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Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or
less.

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.

I've lived in Mechanicsville for the past six years, serving as a community leader and organizer fighting for
housing justice, access to safe streets, and to put an end to the flooding that has so badly ravaged our south
Atlanta communities. City Hall has been an obstacle in our fight to uplift and improve our communities, and I'm
running not only to change that paradigm, but to make sure that City Council champions policies centered
around equity, inclusion, and community engagement.

My whole life has been centered around service--first to our country, and now to our community. As a veteran, |
served in the Army for six years, including tours to both Iraq and Afghanistan. Professionally, for the past nine
years, I've helped grow a national nonprofit assisting military veterans find good paying jobs from 15 employees
to 120 employees nationally. My educational background supports my experience as well--1 hold a Master of
Public Administration with local government specialization from the University of Georgia and a Master of
Science in Commercial Real Estate from Georgia State University. | believe | have a strong grasp of the
competing and public-, private-, and nonprofit sector interests that drive our city on a daily basis.

I've also served on the boards of the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition, Advance Atlanta, the BeltLine Tax Allocation
District Advisory Committee, the Turner Field Community Benefits Coalition, the Intrenchment Creek Community
Stewardship Council, the Mechanicsville Civic Association, and in various roles with Neighborhood Planning Unit
V. And it's because of these diverse experiences, | believe that | am uniquely qualified to take Atlanta’s
challenges head-on.

AFSCME Local 1644, Atlanta Professional Association of City Employees (PACE), Rep. Erick Allen,
Commissioner Ted Terry, and Run for Something are all actively supporting my campaign. My campaign’s
values are centered on inclusion, access, and transparency, and | believe those values have been at the core of
our advocates and allies working to uplift Atlanta’s working families. City Hall must further those values, and |
believe having the support of progressive organizations and leaders like these makes that possibility more likely.




2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

My key issues this campaign are centered around my belief that:

--Atlanta needs to work harder to end displacement and preserve access to quality affordable housing in
District 4 and beyond. Thousands of Atlantans are at risk of displacement or eviction. Families who built
Atlanta--who built West End and Mozley Park and Oakland City and Mechanicsville--can no longer afford
to stay in this city and reap the benefits that come from years of investing in our culture and our history.

--Slow streets are safe streets, and I'm fighting to ensure that the city invests in policies that will move
Atlantans safely. In the last five years, more than 2,000 Atlantans were injured or killed in collisions with
speeding vehicles. These men and women were just living their lives, just trying to cross the street to a
bus stop or ride a bike to the corner store or go to school on roadways that are designed for cars and not
people. And disproportionately, these victims are black, underserved, and reside in southwest Atlanta
communities without sidewalks, crosswalks or street lights.

--All Atlantans deserve to live in safer neighborhoods, supported through strategies that broaden our
public safety tools and rethinks the role of police in our communities. 157 Atlantans were victims of
homicides last year, and many more have been killed this year due to pervasive gun violence. Most of
these victims were young, black men and children who were ignored by our city’s leaders and who
through no fault of their own feel helpless and hopeless.

| discuss the ways in which | would address each of these challenges much more in-depth elsewhere in
this questionnaire.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.

My leadership style is focused on inclusion, engagement, and stakeholder buy-in and is defined by a drive to understand
systems and processes in order to try to improve shortfalls within the systems I’'m operating. My military training helped
me develop and fine-tune my personal leadership style, which largely depends on generating buy-in from stakeholders by
treating all parties as equals, including those junior in position and experience.

| utilized this strategy during my time in Afghanistan. | served in Afghanistan from October 2010 to October 2011. During
that period, | was charged with coordinating and synchronizing missions with the Special Forces community aimed at
stabilizing the security of our area. During this period, | routinely leveraged operations and intelligence assets to support
my organization’s goals, ultimately ensuring that we were able to achieve our commander’s long-term campaign
objectives.

The relationships that | developed and sustained between the Special Forces community, conventional military forces,
and Afghan partners helped create a collaborative environment, effectively setting the conditions to bring disparate actors
with different priorities together for a common goal. | researched detainee transfer protocols, cross-jurisdictional
organizational structures, and Afghan legal jurisprudence, working with local government officials to bring old enemies
together to the table. While much of my work was done behind the scenes, | used my understanding of the relationships
between these various communities to put the conditions in place to bring everyone together. By coming from a place of
understanding, we were able to build bridges and make significant inroads towards our goals.




4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning. What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

The success of many of our core services hinges on our need to upgrade and overhaul facilities, procure
new equipment, and to streamline processes and cut red tape at City Hall, but | believe that the biggest
issue is driven by challenges with personnel. | believe that Atlanta has some of the hardest working
public employees in the country, and structural failures among city employees need to be addressed by
City Council so that these individuals are armed with the tools and support necessary to do their jobs
effectively. Morale has been low for some time, and it's forcing a high turnover rate among city
employees. Politicization of management decisions, lack of due process for terminated employees, more
work with fewer days off, and additional pressures tied to COVID 19 has made working for the city much
more difficult than in years past. And as a result, customer and constituent services have worsened.
Addressing city employee morale and retention would in-turn make our core services function in the ways
that they're supposed to be.

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement? What actions will you take
related to this issue?

Buckhead cityhood would make it harder for our city and our region to address public safety. Public
safety is a regional problem, and it's harder to find a regional solution to these issues when we have so
much fracturing across competing localities. Fragmentation across our 140 cities and 28 counties has
already disrupted our ability to find comprehensive solutions to transportation, housing, and economic
development, and public safety is no exception. Yet another municipality means yet another police force,
yet another court system, yet another obstruction on the path to accountability, and yet another
redundant bureaucracy competing for already-limited resources.

