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2024 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3. Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to influence
others and deliver results.
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4. What improvements are necessary to improve the delivery of the City's core service functions to
improve quality of life for citizens and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on Downtown Atlanta and its role in the healthy and vibrancy of Atlanta?  What
actions will you take related to improving the downtown experience for visitors, employees, and residents?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. As Atlanta prepares to host the World Cup in June 2026, what specific strategies do you believe the
city should implement to ensure a successful and impactful event? How do you plan to leverage your
role to make the most of this opportunity for both visitors and residents?



7 

8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in continuing to improve public
safety outcomes in the city? Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will
you work to advance them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What specific measures would you propose to strengthen the relationship between the 
City of Atlanta and MARTA?Which capital projects on the More MARTA program do you 
consider most urgent to address in the next 1-3 years?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. Atlanta's water infrastructure is aging and requires long term solutions to meet the
demands of citizens and businesses. What solutions would you propose to address this
critical need?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply and preservation of affordable
housing? What are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

15. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?


	Candidate information
	Secondary contact information: (If you prefer that CBA direct scheduling inquiries to someone other than the candidate, check here __.)
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

	Text1: I am a Georgia native and longtime resident of Atlanta. I served as the Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova during the 1996 Olympic games. I am a small business owner, community advocate and political advisor. I am the founder and president of Atlanta-based non-profit Concerned Citizens United, which focuses on public safety policies and issues. During 2019-2020 I worked with Georgia State legislators to pass a bill that was signed into law by Georgia Governor, Brian Kemp. Bill 402 holds Judges accountable and creates transparency for their decisions in relation to signature bonds. For the past four years I have been focused on rising property taxes and petitioned state legislators for a 3% cap on raising these taxes in any given year in order to help home owners keep their property. I have been a member of The Carter Center's Ambassador's Circle for over10 years, I have served as the Security Chair for The Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods, and served on the Atlanta Police Citizen Advisory Board, as well as the Integrity Transition Teams for the Fulton County Sheriff and Fulton County District Attorney's office. I have attended both the Atlanta's Citizen Police Academy and the Fulton County Citizen Sheriff's Academy. I have also been a Georgia Master Gardener for 15years. I have a broad network of friends and associates from all parts of Atlanta with different political beliefs, socio-economical settings and religious ideologies. I have a well-rounded view and understanding of the city and its constituents. I have chosen to run because I have been able to connect with many wonderful people who love our city but feel as though they are not listened to with regard to public safety, rising property taxes, and housing affordability. All issues that we have been fight for in some capacity for over a decade. 
	Text4: There are core services that all Cities have that should not be neglected or it will be more costly in the long run. We find that often in cities certain services are put off and passed on to other administrations because focusing on the maintenance of these core services does not seem to have the same appeal for greatness and legacy recognition as does building a new fancy government facility with all of the upgraded bells and whistles. Likewise, when a cities revenues are less that it needs to maintain these services, cities will often cut the funding for the maintenance programs rather than decreasing staff positions. This is understandable and no one wants to be the person to cut staff positions. Often, we find that rather than cutting positions the city will just leave positions unfilled as it has done in the past with police officers. This is the position that we find ourselves in now with the overdue repairs to infrastructure that are needed, particularly with our roads, water and sewage infrastructure. Atlanta is past the point of continuing to push these issues to another administration as the problems have become more apparent. The natural income stream for these projects is through our multiple layers of taxation and fees. But this has become a burden to the constituents and has forced many to leave because they can no longer afford to bear the cost, while others are leaving because these core services have been neglected and has had a negative impact on our neighborhoods especially in the public safety sector.   
	Text5: Making our city safe by having a visual presence, and maintaining the recommended amount of properly trained police officers who are supported by their political leaders and communities. Having APD patrol the streets, interacting with the public and allow them to do their job with confidence will transform the public perception of Atlanta as a positive and safe city to visit. In return more businesses will be patronized and abandon store fronts will begin to fill with new businesses revitalizing neglected downtown areas and contributing to the tax base revenue flow into the city.
	Text6: Taxation is needed to maintain the infrastructure in order for modern day commerce to continue in any area. I believe we already have more than enough funding streams available. The city needs to have honest stewardship of the peoples money and keep up with the maintenance of the city's core services. If we do these two things, businesses will continue to invest in our city and people will continue to visit.. 
	Text7: Again, the city needs to be a good steward of taxpayers money. There needs to be focus on maintaining core services. We need to continue replacing and updating the water and sewage infrastructure. Maintain the proper amount of police officers that are needed to keep order on our streets. As a council person I will continue to focus on these issues and be a visible ambassador in the streets with my family touring the city alongside our out of town visitors. 
	Text8: I believe that Atlanta Police department has always been on a course of improving public safety. Training is and should always be ongoing. Testing different training styles and tactics in order to find the best policing practices for implementation is a good learning strategy in my opinion. Having an understanding of a police officer's job is something that I believe civilians and political leaders may not have knowledge about, which is why I support the Citizens police academy so a person can gain this knowledge and understanding of what it is like to walk in the shoes of an officer. 
	Text9: I would begin by meeting with the leaders and board members in order to introduce myself and listen to what their concerns and needs are. I would then compare that with the same concerns and needs for the city and the constituents who depend on these services. Mediate between these two and find the common ground. I think the 5 points proves to be the most urgent and difficult to address, due to the age, location and need of the service.  
	Text10: We are an attractive city. We are the capitol to a great state. The elevation is right, the resources are abundant and we have nuclear energy (4 generators) Our state has an established, solid defense industry, military bases with land, air and sea access. We have a deep river with a world class port, a world class naval base, a world class airport, the CDC with biological capabilities, farming land, mountain regions, expansive shorelines with access to two major bodies of water. We have a Federal Reserve and a competitive banking district. We have a strong diverse economy that is not solely dependent on one industry. We have a compilation of fortune 500 companies, small businesses, and Mom and Pop's which thrive together side by side, just like our citizenry living in the city that is too busy to hate, even when people try to divide us. This is certainly not an exhaustive list of our positives, but enough to make the point that we could function as an independent country with a lot of regional muscle. This is the selling point of Georgia and our beloved capitol, Atlanta. Our government just needs to focus on the maintenance of the city services to show that we are dedicated to the personal safety and home ownership security of our citizenry. Then more people will come to visit our great city and perhaps stay awhile
	Text11: First stop inflating the property taxes in the poorer neighborhoods. It is a shame that when improvements and investment projects start in economically challenged areas that are supposed to improve the lives of those who live there, the county comes in and raises all of their property taxes, which causes the home owner to neglect core maintenance to their house, which begins to need major repairs that the homeowner cannot afford. It would not be hard to only implement new tax rates on recent purchased properties and leave the legacy owners with their rate and only increasing rates by a max of %3 in any given year. Figuring the calculations for the two different taxed properties would not be difficult to do. The economic mobility and wealth gap seems to me to be more of a geographic issue of availability and access of jobs and goods in an area that is predominately black, but to my earlier point, when these accessible jobs, services, and goods become available in the pronominally black and poorer area, the city and county raised their cost before access could even begin. Economical mobility has come and is continuing to the Westside, but the city and county has forced their constituents out. These are the same people whom the question is addressing and were told they would benefit, and they are not. My strategy is to keep them in their homes by not taxing them out.  
	Text13: This has been a known issue for more than a decade. The problem is that no administration wants to do the dirty work of fixing the problem. Now the problem is obvious and we have to mend the pipes. I don't think we have any other option than to start replacing infrastructure at the first site of failure while working from the main source, outward and possibly coordinating this simultaneously with any planned street repairs and upgrades. 
	Text14: The problem with declaring that certain units of housing are deemed affordable is that what is affordable for one person does not mean that it is affordable for others. If we want to improve and preserve the affordability of housing then we need to elect unselfish, honest people who will not defraud the taxpayers for their own personal gain. If the government truly wants to help with the affordability of housing, then they would be more discretionary with their spending, reduce any bureaucracy within their departments, have an independent third party audit the city for any fraud, abuse or duplicate service payouts that maybe occurring, Also, the city should stop supporting the hyperinflation of property taxes. When Property taxes go up, that cost is passed on to renters; maintenance expenses are usually cut, and this enviably leads to poor service. I believe looking into having an audit of the city is key. When dealing with the taxpayer’s money there should stringent guidelines on discretionary expenses.  The city should remove any unnecessary expenditures and apply that saving to our current expenses, then work on the budget from that point; Expedite backlog projects that are reducing income and evaluate the operating departments in charge of those projects. Set realistic goals and time frames based on the personnel and equipment that the city has and calculate a forecasted project end date and the cost associated with the project. Then a determination can be made if a public / private partnership is warranted in order to shorten the completion time after a cost analysis for each avenue of completion is done.
	Text18: Atlanta is a beautiful city because of its tree canopy and the measures that are in place to maintain this environment. Our Chattahoochee River is also a valuable resource with a thriving eco-system. The Chattahoochee River Keepers are a dedicated group who have been good stewards and advocates for our river and its sustainability.  As we grow and more development is taking place, we need to make sure we have well planned and thought out measures for rain and water runoff. New developments need to maintain recommended distances from natural spill ways and take into consideration the possibility of leaving in place the natural water run off areas and tributaries by incorporating them into their design plans. Backfilling run off areas and flood zones create unknown and unintended problems in current ecosystem as well as other developed area where redirected water could create a flood zone. I think Atlanta and those who have been involved in development projects have been considerate in implementing these recommendations but we can always improve.  
	Text2: 1.  Public Safety & Accountability: 



