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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results. [For Mayoral Only] As Mayor, what will your process be in
vetting and selecting your staff and Cabinet leadership?



5 

4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?


	Candidate information
	Secondary contact information: (If you prefer that CBA direct scheduling inquiries to someone other than the candidate, check here __.)
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Blank Page

	Text1: In my electoral terms on the Atlanta City Council, I have been a prolific legislator—successfully authoring
and coauthoring record numbers of meaningful legislation for the citizens of Atlanta. I have passed over
2,000 pieces of legislation— more legislation per term than any other member of the Council in the city's
history. This legislation has impacted every neighborhood, NPU and Council District.
 
In my first two terms, as the Council representative for District 3; I doubled the amount of Community
Development Block Grants funds invested in my district, totaling more than $25 million. During this time,
I led the fulfillment of the City's 30-year promise to rebuild the historic Washington Park Natatorium, and
secured over $130 million for the creation of the Westside Village on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. It is the
largest single investment in the African-American community in Georgia. More streets, sidewalks, and
infrastructural deficiencies in District 3 were repaired than in any other district.
 
Most recently, I have led the fight to enhance public safety in the City, authoring the legislation to crack
down on street racing and fighting to keep the Atlanta City Detention Center open, to eliminate aggressive
panhandling, creation of the Public Safety Improvement Fund, and a Public Safety Compensation
Commission.
 
I have championed affordable housing and community development initiatives including requiring the City
to analyze all city owned parcels and make them available for affordable housing development, the
creation of the Summerhill Community Trust Fund (capitalized at $5 million), Affordable Housing Impact
Statements, $50 million Homeless Opportunity Project, Westside Tax Abatement for indigent residents—a 20 year property tax abatement program, and most recently, and the floating homestead exemption for
residential property owners which caps annual property tax increases for homesteaded residential
properties to 3% or the CPI whichever is less.
 
I have served as a national board member of the American Diabetes Association’s “Community &
Volunteer Development Committee,” board member of the ADA (Atlanta Chapter). I am a founding
member of the ADA’s “Fathers’ Day Council” Atlanta Committee. I have served on the boards of the East
Lake and Ollie Street YMCAs, and as a charter board member of the Centennial Place YMCA.
 
List Five Active Supporters:
a. The Honorable Andrew Young, former Mayor, City of Atlanta
b. The Honorable Roy Barnes, former Governor, State of Georgia
c. Mr. Doug Dilliard, business executive/developer
d. The Honorable Nan Orrock, GA State Senator
e. Steve Labovitz, Partner, Dentons LLP.
	Text4: No one will believe that Atlanta has the capacity to do big, aspirational things if we can't get the basics
right. We should be able to pick up trash and recycling every week (on time), bill for water correctly, trim
trees back and repair potholes.
 
In my next term I would like to work with the new administration to expand upon initiatives like ECheckbook;
expand 311 hours and implement greater tracking systems so citizens can follow their 311
service requests from complaint to resolution.
 
We also need to take a deep dive into the shared support services like law, finance and procurement that
create slow down our departments.
 
We should also examine all of our customer facing software systems - to ensure they are user friendly,
intuitive and generally built on an open platform for easy interaction by businesses and residents.
	Text5: I am opposed to all efforts to deannex from the City, but I understand the frustrations felt by citizens in
Buckhead. What Buckhead wants, everyone wants and that is city services to be responsive to the needs of the community. It pains me to think that just 4 years ago, I sponsored the largest annexation into the
City in 50 years (Emory University). I think my track record shows that when re-elected I will be in a
unique position to work with citizens in Buckhead, my colleagues on the Council, a new administration,
and across the aisle with leaders in the General Assembly to solve this problem and rebuild trust in the
City of Atlanta.
	Text6: I believe in conservative fiscal management of public dollars and am proud to say that in my 20 years of
public service, I have never voted for a property tax increase.
 
In 2017, I initiated sweeping property tax relief for homeowners in our City through passage of the "floating
homestead exemption". While this currently applies to county and city taxes, I plan to work with the
General Assembly to add this floating homestead to the school portion of the property tax bill.
 
As the City continues to grow, I think our existing revenue streams are more than adequate to pay for
the things we need to thrive. As a resident’s property goes up in value, it does not cost the government
more to provide services.
	Text7: I am a strong believer of ethics and transparency and have been a long-time supporter of the Ethics Office.
I was a co-sponsor of the legislation to create an Independent Inspector General in 2019. I also sponsored
legislation that requires all City employees to take Hatch Act while onboarding, to ensure they understand
the Federal requirements around ethical behavior by government employees.
 
Sunlight is the best way to prevent wrongdoing and misuse of City resources. Right now, I am working on
two pieces of legislation that would update the city whistle blower policy. The first ordinance would offer
a monetary reward to anyone that reports wrongdoing that checks out. The second ordinance would offer
a monetary incentive to appointees or employees who identify waste or recommend process
improvements/ identify waste that if implemented result in a budget savings.
	Text8: I led the successful opposition to the 2020 effort to defund the police. I have also been a critic of how the cash bail reform passed by the Council in 2018 has been implemented. It has been disastrous. I passed legislation earlier this year that asked the Municipal Court to give Council recommendations to changes to our bail process.
 