Residents in my community in southwest Atlanta want the same things as those in Buckhead do. And |
believe that the loss of Buckhead’s tax base would make it more difficult for Atlanta to fund the public
safety measures that Buckhead residents are demanding, including hiring more police officers. In fact,
increases in violent crime impact my community more than other parts of the city. And so, we need to
work together and unite to push for new approaches to fighting crime throughout the city.

It is also not lost on me that none of Buckhead's political leadership--none of its representatives on
Atlanta City Council, or Fulton County Commission, or the Georgia State Legislature, or even members
of the business community such as the Buckhead Coalition and Buckhead CID--are pushing for this
measure. It's been a pet project of a vocal minority with outsized influence at the Georgia Assembly, and
| believe that needs to be called out. That doesn’t make the concern of Buckhead residents any less
valid, but it does take our focus away from actually solving the public safety challenges that the city,
region, and state are facing. | believe strongly that humoring the ill-thought-out fantasies of a few
short-sighted agitators imperils not only Atlanta, but also our region and our state.
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow? How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

Atlanta has one of the highest sales taxes in the country, and | don’t believe that adding to that
structure is sustainable for our citizens living in the margins. Because sales taxes are regressive and
place an unnecessary burden on low income residents, | prefer alternative options to rectifying budget
shortfalls. | would rectify these shortfalls by advocating for progressive tax policies that target both high
earners and bad actors. | recognize that the city would need to work with the state to allow for effective
programs like progressive income taxes, but | believe that effective state advocacy could move us
towards that goal. Beyond that, investors who own and manage derelict properties should be held
accountable and fined for their impairment of our communities.

| also support the increase of our development impact fees, a feat which hadn’t been accomplished in
decades. For instance, the City of Atlanta was raising about $7M in impact fees. Updating our fee
structure is expected to triple revenues, making it so that the city can better invest in the transportation
and infrastructure needs of our communities being impacted by unchecked development.

We must also stablish a stormwater utility in the City of Atlanta--this would serve as a distinct fiscal
entity which would provide a consistent source of revenue to help manage the city’s stormwater needs.
Atlanta’s consent decree-driven infrastructure costs won't last forever, and we need to ensure that we
remain committed to acceptable water quality standards. To ensure fairness, the utility could link the
feed to the amount of stormwater runoff generated by impervious surfaces on a parcel of land. By
placing a cost on this runoff, property owners would be encouraged to capture and reuse runoff before
it's emptied into the watershed.

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.

Atlanta faces many challenges in its quest to secure an open, honest, and transparent government, and | recognize
that no individual policy will completely solve these problems. The procurement process is a mess, and the city should
seek to audit procurement procedures through an independent and external body. This would be a critical first step in
preventing future abuses.

First and foremost, government transparency has been a major cornerstone of my campaign, and | believe it is a
necessary component of an equitable and just society. For too long, Atlanta has been influenced by backroom deals
where those with the right access are prioritized over the people that our officials have sworn to serve. | served as an
Army officer across two overseas tours to Iraq and Afghanistan, so | have seen firsthand how money can corrupt local
governments, and when left unchecked, how that corruption can bring undue suffering to the people that need help
the most.

Next, developing robust and open data portals would aid in transparency as well. Many city departments lack the
resources and staff to address myriad open records requests, or even routine information requests, from the general
public. But by committing to open data, citizens, nonprofit organizations, and private companies can help the city
streamline its processes and potentially identify problems before they arise.

Open data could also allow for better monitoring of campaign contributions at the local level. Currently, the city
uploads disclosure reports through a confusing website which compiles difficult-to-search .pdf documents which are
only accessible through a cumbersome user interface. Comparatively, state contributions are scannable and
reportable through simple keyword searches, and | believe Atlanta should implement a similar searchable database.

Between the many bribery and procurement scandals that have rocked Atlanta government, recognition of existing
best practices, and my own experiences fighting corruption and misfeasance in foreign countries, | emphatically
support implementing new regulations, policies, and procgdures aimed at stopping ethics abuses at Atlanta City Hall.




8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them? What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

| believe that public safety shouldn’t always be centered around policing. In fact, | believe in safer
neighborhoods supported through strategies that broaden our public safety tools and rethinks the role
of police in our communities. To make this a reality, | believe we must invest in wraparound services
centered on social work, community organizing, and economic development, intervening in adverse
behavior, and providing stability and opportunities for at-risk youth.

To achieve that, | believe that the City of Atlanta should create a Department of Public Safety that
recognizes that Atlanta’s myriad public safety needs and challenges require solutions beyond
policing. The city must also recognize that much of this work has already been done by
organizations, non profits, and faith groups for a long time. Atlanta must encourage partnerships with
existing community institutions and nonprofits to ensure that ongoing complementary programming
and support services are enhanced rather than replaced.

More work needs to be done to ensure that policing is an effective part of public safety. That means
changing the culture of policing in our city to encourage more foot patrols in our communities,
ensuring that officers are seen, accessible, and made accountable to our citizens. That also means
addressing issues related to police retention and morale and investing in programs encouraging
residency in policed communities, ultimately breaking barriers between officers and those they are
sworn to protect.

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?

| recognize that measurement and evaluation are important parts of our city’s decision-making, but |
also recognize that our existing public safety and policing programs are poorly evaluated and have few
restrictions on funding, and | would like to see alternative programs receive this same deference. But |
agree that measurement is important.

| believe that we can change the culture of policing by emphasizing diversions as public safety
outcomes rather than relying on arrest statistics. This is all to say that | absolutely support the work of
the Pre-Arrest Diversion program, and | believe that it needs to be fully-funded so that it's operating at
full capacity, 24/7. The City of Atlanta only funds one-third of PAD’s budget, and that needs to be
changed.

