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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately 
300 words less. 

Pillar 1:  Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships 

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office.  In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. A recent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters 
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top 
issues facing the City of Atlanta.  If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be 
specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the greatest issue facing your specific District and what strategies will you pursue to 
address it? And alternatively, how would you manage collaborating with your colleagues on 
difficult citywide issues versus representing your own constituents? 
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4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your 
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and 
parks infrastructure improvements.  How would you grade the City’s performance delivering 
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?  
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth  

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents? 
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected? 
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8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support 

redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the 
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta 
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you 
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years. 
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you 
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your 
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly? 
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue 

supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on 
private security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City  
 

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and 
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State? 
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?

District 4 Specific Question 

15. How would you leverage underutilized buildings downtown to boost housing supply, grow the tax 
base, and revitalize the core? Be specific around action and policies needed. 
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	Question 1: I am a U.S. Army veteran, nonprofit leader, and current Atlanta City Councilmember representing District 4. My professional life has been dedicated to service, from leading soldiers overseas to helping veterans and military spouses find jobs at Hire Heroes USA, and for the past four years, serving the people of Atlanta. On Council, I have authored and passed legislation to expand affordable housing, make streets safer for our most vulnerable road users, and protect legacy businesses. I hold graduate degrees in Public Administration and Commercial Real Estate, giving me a strong foundation to address Atlanta’s most pressing challenges.

I chose to run for re-election because Atlanta is at a pivotal moment. We are growing rapidly and face challenges around affordability, displacement, infrastructure, and safety. I have built a record of working collaboratively, listening to residents, and turning community needs into legislative action. With so much on the line, I believe my experience and results-oriented leadership are needed now more than ever.

I’ve extended my service through boards such as Invest Atlanta, Atlanta BeltLine Inc., the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, and the Partners for HOME Governing Council. I am proud to have the support of VoteVets, which reflects my commitment to service and veterans’ issues; the Atlanta-North Georgia Labor Council, which affirms my record of standing with labor; and Georgia Working Families Party, which recognizes my progressive leadership on housing, equity, and public safety.
	Question 2: On housing, I have delivered results by championing hundreds of affordable units in District 4, supporting increases to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, and advancing zoning reforms for missing-middle housing. I will continue pushing for inclusionary zoning, utilities relief for legacy residents, rental assistance for low-income Atlantans, and stronger tenant protections. Fast-tracking public land projects like 2 Peachtree, 405 Cooper Street, and West End MARTA TOD must be a top priority. I also helped secure 900 affordable units at Mall West End and, through Invest Atlanta, helped finance more than 3,000 units across Atlanta.



On unsheltered homelessness, I believe in a housing-first model. I carried the legislation creating The Melody, Atlanta’s first shipping-container housing development, and more than 100 permanent supportive units in Mechanicsville. But Atlanta cannot solve this crisis alone. Other counties often send unhoused residents to our city, leaving 500,000 Atlantans shouldering a regional responsibility. I will push for stronger regional and state collaboration.



On transportation, I’ve delivered record investments in sidewalks, traffic calming, and safe street projects across District 4. I helped secure federal funding for safer streets, installed nearly $1 million in speed humps, expanded bicycle infrastructure, and updated impact fees to triple infrastructure funding. Going forward, I will continue to prioritize Vision Zero, MARTA expansion, and transit-oriented development.
	Question 4: The relationship between the City and Fulton County is essential for effective governance. Key services like public health, courts, jails, and taxation require close coordination. Unfortunately, residents often see the gaps when these systems don’t align. Property tax assessments conducted by Fulton have caused sudden and unaffordable spikes in District 4, and challenges at the County jail have strained City resources.



I support joint planning sessions between the City Council and County Commission, particularly around property taxation, homelessness, and infrastructure. The City should advocate for reforms that bring Fulton’s commercial appraisals in line with real-world values, so we are capturing fair revenue and easing the burden on homeowners. At the same time, many residential properties have been subject to sudden spikes, creating instability for families in my district. This imbalance undermines trust and limits the City’s ability to fund vital services.



The City and County must also align on regional strategies. Atlanta shoulders disproportionate responsibility for homelessness services, while surrounding counties often rely on the City’s infrastructure. A stronger partnership is the first step toward a regional approach. I will also advocate for closer coordination between APD and Fulton courts to ensure timely case resolution.



Residents should not be penalized because two governments fail to coordinate. By strengthening partnerships and building trust, we can deliver better outcomes for Atlantans and all Fulton residents.
	Question 6: Atlanta’s growth depends on aligning funding streams with both market realities and community needs. Two strategies stand out: responsible use of tax allocation districts (TADs) and fair commercial property appraisals in Fulton County.