We need to quickly get back to a fully staffed police force of 2,000 officers. This should be our primary focus to addressing real and perceived safety issues in Atlanta by residents and visitors alike. We need to make sure all of our sworn personnel know that we stand behind them.
 
Working in partnership with the Community Improvement Districts, Neighborhood Planning Units, civic associations and business associations like Central Atlanta Progress and Midtown Alliance, the City can render community policing practices that best fit the needs of the respective areas. We also need to continue to rebuild our relationship with law enforcement and justice partners like the Fulton County Sheriff's department and the Georgia Department of Public Safety.
 
In addition, I would ensure that legislation (12-O-1324) I authored in 2012 to curtail aggressive panhandling would continue to be enforced. The adopted legislation was introduced to deal with repeat offenders who were arrested under an earlier passed ordinance to address the issue. The Atlanta Police Department noted that 78 offenders were arrested and quickly released more than 400 times. The 2012 law made it illegal to monetarily solicit someone within 15 feet of a building entrance or exit or is standing in line to enter a building or event facility. Panhandlers are prohibited from continuing to ask for money after they have been told “no” and are not permitted to touch people from whom they are asking money. The legislation applies equally throughout the city, making no special provisions for tourist areas, but is especially helpful in these areas. It sets minimum penalties of 30 days in jail for a second conviction and 90 days after a third conviction.
 
Listening to the challenges faced by our public safety officers is key to crafting legislative remedies that provide real-life, practical solutions that will offer effective tools to help the officers do the job they are sworn to do.
	Text9: I have supported all of the pre-arrest diversion (PAD) programs currently in place, but I believe in order
to ensure the success of these programs PAD teams should be dispatched with sworn law enforcement
officers to protect both the person seeking help, and our employees responding.
 
I have long been a supporter of accountability courts like (DUI, Drug, Veterans and Mental Health) and
am interested in pushing the Municipal Court to adopt this model. It has been wildly successful in the
Superior Courts across the state.
	Text10: There are several economic development strategies I support. As the creator of the Atlanta Development
Authority, Westside TAD and the sponsor of the legislation that enabled the development of Atlantic
Station, I firmly believe in tax allocation districts to attract new companies and industries to bring jobs to
Atlanta. This option can be layered with other phased incentives including municipal fee waivers and
employment credits when hiring city residents. Additional job stimulation incentives can be offered for
businesses that revitalize dilapidated buildings and areas.
 
Georgia has been the #1 state to do business for the past several years, Atlanta should be the #1 City to
do business. I have called for a top to bottom review of our business licensing and permitting processes
and look forward to kicking these initiatives off with a new administration in January.
	Text11: If the City of Atlanta has the right policies in place to facilitate economic growth, we can narrow the
racial wealth gap. We do not need to recreate the wheel. The City should formalize a partnership with
the Technical College System of Georgia (who do great work) to ensure every student graduating from
high school in the City of Atlanta has a spot in a technical program, if they are not going off to a 4-year
college or the military.
 
We should continue to make investments in parts of the city that have been left behind, like we have
done in my neighborhood Vine City.
	Text13: Atlanta will recover from the pandemic and achieve great heights again.
 
We have already used some of the Federal COVID relief funds to aid businesses that were harmed during
the pandemic. We need to continue our partnerships with sister governments to help people and
businesses get back on their feet.
 
I was proud to co-sponsor legislation that waived late fees for business licenses and alcohol permits so
that business could try and salvage their business through this difficult period.
 
We also must get our convention and tourism business back to full speed - that includes addressing
crime, homelessness, and nuisance behavior downtown.
	Text14: As I mentioned in response to an earlier question, I passed an ordinance to amend the City of Atlanta’s
policies governing the sale of surplus real estate, to allow, in areas where feasible, surplus City-owned
properties be used to develop affordable housing units. The next administration should quickly implement
this ordinance.
 
The best way to increase our supply of affordable housing is to ... build more housing. The City needs a top
to bottom review of our permitting process - it shouldn't take 12 months to get new development permits
approved. Developers should be able to submit for land disturbance and building permits simultaneously.
 
We also need to work with Invest Atlanta to reduce the fees required to access the Low-Income Housing
Tax Credit program.
 
The City should also look at ways to assist developers looking to build new affordable housing with land
acquisition and demolition cost. Two often these high land and demolition costs make LIHTC deals
unworkable.
	Text15: In 2017 I authored legislation that called on the Georgia General Assembly to institute a "floating
homestead" exemption for City of Atlanta taxes. This exemption for homesteaded property caps
assessment growth at 3% or th CPI whichever is less. Unfortunately, this exemption is only in place for
County and City taxes. In my next term I hope to expand this to the Atlanta Public Schools portion of the
property tax bill. No one should lose their home or be forced to sell their home because of a back door
tax increase.
 
