and permitting processes to reduce months-long delays, and holding city staff and contractors accountable with measurable benchmarks tied to deadlines and budgets. Equally important is community engagement. When residents are involved early, we prevent costly redesigns and ensure projects truly meet the needs of the neighborhoods they serve. Atlanta deserves infrastructure that works for all of us, delivered on time and on budget. By prioritizing transparency, coordination, and accountability, we can make sure the investments voters approved in 2022 translate into the streets, transit, parks, and public safety improvements our city needs.

	Question 7: As a City Councilmember, I believe the City of Atlanta has a critical role in addressing income inequality by ensuring that all residents have access to economic opportunity, safe neighborhoods, and affordable housing. Income inequality isn’t just a numbers issue—it’s a quality-of-life issue, affecting education, health, and mobility across our city. I would advance strategies that focus on building economic power from the ground up. This includes supporting small and locally owned businesses, particularly those led by women and Black and brown entrepreneurs, through targeted grants, technical assistance, and access to city contracts. I also support workforce development programs that connect residents with living-wage jobs in growth industries, alongside apprenticeships that create long-term career pathways. Housing is central to economic equity. I will continue to advocate for policies that expand affordable housing and prevent displacement, ensuring that residents aren’t forced out of their communities as the city grows. Coupled with a housing-first approach, we can help reduce financial precarity for families and individuals experiencing homelessness. Additionally, I believe the city should use its tools to close gaps in wealth-building, such as incentivizing inclusive development projects, improving public transit to connect residents to economic opportunities, and supporting access to financial literacy and small business resources. Ultimately, reducing income inequality requires a holistic approach—investing in people, protecting communities, and ensuring that Atlanta’s growth benefits everyone, not just a few.
	Question 9: Atlanta’s Zoning 2.0 rewrite is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to shape how Atlanta grows and for whom. As our council member, I am committed to prioritizing equity, clarity, and sustainable growth in the process. First, we must expand housing options by enabling accessory dwelling units, “missing middle” housing, & small multifamily developments, especially where affordability is out of reach. However, this must be balanced with respect for neighborhood character and green infrastructure, including protections for Atlanta’s vital tree canopy. Ideally, the new zoning code will be simplified, user-friendly, and accessible, using plain language and diagrams to demystify regulations and make building in Atlanta more “user-friendly”. A modern, flexible system, like “zoning strings” that separate use, form, & frontage, can allow for context-sensitive development while avoiding one-size-fits-all mandates. At the same time, we must ensure transparency & public trust through inclusive, citywide engagement. I am committed to expanding the conversation to include historically underrepresented voices through forums and town halls in my district. I will also advocate for strong environmental protections, push back on low-value, land-intensive uses like data centers, & prioritize walkable, transit-connected neighborhoods. But policy without execution is meaningless. We need to address staffing capacity & implementation readiness head-on and immediately. My overall approach is to keep our vision for Zoning 2.0 grounded in data and lived community input, while protecting the character, equity, & resilience of Atlanta's neighborhoods.
	Question 11: Addressing homelessness is a central part of my work as a Councilmember. At the core of my work is my belief in a housing-first approach, premised on the idea that the most effective and humane way to end homelessness is to provide safe, stable housing first, then connect people with wraparound services like mental health care, job training, and addiction support. With this in mind, I launched Atlanta’s first neighborhood-based case manager pilot, embedding trained social workers directly in high-need areas to connect our unhoused neighbors with housing, healthcare, and supportive services. We started in East Atlanta, where I partnered with Intown Cares and the East Atlanta Community Association to fund a dedicated case manager who works on-site 40 hours a week, helping guide people through a proven housing pathway model.
By coupling this approach with deeply affordable housing projects like the Atlanta Motel on Moreland, we are able to house these individuals in the communities they know, while also providing them with the care and stability they need. We have already scaled this model up to cover both the Kirkwood and Sweet Auburn neighborhoods and have seen tremendous success. In my next term, I hope to continue scaling this model as we continue to support the unsheltered community through compassion, community partnership, and data-driven strategies.

	Question 13: To ensure Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport remains the busiest and most efficient airport in the world, as well as a critical economic engine for Atlanta and Georgia, the Atlanta City Council must take a proactive, strategic role. As our Councilmember for District 5, I will advocate for sustained investment in infrastructure like modernizing runways, terminals, and technology systems to keep up with growing passenger and cargo demand. It is also crucial that we prioritize strong partnerships with the airport authority, airlines, and regional transit agencies to improve connectivity, streamline operations, and expand multimodal access, including public transit options that reduce congestion. Workforce development is also key. As our councilmember I will support programs that train and retain skilled airport personnel, from air traffic control to customer service and logistics, ensuring operations remain smooth and efficient. I will also advocate for sustainable practices like energy-efficient systems and green infrastructure to help our airport remain competitive globally while minimizing environmental impact. Finally, I will advocate for policies that support economic growth tied to the airport, including business incentives, tourism development, and logistics investment, so Hartsfield-Jackson continues to drive jobs and commerce for Atlanta and the state. By focusing on people, partnerships, and smart investment, we can make sure Hartsfield-Jackson continues to drive jobs, commerce, and opportunity for all Atlantans.
	Question 15: District 5 is home to several successful neighborhood commercial nodes. As nightlife grows in these commercial districts, our approach to alcohol licensing and entertainment zoning must also grow and adapt in order to best serve the community as a whole. As our Councilmember, I support a framework that encourages responsible business growth while protecting neighborhoods from the negative impacts of late-night activity. That starts with transparent and consistent licensing processes that hold establishments accountable for safety, noise, and public behavior. I will work with the Atlanta Police Department, code enforcement, and community leaders to ensure compliance with regulations, while also providing businesses clear guidance on expectations. Zoning should reflect the character and needs of each neighborhood. Entertainment districts can thrive in areas where commercial activity is appropriate, but we must protect residential streets with buffer zones, noise limits, and thoughtful hours of operation. Throughout my tenure, community input should always be at the center of these decisions. I firmly believe residents must have a voice in shaping the communities they live in. Finally, I will continue to work to support our local businesses with resources like public safety grants, lighting improvements, and safe transportation options so that we can allow nightlife to grow responsibly. By centering equity, accountability, and community engagement, we can create a District 5 where culture and commerce flourish without compromising the livability of our neighborhoods.