TADs are among our strongest tools for capturing value created by public action—whether through infrastructure, transit, or redevelopment—and reinvesting it in communities. To be effective, they must be transparent, targeted, and tied to public benefits such as affordable housing, small business retention, and safer streets. Clear guardrails, including “but-for” tests, debt caps, surplus sharing, and equity-based performance standards, ensure that TADs deliver while minimizing risk.



At the same time, we must address the fairness gap in Fulton’s property tax system. Many commercial properties are appraised well below sale prices, shifting the burden onto homeowners. Aligning assessments with real values would grow the tax digest without raising millage rates, providing stable revenue for city services, housing trust funds, and infrastructure improvements. Accurate appraisals would also strengthen TAD performance, since increments would better reflect true market conditions.



Future funding strategies should be evaluated against a clear framework: do they improve fiscal stability, advance equity, reduce displacement, and enhance infrastructure like sidewalks, stormwater, and transit? Just as importantly, are they transparent enough that residents can see how revenues are used?

By modernizing TADs and ensuring commercial property owners pay their fair share, Atlanta can grow more sustainably.
	Question 8: I support the continued use of TADs as a redevelopment tool, but with stronger oversight and a sharper focus on equity. TADs can unlock catalytic redevelopment in underutilized areas, but they must ensure that community benefits—including affordable housing and small business support—are baked into the agreements. Without this, TADs risk fueling displacement rather than inclusive growth.



Collaboration is critical. TAD extensions and expansions require partnership with Fulton County and Atlanta Public Schools. I would advocate for structured, transparent negotiations that center long-term shared priorities. That means joint planning sessions with APS and the County to ensure revenues align with housing, schools, and infrastructure goals.



I also believe TADs should be tied to measurable outcomes. Extensions should require clear benchmarks for affordable housing production, equity in contracting, and neighborhood investment. Transparent annual reporting should be required to ensure accountability to all three jurisdictions.

TADs can be an engine for inclusive growth if used responsibly. With stronger oversight, equity conditions, and partnership with APS and Fulton County, TADs can help deliver the catalytic redevelopment that Atlanta needs without sacrificing the stability of our schools or the affordability of our neighborhoods.


	Question 10: I support increasing the types of housing that can be built by-right, including duplexes, triplexes, townhomes, accessory dwelling units, and cottage courts. Since being elected, I have continued to champion zoning reforms that create opportunities for more Atlantans to live in the neighborhoods of their choice.



In office, I have consistently supported policies that expand housing options while protecting legacy residents. I have also centered community-driven planning tools like Livable Centers Initiative studies. Allowing more missing middle housing by-right will reduce competition, stabilize costs, and restore neighborhood diversity.



In District 4, I have advanced more than 1,000 new affordable units, including catalytic projects like 2 Peachtree, The Melody, 405 Cooper Street, and Mall West End. I also authored legislation creating the Legacy Business Program.



I support scaling inclusionary zoning to more neighborhoods, strengthening nonprofit partnerships, and offering density bonuses tied to affordability. In Mechanicsville—where over 300 vacant parcels exist—we have a clear opportunity to grow supply if we align zoning and incentives.



Barriers include limited funding, outdated zoning, and community opposition. To overcome these, I will continue engaging residents transparently, fighting for stronger investments in the Housing Trust Fund, and leveraging federal housing dollars.



Housing supply requires a layered approach combining zoning reform, funding, partnerships, and trust. My record shows that I can deliver these solutions with urgency.


	Question 12: I opposed the Public Safety Training Center as it was proposed because the process lacked transparency, accountability, and fidelity to our adopted Atlanta City Design. The Old Atlanta Prison Farm was identified as a conservation corridor, and I was concerned that committing to an 85-acre campus limited exploration of alternative sites or more sustainable approaches.



My opposition does not diminish my respect for the police officers, firefighters, and first responders who serve our city daily. Atlanta’s police and fire facilities were inadequate and long overdue for replacement. I supported building new, state-of-the-art training facilities, but I believe they should be right-sized, environmentally responsible, and planned through transparent public processes that center both community well-being and public safety needs.



Despite my opposition to the project as proposed, I’ve continued to prioritize investments in recruitment, retention, and training. That means providing officers with modern equipment, strengthening pipelines for new recruits, and investing in scenario-based training focused on de-escalation, crisis response, and community policing. I’ve even had the personal pleasure to assist both the APD and AFRD’s recruitment teams to develop and implement strategies to recruit military veterans. 



I also believe in scaling up alternatives that reduce reliance on police alone, such as diversion programs, violence interrupters, and mental health responders, so we are addressing the root causes of crime. Atlanta can and should invest in facilities that improve training and morale while also honoring community voices.
	Question 14: Atlanta’s water and stormwater systems are aging and must be modernized to meet the needs of our growing city. Addressing this challenge requires both stable funding and innovative approaches that center sustainability and equity.