But for it to thrive, we must also change the culture of policing by emphasizing diversions as public
safety outcomes rather than relying on arrest statistics to drive our understanding of success. In fact,
arrests are the primary metric used for officer evaluations (which is then linked to promotions and
authorization to work off-duty), which further disincentivizes officers from using our diversion programs.
For PAD to be successful, not only must it be fully-staffed and fully-funded, but it also needs to be
prioritized by APD. We can’'t measure what we don't use.

Policing isn’'t always the solution to our problems. We have a lot of police as it is. In fact, our
conversation about there being too few police officers seems to miss that we also have officers from
MARTA Police, Georgia State University Police, Georgia State Patrol, Fulton County Sheriff, Atlanta
Public Schools Police, the Department of Public Safety, and others all patrolling our communities. So
any solutions to crime and public safety need to take that into consideration.




10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

The City of Atlanta should instead focus on investing in homegrown businesses and local talent, and
hometown businesses development rather than business attraction. Atlanta needs to avoid falling into
the trap of competing with peer cities in order to attract major conglomerates with millions (or billions)
of dollars in publicly-funded incentives, instead of opting to nurture the economic potential of our
existing residents, culture, and institutions. So far in 2021, Invest Atlanta has yielded $650 million in
total capital investment, but it has only given five small business loans during that same time. Low-
interest loans or grants could mean the difference between life or death-solvency or bankruptcy-for
many of our city’s businesses.

For too long, economic development has become shorthand for business attraction, which means that
millions of public funds are given away to large conglomerates with few ties to our city’s history,
culture, institutions, or people. In some cases, these large corporations can outcompete local
businesses, forcing local institutions to shutter. Poor accountability around how these tax incentives
are distributed too often has a disastrous effect on our communities and on our city.

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?

We can address this by continuing to build mixed income communities which deconcentrates poverty and
provides opportunities through education and economic development. But those communities will continue to
be too few and far between without the expansion of our inclusionary zoning practices. Also, many of our
residents live far below the 60-80% AMI thresholds used in our inclusionary zoning language, and | would
support maodifications that would allow for developers to set aside housing for lower income strata of families.

Throughout this questionnaire, | talk about various ways that | would like to address housing affordability,
transportation access and equity, and deliver public safety in ways that address these shortfalls. In addition to
this, I would like to see stronger partnerships with other governing bodies to address our wealth gap. We are
all partners in the work to uplift our city. However, this work is threatened by the disparities that exist within
our communities.

| also recognize that developers will fight tooth and nail against additional requirements mandated by the city.
In deference to these concerns, rather than hastily-imposed citywide decree, we should take a deliberate
approach that makes it easier and more manageable for developers to accommodate these changes at a
pace that doesn't push them into suburban communities without inclusionary zoning restrictions. We should
be partners, not adversaries.

Considering the number of projects that take public funds through Invest Atlanta, | would look to adopt
mandatory inclusionary zoning practices for transactions involving the sale or transfer of publicly-owned
property. In the last five years alone, we've seen a number of megadeals involving publicly-owned properties
including The Gulch, Turner Field, Fort MacPherson, and Underground Atlanta. These were missed
opportunities to advance our affordable housing agenda, and unfortunately we won't get many more.
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

The pandemic put the fragility of Atlanta’s business community on full display. For Atlanta to be a
resilient city, we need a stronger workforce supported through skills training and development
opportunities that are currently being unrealized. To ensure that happens, we must grow and nurture our
local talent. Connecting that talent to employers would go a long way towards ensuring the success and
viability of our businesses. It would also mean more Atlantans could thrive and find jobs that pay well
enough so that more families can live in the communities of their choosing. For Atlanta to be
competitive, it must have a capable workforce, but much of our talent leaves for cities that are more
affordable or are better managed. Many others leave because they have no choice.

We must develop effective partnerships between WorkSource Atlanta and Atlanta Public Schools that
could help facilitate internships, apprenticeship opportunities, and work experience for students to aid in
career exploration and development of soft skills. Beyond schools, reopening and resourcing our
recreation centers could present our youth with vocational, recreational, and learning opportunities that
promote personal growth and social development.

We must also leverage public private partnerships to develop career pathways for our residents,
especially as large corporations continue to take public funds. Local hiring benchmarks should be
included as part of any tax credit or abatement agreement.

While many of the existing workforce training programs are great, lackluster transportation infrastructure
can affect our trainees ability to take advantage of these opportunities. For residents to have to spend
hours traveling on dangerous streets to far-flung corners of the region for training opportunities can be
burdensome. | would continue to support investment in expanded transportation alternatives which will
help those most in need to get to training opportunities and jobs.

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?

My strategies to address this include the following:

--Create a Cabinet-level housing position that establishes goals and coordinate resources with Atlanta’s
myriad housing agencies.

--Expand funding for land banks or community land trusts, which would stabilize land costs and promote
economic diversity in neighborhoods by ensuring community stewardship of land.

--Adopt mandatory inclusionary zoning practices for transactions involving the sale or transfer of
publicly-owned property.

--Employ market-driven solutions, such as ending minimum parking requirements for new construction and
removing traditional zoning requirements which would expand housing choices.

--Hold shadow investors who hold blighted properties and code enforcement violators accountable, which
would increase the supply of available housing and open more opportunities to families across the city.
--Expand Invest Atlanta’s home down payment assistance programs, strengthening the pipelines available
for residents to become homeowners.

