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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to approximately 
300 words less. 

Pillar 1:  Governance, Leadership, and Partnerships 

1. Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run for office.  In
addition, please identify up to 3 organizations or individuals who are actively supporting your
candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. A recent poll conducted by the Committee for a Better Atlanta of likely City of Atlanta voters 
citied issues of transportation, unsheltered homelessness, and housing affordability as the top 
issues facing the City of Atlanta.  If elected, how would you work to address them? Please be 
specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the greatest issue facing your specific District and what strategies will you pursue to 
address it? And alternatively, how would you manage collaborating with your colleagues on 
difficult citywide issues versus representing your own constituents? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2025 Written Questionnaire 

Page 5 of 10 
 

 
 

4. How do you view the relationship between the City of Atlanta and Fulton County? How will your 
office work to steward the relationship? What changes, if any, would you advocate for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Voters approved three funding measures in 2022 to deliver transportation, public safety and 
parks infrastructure improvements.  How would you grade the City’s performance delivering 
these projects and what concrete action is needed to ensure projects move forward faster?  
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Pillar 2: Inclusive Economic Growth  

6. What future funding streams do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  
What are the opportunities and how should they be evaluated?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What role should the City of Atlanta play in improving income inequality among city residents? 
Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected? 
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8. Tax increment financing through Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) is a key tool used to support 

redevelopment in targeted areas across the City of Atlanta. Extending the life and expanding the 
use of TADs requires continued collaboration between the City, Fulton County, and Atlanta 
Public Schools. What is your position on extending the City's TADs, and how would you 
navigate the intergovernmental partnerships required to do so effectively? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pillar 3: Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
 

9. Atlanta is currently going through a Zoning 2.0 re-write, the first re-write in nearly 40 years. 
What priorities are most important to see in that process for you and are there concerns you 
would like to see addressed in the final document? As a city elected official, what would be your 
approach to considering land use and zoning decisions more broadly? 
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10. What strategies would you implement to improve the supply for affordable housing in your
district? What are the barriers to success and how will you work to overcome them?

11. What is the single biggest improvement (policy, program, partnership, investment) that the City
can make towards addressing unsheltered homelessness?
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12. How would you leverage existing assets like the Public Safety Training Center to continue 

supporting public safety operations, staffing levels, and other outcomes and reduce reliance on 
private security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 4: A Sustainable and Connected City  
 

13. What is needed to ensure the Hartsfield-Jackson International airport remains the busiest and 
most efficient airport in the word, as well as an economic engine for Atlanta and the State? 
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14. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the demands of
citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this critical need?

District 9 Specific Question 

15. What are your top infrastructure priorities for District 9, and what specific investments would you 
advocate for to address these issues? 
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	Question 1: I bring a strong record of public service, professional expertise, and community leadership to the Atlanta City Council. My career as an ICU nurse, including serving in Emory’s Serious Communicable Disease Unit during the 2014–2016 Ebola outbreak, sharpened my ability to respond under pressure and serve others with dedication. I hold degrees in microbiology, nursing, and a master’s in public administration.  Before serving on Council, I served in leadership roles in my neighborhood association and also worked for my Council predecessor.

Since being elected to Council in 2017, I have secured a number of projects both citywide and for my District. This includes securing more MAF dollars than any other Council district, doubling the City's yearly commitment to parks/rec/trails, and working with the Mayor to begin delivering long-delayed projects like Fire Station 22, Howell Mill Complete Streets, and a neighborhood sewer replacement project. My accomplishments have been recognized nationally, including the National League of Cities’ “Centennial Under 40 Impact Award.” I also have a depth of committee experience, having served on each.

I am running for re-election to continue delivering on the fundamentals Atlantans expect: safe neighborhoods, reliable infrastructure, thriving parks and trails, affordable housing, and responsive government. I am honored to have the financial support & endorsement of the Atlanta Professional Fire Fighters, the International Brotherhood of Police Officers, and the Atlanta REALTORS Association, which are endorsements I have proudly secured each of my three campaigns for my Council seat.
	Question 2: I will continue to draw on my experience in public safety, infrastructure development, and affordable housing to tackle these top challenges for the City of Atlanta.

Transportation: This was actually the top issue, by far, in a recent poll I had conducted in District 9. The City and ATLDOT must get "back to the basics" when it comes to transportation infrastructure by resurfacing our roads, repairing and improving sidewalk and bike networks, and upgrading intersections to make the more efficient. All resources should be leveraged, including working with our CIDs and other partners, to ensure a much faster project delivery timeframe.

Unsheltered Homelessness: While homelessness is more concentrated in areas outside of District 9, it is of course a serious issue that deserves the attention of every elected official. We must continue our work to prioritize rapidly scalable shelter and supportive services throughout the City, including the currently under construction housing upon former DWM property adjacent to Hemphill WTC. The City will need to continue funding much of this out of general fund or other local/state dollars that are available, given the current state of federal agencies and grant money with organizations like HUD.