I have long been a supporter of green infrastructure solutions such as bioswales, permeable pavers, and expanded tree canopy to reduce runoff and extend the life of our water systems. I also support updating our Post-Development Stormwater Management Ordinance so private developers shoulder more of the burden of stormwater infrastructure rather than taxpayers alone. Strengthening this ordinance ensures that new development incorporates green infrastructure and mitigates its own impacts, creating long-term savings for the city and healthier outcomes for communities.



To fund critical projects, I support the creation of a stormwater utility fee tied to impervious surfaces. This would provide a stable and equitable revenue stream for needed upgrades while encouraging property owners to invest in green solutions. Renewing the Municipal Option Sales Tax will also remain essential for water and sewer improvements.



Before serving on Council, I co-founded the Intrenchment Creek Community Stewardship Council to protect the South River watershed. On Council, I introduced and passed legislation creating the Justice 40 Commission, which is tasked with leveraging federal funding from the Biden Administration to expand environmental justice efforts in Atlanta. These experiences demonstrate my commitment to aligning infrastructure investment with environmental justice.
	Question 3: The greatest challenge facing District 4 is the twin crisis of displacement and disinvestment. Families who built neighborhoods like West End, Peoplestown, and Mechanicsville are being priced out, even as many areas lack grocery stores, medical services, and amenities.



In response, I’ve championed housing across District 4. In Mechanicsville, we’re building 100 permanent supportive units at 405 Cooper Street, 100 new townhomes, and more than 250 single-family homes. I also introduced Atlanta’s first Legacy Business Program to protect cultural anchors and long-standing small businesses. I will continue to fight for sidewalks, parks, and traffic calming.



Looking ahead, we must accelerate housing on public land, attract retail to underserved corridors, and leverage vacant parcels for growth. In Mechanicsville alone, more than 300 parcels—including 25 acres of publicly owned land—could be developed with urgency. I am also focused on ensuring the former Turner Field parking lots on the east side receive commercial and residential investment.



On citywide issues, I collaborate by finding shared priorities with colleagues. District 4 reflects Atlanta’s challenges—affordability, safety, infrastructure—and lessons here can be scaled citywide. Collaboration requires transparency, respect for local voices, and recognition that all neighborhoods deserve to share in Atlanta’s growth.
	Question 5: I would grade the City’s overall performance as a “C.” While the Department of Parks has done a commendable job delivering its projects on time, too many transportation and public safety projects remain delayed, leaving residents frustrated. These delays increase costs and erode trust in the City’s ability to deliver on voter-approved commitments.



The most significant challenge has been within the Department of Transportation. ATLDOT does not have enough program managers to oversee the volume of projects promised through the Moving Atlanta Forward bond and sales tax program. Without adequate staffing, projects stall at critical stages of design and delivery. To address this, the City must either expand ATLDOT’s capacity or strengthen formal partnerships with Community Improvement Districts and other partners who can help execute projects.



We need a renewed focus on project delivery and accountability. That means hiring additional project managers, streamlining procurement, and expanding the use of design-build contracts where appropriate. It also means providing greater transparency to the public. I support expanding online dashboards so residents can track progress and hold the City accountable.



Atlanta voters supported the bonds because they wanted visible improvements—safer streets, better parks, and modernized facilities. To honor that trust, we must align delivery with urgency, efficiency, and transparency.
	Question 7: Reducing income inequality requires a holistic approach that addresses housing, workforce development, and small business support. The City plays a central role in creating conditions for mobility.



On housing, I have supported expansion of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, backed tax relief for legacy homeowners, and advanced missing-middle zoning reforms. Housing stability is foundational to reducing inequality.



On workforce, I have championed partnerships with WorkSource Atlanta and APS to expand job training and apprenticeships. Our District 4 office has hosted multiple job fairs, with several focused on vulnerable groups like young Atlantans and seniors. The City must scale youth employment programs and strengthen pipelines into high-demand sectors like technology, healthcare, and the trades.

On small business, I authored legislation creating the Legacy Business Program, which supports long-standing businesses at risk of displacement. I also support expanding access to capital for minority- and women-owned businesses and streamlining permitting for entrepreneurs. As an Invest Atlanta board member, I helped serve nearly 4,000 businesses, create more than 6,000 jobs, and secure nearly $2 billion in capital investment.



I also believe we must tie incentives to equity outcomes, conditioning tax breaks on commitments to local hiring, living wages, and diversity in contracting. The City must also model equity in its own workforce by raising pay and expanding protections for employees.
	Question 9: Our current zoning code restricts most neighborhoods to either single-family homes or large multifamily complexes, leaving little room for missing-middle housing. A transformative approach means allowing duplexes, triplexes, accessory dwelling units, and small-scale apartments so Atlantans are not forced to choose only between single-family homes or luxury high-rises. It means expanding inclusionary zoning and aggressively using vacant public land to support community land trusts and permanently affordable housing.