--Work with county-level partners to develop new property tax exemptions for cost-burdened property owners

There is a tension in our communities when it comes to affordable housing, and addressing that tension
requires communication, transparency, and an understanding of the nuance surrounding housing policy.
Many argue that there is already an abundance of affordable housing in our neighborhoods, especially
across southwest Atlanta. But Atlanta is losing affordable housing units every day, so we must build
additional subsidized housing to preserve the number of existing affordable units. With that said, there are so
many vacant parcels in this city that | find it hard to agree with concerns that affordable housing mandates
are undercutting the ability for developers to create market-rate housing and contend that we aren’t doing
enough to reverse losses. 9




14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

We must ensure that the families that have been the organizational backbone of our communities for decades
can continue to shape our city’s cultural legacy as we gain new residents. District 4 is home to some of the most
economically vulnerable residents in the city. | believe that everyone should be able to live in the community of
their choosing, and that Atlanta needs to do more to protect both legacy residents and the next generation of
young talent and leaders who can no longer afford to stay in the communities that raised them.

These challenges are largely driven by a citywide housing shortage. Legacy residents are fighting tooth and nalil
to stay in their communities at the same time that young transplants with well-paying jobs are hoping to live in
trendy communities close to the BeltLine. Everyone’s competing for the same limited housing stock, and
housing prices are skyrocketing because of it. But unfortunately, new housing is being built at less than half the
pace as our peak in the mid 2000s. In short, we're not building enough housing supply to meet that demand.

There are a number of ways that we can get more housing units online. Tweaking zoning rules would allow for a
diversity of uses which would meet the needs of families looking for housing options beyond large-scale,
multi-family and low-density, single-family units. Atlanta should allow the construction of duplexes, triplexes, and
garden apartments, as well as accessory dwelling units.

Minimizing red tape and roadblocks at City Hall would allow home construction to happen much more quickly.
Personnel shortages are also a problem, and | believe that we can help move permits along much more quickly
putting more homes in the pipeline just by hiring more inspectors and other key staff members.

| also support employing market-driven solutions, such as ending minimum parking requirements for new
construction and promoting density bonuses to allow developers to recapture a portion of construction costs.

Also, providing direct rental assistance or support for utilities would help reduce financial burdens and stabilize
our existing households. It is critical that the city move to protect legacy residents and institutions from
displacement.

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program? How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?

With regards to the MARTA board, | would like to see more active users of the MARTA system be added to the board with particular emphasis on
bus ridership. | believe that most of the pain points experienced within the MARTA system are tied to bus service, and that perspective can't be
replicated elsewhere.

| believe that transparency and oversight comes from collaboration and partnerships. MARTA might be our region’s chief transit operator, but it isn’t
the only stakeholder when it comes to transit and the City of Atlanta must play a stronger role in ensuring MARTA's success. Prioritizing
connectivity and accessibility for all Atlanta residents will strengthen our existing transit systems, making it easier for residents in far-flung corners
of the region to utilize amenities in the city and vice versa. Not to mention that ridership suffers when last-mile connectivity doesn'’t exist in many
places.

And while it's true that much of that is the purview of MARTA and other transit planning agencies, they can’t operate in a vacuum. We can only
succeed when we support infrastructure with land use and zoning policies that enhance the urban fabric, and that's completely on the City of
Atlanta. How truly useful is a bus stop when there's no sidewalk or that sits a few feet from a straightaway where cars routinely travel at speeds of
more than 60 mph?

And land-use and road design aren’t the only ways that the city can support MARTA. Partnering with MARTA to adjust or deviate from passenger
thresholds for bus benches and shelters can make bus ridership much more enjoyable and dignified. | will also work to ensure our traffic signals
are upgraded so that buses are given priority. This is something that should have happened years ago with the streetcar, and | recognize that
having buses constantly stuck in traffic can deter ridership. Overall, | believe that prioritizing buses on our streets and creating dedicated lanes will
create a safe environment that decenters automobiles from our transportation landscape and elevates people.
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

All Atlantans deserve safe streets and freedom of mobility, but Atlanta has an $800 million sidewalk backlog, and it
will take years, maybe even decades to overcome. We need to have sustainable funding mechanisms in place so
that we can address this shortfall. Here’s what | will support so that Atlanta can fund pedestrian infrastructure for
generations to come:

--We need a new TSPLOST specifically focused on addressing the sidewalk gap and other pedestrian-oriented
street safety improvements. However, | recognize approving any funding stream is politically tenuous. Shortfalls in
Renew Atlanta have created a degree of distrust among many Atlantans, and restoration of that trust must be baked
into any proposed funding stream that’s presented to voters. Developing a specific project list will help ensure that
buy-in.

--The people who live and work in Atlanta are most directly impacted by our investments in transportation
infrastructure, we must work with interagency and intergovernmental partners to shoulder as much of this load as
possible. The Georgia Department of Transportation, Fulton County, and Atlanta Public Schools are all major
stakeholders in our policy-making, are all impacted by their constituents’ ability to move safely, and should all invest
in pedestrian infrastructure accordingly.

--A public infrastructure account like a sidewalk fund will help ensure accountability, and mandating an explicit
requirement for developers to contribute to this fund as a condition of tax incentives administered through Invest
Atlanta will help alleviate many funding gaps and shortfalls.

--We need to be more diligent about how impact fees are spent and ensure that sidewalks take precedence ahead
of competing priorities.

--Recognizing the need for tourists, convention goers, and travelers to be able to walk safely to our city's premier
attractions, we must partner with state elected officials and other stakeholders to allow hotel / motel tax or rental car
fees to be dedicated to transportation improvements and infrastructure projects which ultimately improve the safety
and mobility of our urban core.