I will continue to advocate for effective policing reforms, crime prevention strategies, victim advocacy and transparency within the justice system.



2. Combatting Extreme Property Tax Hikes:



I will contunue to be committed to addressing the burden of high property taxes on Atlanta residents, particularly those in rapidly gentrifying neighborhoods. I will also continue to advocate for tax relief measures, including expanded exemptions for seniors and low-income homeowners, and work to implement fair property tax assessments that reflect the true value of properties without forcing longtime residents out of their homes.



3. Education:



I will champion for more parental involvement concerning school curriculum  taught within our school districts and give parents an opportunity to become an essential collaborator while making improvements in public education, ensuring every child has access to quality learning opportunities that include teaching trades such as Electrical, Welding, Automotive Technology, Carpentry, Culinary Arts, Information Technology, Cosmetology, Robotics and Construction Management.  I will advocate for trades to be added back into the public school system. 
	Text 3: I lead by example and the strategy I use to influence others is to be honest, understanding, and communicative.  
	Text17: Core infrastructure should be prioritized first. I would continue working on the water and street backlogs. The rate at which these projects can be expedited and whether these should happen simultaneously or not depends on the city budget. As far as how to expedite the project delivery, the current failures that continue to happen are expediting the project better than any paid study or political speech render.    
	Text 16: 


