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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?



10 

14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?
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	Text1: "My purpose in life is to find my gift. My mission in life is to give it away." That's my mantra. For more than 30 years, I have utilized my leadership to make positive impacts in Atlanta and around the world.I serve as Chief Operating Officer of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, an international nonprofit organization that is the oldest predominantly Black Greek-letter fraternity in the world. My accomplishments in this role, as well as throughout my career, exemplify excellence as a servant leader, community lifter, and organization builder. I am running now because serving on the Atlanta City Council represents an opportunity for my hometown, the City of Atlanta and especially District 5, to benefit through my experience, preparation and proven leadership. My record of service includes the following:- I currently lead strategic planning efforts as Chairman of the Sadie G. Mays Rehabilitation Center providing quality access to healthcare for seniors and the indigent- For more than a decade, served as Chairman of Project Community Connections Inc., a non-profit resource opportunity center helping the homeless in Atlanta- Previously led the Fulton Atlanta Land Bank Authority as Chairman & CEO during a period of restructuring - Currently Treasurer of the Development Authority of Fulton County, helping to fund developments creating new jobs and affordable housing- Currently serve as a director of the PATH Foundation building a network of walking and bike trails throughout the Atlanta region- Currently a community board member at Hughes Spalding Children's Hospital serving children with  special healthcare needsMy current organizational endorsement is the Atlanta Federation of Teachers.  I have several prominent individual supporters including Former Ambassador Andrew Young, U.S. House of Representative James Clyburn, Milton Little of the Atlanta United Way and Pastor William Flippin of the Piney Grove Baptist Church.  In 2002, while seeking a different office (my only other time seeking public office), I was endorsed by the following organizations: Atlanta Association of Educators, Over the Road Truckers League, Afro American Patrolman's League, Georgia Association of Educators, Pittsburgh Ministerial Alliance, Georgia Conservation Voters and Georgia State Council of Mechanics., AFL/CIO.I have worked as Vice President of the investment firm of one Mayor (Jackson) and civically served as an appointee of four different Mayors (Young, Campbell, Franklin and Reed) and three different County Commission Chairs (Webster, Eaves and Pitts) on boards, authorities and a commission.
	Text4: In countries around the world, the public sector delivers the services that people rely on daily to get ahead in life, such as schools for their children, public health services, access to clean drinking water, and roads for getting goods to market. Beyond providing for basic human needs, public-sector services also help unlock the economic potential of the people who receive them by enhancing their skills, strengthening their health, and connecting them with jobs. Thus, strengthening the effective and equitable delivery of services is one of the most direct ways to promote economic growth and reduce poverty. There are many public service delivery gaps in the City of Atlanta and closing these gaps is paramount to forging ahead as a resilient city. The first, and I believe, most important way to address systemic issues in Atlanta is assuring an effective and equitable delivery of services.  This will eliminate many barriers to strong economic growth and help sustain poverty reduction.Ensuring effective service delivery is not just a matter of greater resources. It requires the public sector and development partners to:• prioritize spending where it is needed the most and make sure that financial resources reach the frontline service delivery facilities where services are actually provided to the people;• improve capacity and coordination among public stakeholders at different levels of government to increase efficiency, equity, and sustainability of public service provision;• ensure that frontline service providers are responsive and accountable to the communities they serve;• monitor and motivate public workers to ensure that they achieve results; and• create alliances between the public and private sectors and involve providers outside the public sector to unlock the creativity and competitive advantage of the private sector and civil society. As District 5 councilperson, this is what I will promote and champion.
	Text5: As a future leader of Atlanta, I certainly don’t want to see a balkanization of our geography. It would do irreparable harm to the City’s reputation for business and our ability to finance and deliver future services. Even with appropriate accounting for sharing of liabilities, the City of Atlanta would face challenges satisfying its share of the nearly $3 billion of existing liabilities and unfunded pension obligations.   Buckhead's departure would strip our city of a significant amount of revenue by removing 40% of assessed properties from the tax base.  This would damage our bond rating making it difficult to borrow in the bond market. I would engage “hard and diplomatically” with the proponents of the Buckhead City Movement.  Their concerns seem to focus on improving city services and combating crime.  I believe everyone who loves Atlanta wants those same things.  Collectively, our city leaders need to address the fears and frustrations of the proponents with authenticity, empathy and understanding.  Then, we need to address the concerns in Buckhead through strategic execution of an actionable plan.  As a coalition participant of a counter movement to “Save Atlanta,” my goal would be to help find middle ground while showing that I understand that Atlanta has a problem that you can’t blame on COVID.    