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality? What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?

Stormwater management isn't the only sustainability challenge facing our city (for instance, | support
electrifying our city’s vehicle fleet and making changes to our zoning rules to density and transit), but |
believe it's the sustainability challenge that's most impacting Atlantans today.

| lead the Intrenchment Creek Community Stewardship Council, an organization fighting for environmental
justice for our south Atlanta communities. | believe that climate change is an intergenerational issue that
requires the attention of leaders at every level of government and we must ensure that Atlanta plays a bigger
role in reversing its effects. With climate change and global warming, extreme storm events have become
more common, making our need to capture runoff much more urgent. We are experiencing more frequent,
longer-lasting, and heavier rain events at the same time that we are experiencing more development, which
means our communities (and our aging pipes and other aging infrastructure) are having to deal with a larger
abundance of stormwater runoff. We need legislation that recognizes this reality.

Atlanta's existing ordinance has led us to become a leader in the state for how we've addressed localized
flooding and water quality concerns from stormwater runoff, and as a world-class city, we must lead
nationally as well. But for that to happen, we must strengthen our stormwater ordinance, and | will do
everything in my power to require developers to shoulder a greater share of this burden.

But that’s not all we can do to better manage stormwater runoff and address flooding. We must strengthen
requirements for the implementation of green infrastructure best practices in projects financed with Invest
Atlanta tax incentives. We must champion initiatives and policies that reverse decades of flooding and
environmental degradation caused by unchecked development. We must promote sustainable land use and
reduce food insecurity through the implementation and expansion of urban agriculture programs. And we
must ensure the fair and equitable treatment and ibi¢lusion of communities in the planning and
implementation of projects, and the enforcement of environmental policy, regulations, and laws.
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Residents in my community in southwest Atlanta want the same things as those in Buckhead do. And I believe that the loss of Buckhead’s tax base would make it more difficult for Atlanta to fund the public safety measures that Buckhead residents are demanding, including hiring more police officers. In fact, increases in violent crime impact my community more than other parts of the city. And so, we need to work together and unite to push for new approaches to fighting crime throughout the city.
 
It is also not lost on me that none of Buckhead's political leadership--none of its representatives on Atlanta City Council, or Fulton County Commission, or the Georgia State Legislature, or even members of the business community such as the Buckhead Coalition and Buckhead CID--are pushing for this measure. It’s been a pet project of a vocal minority with outsized influence at the Georgia Assembly, and I believe that needs to be called out. That doesn’t make the concern of Buckhead residents any less valid, but it does take our focus away from actually solving the public safety challenges that the city, region, and state are facing. I believe strongly that humoring the ill-thought-out fantasies of a few short-sighted agitators imperils not only Atlanta, but also our region and our state.
	Text6: Atlanta has one of the highest sales taxes in the country, and I don’t believe that adding to that structure is sustainable for our citizens living in the margins. Because sales taxes are regressive and place an unnecessary burden on low income residents, I prefer alternative options to rectifying budget shortfalls. I would rectify these shortfalls by advocating for progressive tax policies that target both high earners and bad actors. I recognize that the city would need to work with the state to allow for effective programs like progressive income taxes, but I believe that effective state advocacy could move us towards that goal. Beyond that, investors who own and manage derelict properties should be held accountable and fined for their impairment of our communities. 
 
I also support the increase of our development impact fees, a feat which hadn’t been accomplished in decades. For instance, the City of Atlanta was raising about $7M in impact fees. Updating our fee structure is expected to triple revenues, making it so that the city can better invest in the transportation and infrastructure needs of our communities being impacted by unchecked development.
 
We must also stablish a stormwater utility in the City of Atlanta--this would serve as a distinct fiscal entity which would provide a consistent source of revenue to help manage the city’s stormwater needs. Atlanta’s consent decree-driven infrastructure costs won’t last forever, and we need to ensure that we remain committed to acceptable water quality standards. To ensure fairness, the utility could link the feed to the amount of stormwater runoff generated by impervious surfaces on a parcel of land. By placing a cost on this runoff, property owners would be encouraged to capture and reuse runoff before it’s emptied into the watershed.

	Text7: Atlanta faces many challenges in its quest to secure an open, honest, and transparent government, and I recognize that no individual policy will completely solve these problems. The procurement process is a mess, and the city should seek to audit procurement procedures through an independent and external body. This would be a critical first step in preventing future abuses.
 
First and foremost, government transparency has been a major cornerstone of my campaign, and I believe it is a necessary component of an equitable and just society. For too long, Atlanta has been influenced by backroom deals where those with the right access are prioritized over the people that our officials have sworn to serve. I served as an Army officer across two overseas tours to Iraq and Afghanistan, so I have seen firsthand how money can corrupt local governments, and when left unchecked, how that corruption can bring undue suffering to the people that need help the most.
 
Next, developing robust and open data portals would aid in transparency as well. Many city departments lack the resources and staff to address myriad open records requests, or even routine information requests, from the general public. But by committing to open data, citizens, nonprofit organizations, and private companies can help the city streamline its processes and potentially identify problems before they arise.
 
Open data could also allow for better monitoring of campaign contributions at the local level. Currently, the city uploads disclosure reports through a confusing website which compiles difficult-to-search .pdf documents which are only accessible through a cumbersome user interface. Comparatively, state contributions are scannable and reportable through simple keyword searches, and I believe Atlanta should implement a similar searchable database.
 