I am mindful of concerns about displacement. Upzoning must be paired with renter protections and targeted infrastructure investments to mitigate impacts. Equity must be the guiding principle.



Zoning reform also connects to downtown revitalization. As an Invest Atlanta board member, I voted to advance the redevelopment of 2 Peachtree and carried the legislation unlocking 143 Alabama Street. I’ve also supported South Downtown redevelopment. These projects show how zoning flexibility, adaptive reuse, and catalytic investment can create housing supply and vibrancy downtown.



My broader approach centers on transparency and alignment with City Design. That means engaging communities early, providing clear data about impacts, and balancing neighborhood concerns with citywide needs. Zoning 2.0 should reflect affordability, inclusivity, sustainability, and growth.


	Question 11: The biggest improvement Atlanta can make is to strengthen regional collaboration while centering housing-first policies. Stable housing provides the foundation for other support services to succeed. We must also end the criminalization of poverty and mental health issues by investing in permanent supportive housing, wraparound services, and jail alternatives.



As a member of the Atlanta Continuum of Care Governing Council and HOPWA Task Force, I’ve advanced policies expanding supportive housing and improving case management. These efforts demonstrate how coordinated leadership can improve outcomes for vulnerable populations.



Since taking office, I have seen that the scale of homelessness demands regional solutions. Atlanta, with 500,000 residents, is often expected to provide services for a metro region of 6 million. Programs like HOPWA serve residents across 29 counties, yet are administered by the City. Too often, other jurisdictions direct people to Atlanta because of the concentration of services.



This imbalance is not sustainable. If we are serious about addressing homelessness, every jurisdiction must share responsibility. That means working with counties and regional partners to coordinate resources and expand housing and services outside Atlanta.



I also support creating a cabinet-level position to coordinate efforts and lead regional collaboration. By combining partnerships, City leadership, and housing-first investments, Atlanta can reduce unsheltered homelessness and restore dignity for our most vulnerable neighbors.


	Question 13: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport is our city’s most important economic asset and a vital gateway to the world. To ensure it remains the busiest and most efficient airport, we must continue investing in modernization, sustainability, workforce development, and global engagement.



Modernization requires ongoing upgrades to terminals and runways, improved multimodal connections, and expanded international routes to meet growing demand. Sustainability must also be a priority through energy-efficient systems, green infrastructure, and resilience planning that allows the airport to lead by example on climate goals.



The airport’s workforce is the backbone of its success. Ensuring fair wages, benefits, and opportunities for professional growth will strengthen reliability and maintain the highest standards of service.



Atlanta must also lead on the global stage through city diplomacy. As a Truman National Security Partner, I understand the importance of building relationships across borders to attract investment, innovation, and cultural exchange. Atlanta is already home to dozens of consulates, trade offices, and international organizations, and the airport is central to advancing that work. By actively engaging in global city networks and fostering international partnerships, we can leverage Hartsfield-Jackson to expand Atlanta’s role as a global leader in trade, culture, and diplomacy.



Finally, transparent and ethical governance must guide all airport operations. Clear oversight, responsible use of resources, and accountability are essential for maintaining public trust and ensuring long-term stability.
	Question 15: Downtown Atlanta has immense untapped potential. Underutilized office buildings, vacant properties, and public land can and must be converted into housing, retail, and mixed-use developments that bring people back into the core. As an Invest Atlanta board member, I helped advance the redevelopment of 2 Peachtree, one of the most catalytic projects in the city’s history. 



As a District 4 councilmember, I carried the legislation that detangled the property and air rights at 143 Alabama Street, which allowed its redevelopment to finally move forward after years of stagnation. I have also been a consistent supporter and partner of the South Downtown redevelopment, which will transform historic buildings and vacant lots into housing, businesses, and public spaces that strengthen the tax base and create a vibrant downtown community.



Moving forward, I believe the City should continue to incentivize office-to-residential conversions through tax abatements tied to affordability requirements, density bonuses for mixed-income housing, and expedited permitting for adaptive reuse projects. We should also prioritize redevelopment of City-owned sites, aligning public incentives with equity goals that expand affordable housing and support small businesses.



Downtown revitalization must also integrate transit, cultural assets, and public safety improvements so residents, workers, and visitors feel connected and welcomed. By advancing projects like 2 Peachtree, 143 Alabama Street, and South Downtown, and by aligning policy tools with equity and growth, we can transform downtown into a thriving and inclusive core for the entire region.