In 2017 I worked with Mayor Reed and the Westside Future Fund to launch the Anti Displacement
Property Tax Fund. The program will pay a qualifying homeowners’ property tax increases if they live in
one of our historic westside neighborhoods.
	Text16: I was proud to advocate for the legislation that authorized the MORE MARTA referendum when it was
debated under the Gold Dome, help write the project list, and ultimately approve the contract with
MARTA to launch the program. We must continue to make sure that the City of Atlanta and the MARTA
system as a whole are ripe for increased Federal and State transit investment.
 
With regards to the City's appointees to the MARTA Board - I have always taken the time to meet with
appointees before they are confirmed by the Council, and regularly engage with them during their term on the Board. We have had some great leaders serve on the MARTA board from the City of Atlanta
including Former Chairman Robbie Ashe, and Juanita Abernathy to name a few.
	Text17: The City through ATLDOT needs to focus on the basics - paving streets, fixing/constructing sidewalks, and
making safety improvements.
 
Our strategy should be simple. Infrastructure takes money. The city needs to be more aggressive
pursuing federal funds. The city needs a 2nd TSPLOST program, and it needs to be on the ballot this
November, not next year. Just last month I supported an increase in general fund infrastructure
spending.
 
How do we expedite delivery? That could be seen as a trick question. Infrastructure projects often
require acquisition of right of way and complex utility relocation efforts, which can slow down the
delivery of projects.
 
We should focus on the things we can control. Better evaluate the firms doing design and construction;
perform more projects as design-build; and overhaul our entire procurement process.
We need to focus on implementing our citywide infrastructure and transportation strategy, instead of
getting fixated on one-off projects.
	Text18: Sustainability is critically important to our future as a City. I think our sustainability efforts like the
expansion of EV charging at Hartsfield Jackson International Airport and other city facilities and combing
new park development and flood mitigation as we see at the recently opened Cook Park have been
wildly successful. The City needs to continue these initiatives and work with our business community and
sister governments on a collaborative sustainability strategy.
	Text2: Crime, Crime and Crime.
 
Crime and public safety is the number one issue facing our city. It is effecting all of our citizens and visitors in every city neighborhood. It has produced great anxiety and fear across the City, this is unacceptable. No one should be scared to get gas in the City, hang out in their front yard, or drive down the street.
 
Getting back to a fully staffed police force (2,000 officers) that is well-compensated is one key to addressing the city’s public safety challenges. Atlanta’s public safety personnel (Fire, Police and Correction officers) should be the highest paid in the state of Georgia, if not the region. To address salary concerns and attrition, I introduced legislation to create a Public Safety Compensation Commission to define equitable salary numbers, perform annual or biannual salary analysis and make regular recommendations to the City Council and Mayor to ensure that public safety personnel salary data is always current. Salary and benefits remain among the top reasons that attrition is high in our departments. We must ensure that public safety personnel can afford to make a full career with the City of Atlanta and protect the City’s
investment in these personnel by paying competitive, equitable and living wages.
 
Affordable Housing – In 2017 I passed an ordinance to amend the City of Atlanta’s policies governing the sale of surplus real estate, to allow, in areas where feasible, surplus City-owned properties be used to develop affordable housing units. Unfortunately, the Administration has been slow to implement this ordinance. The City should prepare to sell real estate to pre-qualified (targeting non-profit developers)developers for a $1 to eliminate the key barrier to the development of affordable housing—cost of land. By helping developers to avoid high costs of land acquisition, the legislation will make such development more feasible and help families at zero to 30 percent AMI, the income bracket of Atlanta families with the greatest unmet housing needs. In the other areas, the City can also create housing enterprise zones that would support the purchasing of housing stock in select neighborhoods and for first-time homebuyers.
 
Transportation – I was a co-sponsor of the legislation that created the "Atlanta Department of Transportation." This new department had great success resurfacing streets in 2020. I also led the effort on the City council to rebaseline the Renew Atlanta and T-SPLOST programs to make sure we can deliver the projects the voters were promised. In addition, I believe I have contributed to improving the City's relationship with GDOT, making Atlanta more attractive for state investment in our infrastructure. I led the negotiating team that worked with GDOT and leaders under the Gold Dome to make 5 miles of improvements to Donald Lee Hollowell Parkway, in exchange for 1 block of Mitchell Street, we then passed this deal and overrode a veto.
	Text 3: The very nature and structure of the Atlanta City Council requires collaboration and partnership with
Council colleagues. As an At-Large member, I represent the entire city and regularly partner to achieve the
needed 8 votes to adopt legislative proposals. Recent examples include partnering with Councilmember's
Andrea Boone and Marci-Collier Overstreet to fund and install cameras at the Cascade Nature Preserve
and with Howard Shook, JP Matzegeit and Dustin Hillis to create a joint committee to negotiate with Fulton
County over use of the Atlanta City Jail.