Between the many bribery and procurement scandals that have rocked Atlanta government, recognition of existing best practices, and my own experiences fighting corruption and misfeasance in foreign countries, I emphatically support implementing new regulations, policies, and procedures aimed at stopping ethics abuses at Atlanta City Hall. 
	Text8: I believe that public safety shouldn’t always be centered around policing. In fact, I believe in safer neighborhoods supported through strategies that broaden our public safety tools and rethinks the role of police in our communities. To make this a reality, I believe we must invest in wraparound services centered on social work, community organizing, and economic development, intervening in adverse behavior, and providing stability and opportunities for at-risk youth. 
 
To achieve that, I believe that the City of Atlanta should create a Department of Public Safety that recognizes that Atlanta’s myriad public safety needs and challenges require solutions beyond policing. The city must also recognize that much of this work has already been done by organizations, non profits, and faith groups for a long time. Atlanta must encourage partnerships with existing community institutions and nonprofits to ensure that ongoing complementary programming and support services are enhanced rather than replaced.
 
More work needs to be done to ensure that policing is an effective part of public safety. That means changing the culture of policing in our city to encourage more foot patrols in our communities, ensuring that officers are seen, accessible, and made accountable to our citizens. That also means addressing issues related to police retention and morale and investing in programs encouraging residency in policed communities, ultimately breaking barriers between officers and those they are sworn to protect.
	Text9: I recognize that measurement and evaluation are important parts of our city’s decision-making, but I also recognize that our existing public safety and policing programs are poorly evaluated and have few restrictions on funding, and I would like to see alternative programs receive this same deference. But I agree that measurement is important. 
 
I believe that we can change the culture of policing by emphasizing diversions as public safety outcomes rather than relying on arrest statistics. This is all to say that I absolutely support the work of the Pre-Arrest Diversion program, and I believe that it needs to be fully-funded so that it’s operating at full capacity, 24/7. The City of Atlanta only funds one-third of PAD’s budget, and that needs to be changed.
 
But for it to thrive, we must also change the culture of policing by emphasizing diversions as public safety outcomes rather than relying on arrest statistics to drive our understanding of success. In fact, arrests are the primary metric used for officer evaluations (which is then linked to promotions and authorization to work off-duty), which further disincentivizes officers from using our diversion programs. For PAD to be successful, not only must it be fully-staffed and fully-funded, but it also needs to be prioritized by APD. We can’t measure what we don’t use.
 
Policing isn’t always the solution to our problems. We have a lot of police as it is. In fact, our conversation about there being too few police officers seems to miss that we also have officers from MARTA Police, Georgia State University Police, Georgia State Patrol, Fulton County Sheriff, Atlanta Public Schools Police, the Department of Public Safety, and others all patrolling our communities. So any solutions to crime and public safety need to take that into consideration.
	Text10: The City of Atlanta should instead focus on investing in homegrown businesses and local talent, and hometown businesses development rather than business attraction. Atlanta needs to avoid falling into the trap of competing with peer cities in order to attract major conglomerates with millions (or billions) of dollars in publicly-funded incentives, instead of opting to nurture the economic potential of our existing residents, culture, and institutions. So far in 2021, Invest Atlanta has yielded $650 million in total capital investment, but it has only given five small business loans during that same time. Low-interest loans or grants could mean the difference between life or death-solvency or bankruptcy-for many of our city’s businesses.
 
For too long, economic development has become shorthand for business attraction, which means that millions of public funds are given away to large conglomerates with few ties to our city’s history, culture, institutions, or people. In some cases, these large corporations can outcompete local businesses, forcing local institutions to shutter.  Poor accountability around how these tax incentives are distributed too often has a disastrous effect on our communities and on our city.
	Text11: We can address this by continuing to build mixed income communities which deconcentrates poverty and provides opportunities through education and economic development. But those communities will continue to be too few and far between without the expansion of our inclusionary zoning practices. Also, many of our residents live far below the 60-80% AMI thresholds used in our inclusionary zoning language, and I would support modifications that would allow for developers to set aside housing for lower income strata of families.

Throughout this questionnaire, I talk about various ways that I would like to address housing affordability, transportation access and equity, and deliver public safety in ways that address these shortfalls. In addition to this, I would like to see stronger partnerships with other governing bodies to address our wealth gap. We are all partners in the work to uplift our city. However, this work is threatened by the disparities that exist within our communities.

I also recognize that developers will fight tooth and nail against additional requirements mandated by the city. In deference to these concerns, rather than hastily-imposed citywide decree, we should take a deliberate approach that makes it easier and more manageable for developers to accommodate these changes at a pace that doesn't push them into suburban communities without inclusionary zoning restrictions. We should be partners, not adversaries.

Considering the number of projects that take public funds through Invest Atlanta, I would look to adopt mandatory inclusionary zoning practices for transactions involving the sale or transfer of publicly-owned property. In the last five years alone, we've seen a number of megadeals involving publicly-owned properties including The Gulch, Turner Field, Fort MacPherson, and Underground Atlanta. These were missed opportunities to advance our affordable housing agenda, and unfortunately we won’t get many more.
	Text13: The pandemic put the fragility of Atlanta’s business community on full display. For Atlanta to be a resilient city, we need a stronger workforce supported through skills training and development opportunities that are currently being unrealized. To ensure that happens, we must grow and nurture our local talent. Connecting that talent to employers would go a long way towards ensuring the success and viability of our businesses. It would also mean more Atlantans could thrive and find jobs that pay well enough so that more families can live in the communities of their choosing. For Atlanta to be competitive, it must have a capable workforce, but much of our talent leaves for cities that are more affordable or are better managed. Many others leave because they have no choice. 