Housing Affordability: I will continue to support construction of affordable housing across the District and City. This is evidenced by my staunch support for large housing developments in the District that include affordable housing components, such as pushing for the redevelopment of Bowen Homes over the years, as well as legislating and now currently expanding the Westside Park Overlay.
	Question 4: I view the current city-county relationship as one that works but that could certainly be greatly improved. Unfortunately, I have found many constituents do not even know their county commissioner nor exactly what the county government does for them (except send them a tax bill...of which they get generally the same amount in funds as the City does). Recent issues that have arisen include the county greatly increasing their "fee" to the City for animal services - a service they are supposed to provide per their charter to everyone within the county and their refusal to fund a new jail that is falling apart, killing people, and under federal consent orders.

I have however had the pleasure of serving in what I see as a successful collaboration with the county - the Diversion Center. This is overseen by the Justice Policy Board, which I co-chair alongside Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney. This is a collaborative board filled with officials from the city, county, Grady, PAD, and other organizations who successfully executed the construction of the Center in the first floor of ACDC. I hope the center itself, and this collaborative board, continue to be successful, and we see more collaboration with the city and county on solving issues like homelessness and affordable housing challenges.
	Question 6: I led the efforts to modernized two funding streams. The first was updating the city's impact fees for the first time since implemented in the early 90s, which will go to fund needed transportation, parks, and public safety projects. Automatic studies were also included in the new legislation, so the City does not find itself in the same predicament in the future. I also updated the Parks Improvement Fund rate for the first time since its implementation in the 1950s. This has more than doubled annual funds strictly for parks, recreation, and trails within the City. To ensure the BeltLine trail is delivered on-time, while preserving dollars for affordable housing and other important projects, I also sponsored the BeltLine SSD.

As we look to future funding increases, the City needs to start with updating all fees across departments - many of which have not been touched in 15-20+ years, in order to relieve some of the burden off property taxpayers - currently approaching 40 percent of the general fund's source. I have also committed to restarting the initiative to adopt a long-needed stormwater utility within the City of Atlanta, in order to fund many more stormwater projects across the City.
	Question 8: I support only  targeted, performance-based extensions of Atlanta’s Tax Allocation Districts— and only where a clear “but-for” case exists that private investment will not occur without the TAD, and where benefits demonstrably outweigh costs to the general fund and schools. Before any extension is considered, I would require a published, ranked project list for each TAD proposed for expansion. That list would be built with transparent scoring (ex. deliverability, economic impact/ROI, affordability and anti-displacement outcomes, and community benefits) and organized into tiers: Tier 1 (shovel-ready/catalytic), Tier 2 (advanced design/land control), Tier 3 (conceptual). Funding would need to move in order, with milestone gates and claw backs if timelines or community-benefit metrics are missed. I would also need to see any extended TADs that have infrastructure challenges, like Perry-Bolton in District 9, have a significant amount of money allocated to infrastructure improvements, which could also drive more private investment in those areas.

To secure APS and Fulton BOE support, there would need to be clear benefits baked-in for students and potentially other agreements with Fulton County that would benefit their many needs.
	Question 10: I authored the Westside Park Overlay to lock in anti-displacement tools and predictable standards around our largest park. I’ve also introduced pending legislation to extend the overlay westward along the forthcoming Proctor Creek Trail expansion, so larger developments arrive with new homes (whether for sale or rent) with affordability, great design, and trail access. I’ll continue to put public land to work through “housing-first” RFPs - like the pending redevelopment of long-vacant Gun Club Park and also work to close development financing gaps with Invest Atlanta resources. I will also continue to support the Affordable Housing Trust Fund for lower-income deals and preservation. After Gun Club, Hollywood Courts will be a top priority, along with the staged rebuild of the Bowen Homes site, as we continue working with Atlanta Housing on important projects within District 9.

High land, construction, interest, and insurance costs make deals fragile - and slow/delayed approvals are the biggest complaints I receive. We need to set time-certain reviews for qualified affordable projects and assign a permit concierge for each deal that contains affordable housing. ATLDOT and DWM should also perform utility assessments on any housing development with over 200 units, to ensure infrastructure that the City is responsible for is adequate - directing capital funds to those areas when issues are identified.
	Question 12: As a strong and longtime supporter of our police officer and firefighters, I strongly stand by my advocacy and votes to support our state-of-the-art training facility. Police and fire have already made great strides in both their academy pipelines and retention - a combined product of the PSTC, long-needed wage increases, and pension reform.