	Text6: There are largely two camps on issues related to taxation. Some are supportive of taxation (if you get a good value) and others would like to restrict it.  My goal is to find middle ground among those two camps while at the same time understanding that we have systemic problems that must be addressed now.  We should not overly depend on taxes to solve all our societal problems and deliver all services essential to combating, as a few examples, crime, poverty and the inequity that permeates our communities.  We need to leverage public-private partnerships to avoid creating a taxing cost burden especially on our most vulnerable populations. Where it’s not repressive, I firmly believe it is better to collect taxes as close to the beneficiaries of the service provided through the tax.  On the other hand, if established to address societal damage, then as close to the contributors as possible without taxing others.  For our general, basic services, it’s relatively fair to spread taxes across our communities and sectors as evenly and equitable as possible.  In the future, as we have done in other cases, we should continue to evaluate creative taxing ideas that are more targeted and special purpose rooted.  We can focus on collecting and sequestering funds for specific purposes like parks and public safety.  Ideas like creating taxing districts and enterprise funds (like the airport) can certainly help areas of our economy that we rely on for growth and prosperity to be more resilient and self-supporting.  We would evaluate these on a contribution metrics (like jobs created, people served, etc.) in areas that impact people.  Another taxing idea that would require a change in state law is to allow for a portion of our real estate transfer tax to go towards addressing affordable housing or fighting homelessness.  Taxation in Atlanta needs to correlate to benefits worth the burden of the tax and be viewed as essential to our mission in becoming that shining, open city for all people under our canopy of trees.  
	Text7: As an elected official, my role includes ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources by employees starts with my own behavior. It’s proven time after time that “good” civil servants look to emulate others of high standards and ethics around them, especially higher officials.  The key question is: how does the conscientious public servant leader sort through competing considerations and determine “the right thing to do?” When it comes to serving the public, how are these values into practice?  We already have a complex set of ethics laws to guide local officials in their service to their communities. How does the well-intentioned local official keep track of them all? I intend to keep mindful of four core principles in my role as City Councilperson:• Public officials may not use their offices for personal financial gain.• Holding public office does not entitle one to personal advantages or perks.• Transparency promotes public trust and confidence.• Merit-based decision-making based on fair processes produces the best results for the public.
	Text8: In 2021, there is still civil unrest precipitated by unchecked police brutality that has disproportionately rocked Black and Brown communities. When the virus landed on us last spring, many of our lives, already impacted by the woeful lack of progress against systemic racism, were stymied by a lack of access to proper health care, economic upheaval brought about by the need to stay at home and the resulting business and job losses that marginalized communities feel first before any others. Given the hope that some of us placed in a progressive political ticket and the struggles many in our communities face demanding justice, it's clearly a moment of reckoning. At all levels we should adopt prompt and focused measures to understand and combat pervasive, systemic racism including poor policing practices and the criminal justice system inequities. We all may see it differently but here are four practical starter solutions to prioritize: 1. Reject overly aggressive policing tactics, like "stop and frisk" or those typically used that involve contacting, stopping, searching large numbers of people indiscriminately without probable cause. 2. Stop enforcing laws in ways that criminalize people for their poverty or lack of housing. 3. Explore establishing voluntary non-law enforcement and rights-based violence prevention programs, such as community-based mediation teams to address disputes within communities or interventions for youth who are at risk. 4. Collect data on police activities, disaggregated by race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, and other demographics, and make it public. Also make public, substantiated police misconduct records.Expecting good outcomes has no boundaries of participation from geographic, political, community or organizational.  So, we all must have interest in reform to be meaningful and lasting.  Partnerships are needed at every community and organizational level that intersects with public safety including neighborhood leaders and institutions, courts, surrounding counties - especially Fulton, State of Georgia (State Patrol, G.B.I. and legislature) and Federal Agencies (F.B.I., Homeland Security and ATF).  We must also work especially hard to ensure APD has appropriate tools to combat crime and instill public confidence, advanced training - especially de-escalation to eliminate deadly encounters and the right officer levels it needs to truly help rebuild community trust and respect.  This is clearly an “all hands on deck” moment.
	Text9: City of Atlanta residents in all zones now have available to them the ATL311 non-emergency services line to request assistance with concerns related to mental health, substance use, or extreme poverty.The Policing Alternatives & Diversion (PAD) Initiative has expanded citywide to provide an immediate alternative to arrest for individuals committing violations commonly related to mental health needs, addiction, homelessness or extreme poverty.PAD accepts diversions from law enforcement as well as community referrals through the ATL311 non-emergency services line. Protocols are that response teams will travel to the area to offer immediate assistance to the referred individual, and longer-term support for those who may need it.  As you know, the Policing Alternatives & Diversion Initiative was established in 2017 as an independent non-profit organization funded by the City of Atlanta, Fulton County, and philanthropic partners.I view success of this program on a simple metrics: How many people did it keep out of jail who didn’t need to be there.  If the program is having a positive impact our jail population should go down and we should be able to see patterns across certain offenses.  We should also be able to observe patterns through police reports that would show arrests are down and more people who in the past would have been locked up for nuisance offenses and misdemeanors are now being connected with healthcare, income, housing and community support programs.  The role and benefits of these type programs are that budgets to incarcerate people should shrink.  It’s much more cost effective in the long run to get people who need help services as opposed to locking them up repeatedly.  This also keeps police out of situations that really don’t need to end up with arrests.  If our police are making fewer arrests and not attending to these type calls, the part of the budget that historically takes those interactions into account can be modified to help fund diversion programs.  We should also be able to get philanthropic support especially from the business community since they stand to also gain because most people involved in nuisance offenses are committing low level commercial property crimes like loitering.   