We must develop effective partnerships between WorkSource Atlanta and Atlanta Public Schools that could help facilitate internships, apprenticeship opportunities, and work experience for students to aid in career exploration and development of soft skills. Beyond schools, reopening and resourcing our recreation centers could present our youth with vocational, recreational, and learning opportunities that promote personal growth and social development.

We must also leverage public private partnerships to develop career pathways for our residents, especially as large corporations continue to take public funds. Local hiring benchmarks should be included as part of any tax credit or abatement agreement. 

While many of the existing workforce training programs are great, lackluster transportation infrastructure can affect our trainees ability to take advantage of these opportunities. For residents to have to spend hours traveling on dangerous streets to far-flung corners of the region for training opportunities can be burdensome. I would continue to support investment in expanded transportation alternatives which will help those most in need to get to training opportunities and jobs.
	Text14: My strategies to address this include the following: 

--Create a Cabinet-level housing position that establishes goals and coordinate resources with Atlanta’s myriad housing agencies.
--Expand funding for land banks or community land trusts, which would stabilize land costs and promote economic diversity in neighborhoods by ensuring community stewardship of land.
--Adopt mandatory inclusionary zoning practices for transactions involving the sale or transfer of publicly-owned property.
--Employ market-driven solutions, such as ending minimum parking requirements for new construction and removing traditional zoning requirements which would expand housing choices.
--Hold shadow investors who hold blighted properties and code enforcement violators  accountable, which would increase the supply of available housing and open more opportunities to families across the city.
--Expand Invest Atlanta’s home down payment assistance programs, strengthening the pipelines available for residents to become homeowners.
--Work with county-level partners to develop new property tax exemptions for cost-burdened property owners

There is a tension in our communities when it comes to affordable housing, and addressing that tension requires communication, transparency, and an understanding of the nuance surrounding housing policy. Many argue that there is already an abundance of affordable housing in our neighborhoods, especially across southwest Atlanta. But Atlanta is losing affordable housing units every day, so we must build additional subsidized housing to preserve the number of existing affordable units. With that said, there are so many vacant parcels in this city that I find it hard to agree with concerns that affordable housing mandates are undercutting the ability for developers to create market-rate housing and contend that we aren’t doing enough to reverse losses.

	Text15: We must ensure that the families that have been the organizational backbone of our communities for decades can continue to shape our city’s cultural legacy as we gain new residents. District 4 is home to some of the most economically vulnerable residents in the city. I believe that everyone should be able to live in the community of their choosing, and that Atlanta needs to do more to protect both legacy residents and the next generation of young talent and leaders who can no longer afford to stay in the communities that raised them. 

These challenges are largely driven by a citywide housing shortage. Legacy residents are fighting tooth and nail to stay in their communities at the same time that young transplants with well-paying jobs are hoping to live in trendy communities close to the BeltLine. Everyone’s competing for the same limited housing stock, and housing prices are skyrocketing because of it. But unfortunately, new housing is being built at less than half the pace as our peak in the mid 2000s. In short, we’re not building enough housing supply to meet that demand. 

There are a number of ways that we can get more housing units online. Tweaking zoning rules would allow for a diversity of uses which would meet the needs of families looking for housing options beyond large-scale, multi-family and low-density, single-family units. Atlanta should allow the construction of duplexes, triplexes, and garden apartments, as well as accessory dwelling units.

Minimizing red tape and roadblocks at City Hall would allow home construction to happen much more quickly. Personnel shortages are also a problem, and I believe that we can help move permits along much more quickly putting more homes in the pipeline just by hiring more inspectors and other key staff members.

I also support employing market-driven solutions, such as ending minimum parking requirements for new construction and promoting density bonuses to allow developers to recapture a portion of construction costs.

Also, providing direct rental assistance or support for utilities would help reduce financial burdens and stabilize our existing households. It is critical that the city move to protect legacy residents and institutions from displacement.
	Text16: With regards to the MARTA board, I would like to see more active users of the MARTA system be added to the board with particular emphasis on bus ridership. I believe that most of the pain points experienced within the MARTA system are tied to bus service, and that perspective can’t be replicated elsewhere.
 
I believe that transparency and oversight comes from collaboration and partnerships. MARTA might be our region’s chief transit operator, but it isn’t the only stakeholder when it comes to transit and the City of Atlanta must play a stronger role in ensuring MARTA’s success. Prioritizing connectivity and accessibility for all Atlanta residents will strengthen our existing transit systems, making it easier for residents in far-flung corners of the region to utilize amenities in the city and vice versa. Not to mention that ridership suffers when last-mile connectivity doesn’t exist in many places. 
 
And while it's true that much of that is the purview of MARTA and other transit planning agencies, they can’t operate in a vacuum. We can only succeed when we support infrastructure with land use and zoning policies that enhance the urban fabric, and that's completely on the City of Atlanta. How truly useful is a bus stop when there's no sidewalk or that sits a few feet from a straightaway where cars routinely travel at speeds of more than 60 mph?
 