I am an advocate for continuing to extend the recruitment pipeline, including outreach to APS and other schools, including colleges, to establish an official paid cadet program with tuition assistance and conditional job offers. I believe we should also add even more fast-track lateral academy options for experienced officers/firefighters/paramedics. APD and AFRD should establish clear and achievable goals for both sworn and non-sworn personnel to be achieved within the next five years - including adding another police zone/precinct with smaller beat sizes throughout the city, as well as additional fire/medic stations in areas with long-known extended response times.

I also support further expanding administrative and non-sworn work roles, such C.A.R.E. Units in every zone and more non-sworn staff to monitor the tens of thousands of cameras throughout the City and to continue the marked improvement in E911 call-taking times.
	Question 14: I have already identified City Utilities as my top request for a 2026 committee chairmanship because fixing DWM infrastructure is urgent. District 9 hosts core assets—the RM Clayton WRC, the Chattahoochee & Hemphill WTCs, and the Shirley Clarke Franklin Reservoir & Pumping Station—so I see the issues up close across wastewater, drinking-water distribution, and stormwater. For years, the federal consent decree has focused attention on sewers, but the distribution system and stormwater have too often been afterthoughts.

We must continue essential sewer projects while turning equal—if not greater—attention to the aging water distribution network. That means a risk-based replacement program for large and small mains, aggressive valve and hydrant renewal to shorten/lessen outages, and modern leak detection through advanced metering and pressure management. At our plants and in the field, we should deploy modern sensors and condition-based maintenance to prevent failures instead of reacting to them.

It is also past time to implement a dedicated stormwater utility to fund hundreds of needed projects. A fair, impervious-area fee with credits for on-site detention, rain gardens, green roofs, and tree canopy would support green streets, targeted culvert upgrades, and flood reduction in priority watersheds. We also need a thorough update of DWM fee structures to reduce burdens on ratepayers while keeping the system solvent.
	Question 3: The greatest issue facing District 9 is balancing growth and development with the need to improve infrastructure and ensure equitable access to housing and services. District 9 encompasses a unique mix of neighborhoods, industrial corridors, and newly revitalized areas like the "Upper Westside". This growth has brought new businesses, amenities, and jobs, but it has also created increased traffic, strain on public infrastructure, and rising housing costs. My strategy is to continue advancing infrastructure investments—such as resurfacing and safety projects, new sidewalks, and expanded trails. I will also continue working to expand park land and prioritize public safety investments that keep our communities secure as growth continues.

At the same time, citywide challenges—whether homelessness, transportation equity, or affordable housing—require collaboration with colleagues across districts. My approach has always been to put problem-solving and results ahead of politics. For example, I have worked across committees to secure more than $40 million for public safety equipment, new fire stations, and new parks—funding that benefits the entire city while also directly serving District 9. When balancing district priorities with citywide needs, I focus on identifying common ground: what improves quality of life in my community often aligns with broader solutions for Atlanta.
	Question 5: I would give the City a “C+” average overall, with DPR and DEAM getting higher grades and ATLDOT taking home a current "D-" : While we have made measurable progress in planning and design, and in some cases implementation, we have not yet delivered the pace of construction expected. While rising costs, supply chain delays, and labor shortages may have created challenges, residents and businesses deserve to see quicker action and delivered results.

To ensure projects move forward faster, we need three concrete changes. First, the City must enhance project management capacity, both by hiring additional staff and by leveraging outside expertise where necessary. Second, we must increase transparency and accountability by expanding public dashboards that track project milestones, timelines, and expenditures in real time, so residents and councilmembers can see where progress is on schedule and where bottlenecks exist. I have demanded this in Committee and budget hearings multiple times, though it has yet to be delivered. Third, I will push for streamlined permitting and procurement processes, which remain a significant drag on project delivery across departments and isn't specific to MAF. The City should establish clear timelines and hold both departments and contractors accountable for meeting them.
	Question 7: The City of Atlanta must play an active role in reducing income inequality by expanding opportunity through housing, workforce development, and transportation. Atlanta is often ranked high, if not first, when it comes to income inequality in U.S. cities, and reversing that trend requires targeted, sustained action that connects residents to stability and upward mobility.

First, affordable housing is foundational. Families cannot build wealth if they are housing insecure. I have supported policies that added or preserved over 1200 affordable units in District 9 and will continue advocating for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and  inclusionary zoning like the Westside Park Overlay I authored and am expanding. These tools help ensure that working families can afford to live in the city and access economic opportunity.