And land-use and road design aren’t the only ways that the city can support MARTA. Partnering with MARTA to adjust or deviate from passenger thresholds for bus benches and shelters can make bus ridership much more enjoyable and dignified. I will also work to ensure our traffic signals are upgraded so that buses are given priority. This is something that should have happened years ago with the streetcar, and I recognize that having buses constantly stuck in traffic can deter ridership. Overall, I believe that prioritizing buses on our streets and creating dedicated lanes will create a safe environment that decenters automobiles from our transportation landscape and elevates people.
	Text17: All Atlantans deserve safe streets and freedom of mobility, but Atlanta has an $800 million sidewalk backlog, and it will take years, maybe even decades to overcome. We need to have sustainable funding mechanisms in place so that we can address this shortfall. Here’s what I will support so that Atlanta can fund pedestrian infrastructure for generations to come:
 
--We need a new TSPLOST specifically focused on addressing the sidewalk gap and other pedestrian-oriented street safety improvements. However, I recognize approving any funding stream is politically tenuous. Shortfalls in Renew Atlanta have created a degree of distrust among many Atlantans, and restoration of that trust must be baked into any proposed funding stream that’s presented to voters. Developing a specific project list will help ensure that buy-in.
--The people who live and work in Atlanta are most directly impacted by our investments in transportation infrastructure, we must work with interagency and intergovernmental partners to shoulder as much of this load as possible. The Georgia Department of Transportation, Fulton County, and Atlanta Public Schools are all major stakeholders in our policy-making, are all impacted by their constituents’ ability to move safely, and should all invest in pedestrian infrastructure accordingly.
--A public infrastructure account like a sidewalk fund will help ensure accountability, and mandating an explicit requirement for developers to contribute to this fund as a condition of tax incentives administered through Invest Atlanta will help alleviate many funding gaps and shortfalls.
--We need to be more diligent about how impact fees are spent and ensure that sidewalks take precedence ahead of competing priorities.
--Recognizing the need for tourists, convention goers, and travelers to be able to walk safely to our city's premier attractions, we must partner with state elected officials and other stakeholders to allow hotel / motel tax or rental car fees to be dedicated to transportation improvements and infrastructure projects which ultimately improve the safety and mobility of our urban core.

	Text18: Stormwater management isn’t the only sustainability challenge facing our city (for instance, I support electrifying our city’s vehicle fleet and making changes to our zoning rules to density and transit), but I believe it’s the sustainability challenge that’s most impacting Atlantans today.
 
I lead the Intrenchment Creek Community Stewardship Council, an organization fighting for environmental justice for our south Atlanta communities. I believe that climate change is an intergenerational issue that requires the attention of leaders at every level of government and we must ensure that Atlanta plays a bigger role in reversing its effects. With climate change and global warming, extreme storm events have become more common, making our need to capture runoff much more urgent. We are experiencing more frequent, longer-lasting, and heavier rain events at the same time that we are experiencing more development, which means our communities (and our aging pipes and other aging infrastructure) are having to deal with a larger abundance of stormwater runoff. We need legislation that recognizes this reality. 
 
Atlanta's existing ordinance has led us to become a leader in the state for how we've addressed localized flooding and water quality concerns from stormwater runoff, and as a world-class city, we must lead nationally as well. But for that to happen, we must strengthen our stormwater ordinance, and I will do everything in my power to require developers to shoulder a greater share of this burden.
 
But that’s not all we can do to better manage stormwater runoff and address flooding. We must strengthen requirements for the implementation of green infrastructure best practices in projects financed with Invest Atlanta tax incentives. We must champion initiatives and policies that reverse decades of flooding and environmental degradation caused by unchecked development. We must promote sustainable land use and reduce food insecurity through the implementation and expansion of urban agriculture programs. And we must ensure the fair and equitable treatment and inclusion of communities in the planning and implementation of projects, and the enforcement of environmental policy, regulations, and laws.
	Text2: My key issues this campaign are centered around my belief that:

--Atlanta needs to work harder to end displacement and preserve access to quality affordable housing in District 4 and beyond. Thousands of Atlantans are at risk of displacement or eviction. Families who built Atlanta--who built West End and Mozley Park and Oakland City and Mechanicsville--can no longer afford to stay in this city and reap the benefits that come from years of investing in our culture and our history. 

--Slow streets are safe streets, and I'm fighting to ensure that the city invests in policies that will move Atlantans safely. In the last five years, more than 2,000 Atlantans were injured or killed in collisions with speeding vehicles. These men and women were just living their lives, just trying to cross the street to a bus stop or ride a bike to the corner store or go to school on roadways that are designed for cars and not people. And disproportionately, these victims are black, underserved, and reside in southwest Atlanta communities without sidewalks, crosswalks or street lights.

--All Atlantans deserve to live in safer neighborhoods, supported through strategies that broaden our public safety tools and rethinks the role of police in our communities. 157 Atlantans were victims of homicides last year, and many more have been killed this year due to pervasive gun violence. Most of these victims were young, black men and children who were ignored by our city’s leaders and who through no fault of their own feel helpless and hopeless.

I discuss the ways in which I would address each of these challenges much more in-depth elsewhere in this questionnaire.
	Text 3: My leadership style is focused on inclusion, engagement, and stakeholder buy-in and is defined by a drive to understand systems and processes in order to try to improve shortfalls within the systems I’m operating. My military training helped me develop and fine-tune my personal leadership style, which largely depends on generating buy-in from stakeholders by treating all parties as equals, including those junior in position and experience.  

I utilized this strategy during my time in Afghanistan. I served in Afghanistan from October 2010 to October 2011. During that period, I was charged with coordinating and synchronizing missions with the Special Forces community aimed at stabilizing the security of our area. During this period, I routinely leveraged operations and intelligence assets to support my organization’s goals, ultimately ensuring that we were able to achieve our commander’s long-term campaign objectives.  

The relationships that I developed and sustained between the Special Forces community, conventional military forces, and Afghan partners helped create a collaborative environment, effectively setting the conditions to bring disparate actors with different priorities together for a common goal.  I researched detainee transfer protocols, cross-jurisdictional organizational structures, and Afghan legal jurisprudence, working with local government officials to bring old enemies together to the table. While much of my work was done behind the scenes, I used my understanding of the relationships between these various communities to put the conditions in place to bring everyone together. By coming from a place of understanding, we were able to build bridges and make significant inroads towards our goals.