Second, the City must expand workforce development and small business support. By partnering with Invest Atlanta, trade schools, and unions, we can create apprenticeship pipelines in construction, healthcare, and green energy. At the same time, supporting small and minority-owned businesses with micro-loans, grants, and procurement opportunities will help build local wealth and grow Atlanta’s entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Third, transportation access is essential to reducing inequality. Residents must be able to reach jobs, training, and services without facing barriers (with reapportionment, District 9 now has no MARTA stations). Expanding MARTA access, completing trail projects, and investing in Complete Streets will connect neighborhoods to economic opportunity and improve quality of life.
	Question 9: My top priorities for Zoning 2.0 are clarity, predictability, and fair, inclusive growth. The code should allow context-sensitive density—small apartments, duplexes, and mixed use—especially near transit and commercial nodes. Pair that flexibility with objective design rules that protect neighborhood scale and a better public realm. Hard-wire affordability  inclusionary housing near transit, bonus height for deeper affordability, simple paths for ADUs and community land trusts. Reform parking by cutting minimums where frequent transit exists. Make it easier to reuse older buildings. Strengthen stormwater standards. Also, make the code readable: plain language, graphic tables, and a predictable, time-certain review process.

My concerns are one-size-fits-all rules, continued delayed permit reviews/approvals, and continued weak enforcement of the zoning and building code. As a District Councilmember, I also heavily weigh the NPU's vote on rezonings, so we must ensure the public is aware and educated on the City's priorities and new policies that Zoning 2.0 establishes.
	Question 11: The single biggest improvement we can make is creating a multi-governmental Housing First Board—modeled on the Fulton County/City of Atlanta Justice Policy Board that oversees the Diversion Center. Homelessness is regional, not just Atlanta’s issue. Too often, metro police and sheriffs departments  transport unsheltered residents into the city instead of serving them locally. A regional board would put every jurisdiction at one table for policy, funding, and accountability, ending finger-pointing and aligning resources to move people quickly from street to housing.

The board should include Fulton, DeKalb, Clayton, Cobb, Gwinnett, the City of Atlanta, and nearby municipalities. A top priority would be a unified, 24/7 low-barrier bridge-to-housing system tied to master-leased permanent supportive housing and rapid-rehousing units, so placements happen within days. Funding should follow a clear formula—population, PIT counts, service utilization—with multi-year IGAs for stability. Operatively, we would run one coordinated main center with on-site medical & behavioral health care and other resources.

Accountability is non-negotiable. The board should adopt anti-dumping MOUs and transport protocols—no transfers into Atlanta without verified placement or services—and require each jurisdiction to expand local outreach and shelter/housing capacity. Public dashboards would track placements, exits to permanent housing, returns to homelessness, and costs.
	Question 13: Let’s make one thing crystal clear. To keep HJAIA the busiest and most efficient airport—and a City of Atlanta asset—our city government MUST maintain a strong working relationship with leaders under the Gold Dome, starting with the Governor.

Operationally, the first fix is a familiar citywide issue: improve procurement and project delivery so capital work starts on time, stays on budget, and finishes faster. Second, build a steady talent pipeline with APS, technical colleges, and area universities, with paid apprenticeships, clear promotion paths, and streamlined badging and background checks for operations, maintenance, IT, and airfield management.

Airside priorities include completing gate and concourse expansions and optimizing arrival and departure procedures. Landside we should expand curb and roadway capacity, improve rental car and rideshare staging, and improve wayfinding.

Security must be best in class by investing in the latest security technology, automated lanes, and biometrics. Modernize and expand cargo to capture more revenue with updated facilities. Continue the refresh of terminals and elevate local concessions.
	Question 15: Infrastructure priorities in District 9 start with street resurfacing—by far the top need—alongside infill and repaired sidewalks, targeted street-safety projects, and intersection efficiency upgrades. Since rejoining the Transportation Committee this year, I’ve been a vocal advocate for basic maintenance and have pressed ATLDOT on the lack of progress, even on straightforward resurfacing.

It’s unacceptable that Atlanta’s average Pavement Condition Index (PCI) is 61. Decades of underinvestment—relying on small annual state grants and occasional bond or TSPLOST infusions—got us here. District 9 matches that average, yet nearly 30% of our streets rate Very Poor, Poor, or Marginal, including major arterials and collectors such as Perry Blvd, West Marietta St, Marietta Blvd, Hollywood Rd, and Johnson Rd. Sidewalks, striping, and signals are in similarly poor condition, and in many places sidewalks are missing altogether.

My plan is to increase annual funding for resurfacing and other basic transportation work, use the next bond/TSPLOST to catch up on deferred paving, and then place every street on an industry-standard maintenance cycle calibrated to AADT and condition. That program will also deliver sidewalk repair and infill, ADA upgrades, refreshed striping, modern signal timing, and proven safety treatments in high-collision locations. We will coordinate with utilities to minimize post-paving cuts, bundle projects to speed delivery and reduce costs, and publish a transparent resurfacing map and schedule so residents can see what’s next. I will also work on ordaining a clear and strict restoration policy for utility cuts.