	Text10: Without doubt, the City of Atlanta is like an engine’s carburetor for its own economic growth. It has a direct and vested interest in promoting economic development to show vitality measured in jobs, housing starts and population.  Our city leaders do not want to be on the outside (or even far down the spectrum) looking at rankings of best cities to stay safe, start a business, or raise a family. Accordingly, the City of Atlanta and its leadership should play the biggest role and it should develop and implement policies and, use tools that improve the living standards and quality of life indicators for all citizens.  As an agent, Atlanta can strategically engage in assemblage activities for future development.  However, Atlanta’s primary role is through permitting, zoning and encouraging a pro-growth environment through measures, as an example, that would allow for increased density which fosters more development.We also have long term, systemic challenges slowing economic development that must be met and corrected like failing infrastructure.  The City of Atlanta has got to play a role in providing public goods that matter to development like efficient and well-functioning infrastructure and services, support roads, sidewalks, utilities like water and sewer.  Long term, systemic challenges like failing infrastructure slow economic development. If Atlanta can continue to urbanize through “gentle density,” it can attract more talent and skilled labor providing people with good jobs, housing and other basic services.  Finally, urban redevelopment tools used strategically represent good policy within the City’s Urban Redevelopment Area.  Atlanta competes statewide, regionally and nationally for the benefits of economic development like new jobs and it can’t be left out because we don’t avail ourselves to tools that could be making a difference.  Accordingly, we should weigh the pros and cons for tools at the disposal of Land Banks, Housing Trusts and Development Authorities.  The City of Atlanta has directly utilized tax allocation districts and some have been more successful than others in adding more development.  I was in fact one of the first appointees to the Advisory Board of the Westside Tax Allocation District which helped create Centennial Olympic Park and the ensuing development.  A couple of other tools to utilize are Enterprise or Opportunity Zones.        
	Text11: I understand that economic mobility is the ability of an individual, family or some other group to improve (or lower) their economic status—usually measured in income. Economic mobility is often measured by movement among the five income quintiles.  It may be considered a type of social mobility, which is often measured in change in income.  A lack of access to educational, financial, and social services and the migration of young professionals to other urban centers as key barriers to economic mobility. In order to help address this challenge I would champion three things that have the potential to increase economic mobility in Atlanta:• Flexible community institutions. Given the lack of services and infrastructure in many of our communities, familiar community institutions must often fill a variety of roles and have the ability to address multiple client needs. For example, Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) could offer extended financial counseling and technical assistance to individuals and small businesses, especially if larger bank branches are scarce. Building relationships with families to help them save and acquire assets, CDFIs have been the “single most effective method” of bridging the gap between communities and financial institutions.• Creative collaboration. Many of our Black and Brown communities have higher rates of poverty. Collaboration and geographic proximity among social service agencies, especially those implementing anti-poverty programs, are important ways to take advantage of available staff expertise. We need to look at identifying agencies that can work to streamline residents’ access to services and providing cross-training to enable staff to serve a variety of clients. This might include banding together and working with Atlanta Technical College (ATC) and the Center for Workforce Innovation to develop and train workers to meet the needs of local employers. • Technology as a bridge to opportunity. Predominantly our Black communities often have technological limitations that exclude them from greater educational and economic markets that restrict academic and training opportunities. Partnering with ATC can help bridge this technological divide. For example, ATC can provide space to act as a small business incubator that could encourage networking, and provide high-speed internet access points, using broadband and other technology to offer access to remote jobs and online educational opportunities. 
	Text13: Although businesses are the engines of the economy, our local government creates the environment and structure that enables enterprise to flourish. How we create and shape the environment for economic recovery—and the opportunities and challenges businesses face in doing so—will depend on two decisions we make about our approach post pandemic during and after my candidacy while I am serving as the District 5 Councilperson.We will need to consider different choices when prioritizing between preservation of existing businesses and net new creation. So, we need to evaluate and deploy a combination of the following interventions to support economic recovery:1. Increasing investment2. Increasing revenue3. Reducing cost4. Encouraging innovation5. Supporting workforce readinessWe should position Atlanta as a high-touch, centralized government and the primary driver of economic recovery post pandemic. Key questions should revolve around how to best:• invest locally• identify and support industries that will drive economic recovery• promote domestic spending through cash-transfer programs• protect local businesses from outside competitors• safeguard industries that are vital to regional security• promote exports• create an Atlanta that’s inclusive, more equitable and skilled for the future. 
	Text14: As Atlanta grows, housing affordability has increasingly become an issue for our city and anyone looking to move here.  I will work to advance existing zoning, policies and programs that preserve and enhance housing affordability.  I will do this by leveraging my experience as former CEO of the Metro Atlanta Land Bank Authority (formerly Fulton-Atlanta Land Bank Authority) and my relationships with nonprofits and other agencies to bring design options from groundbreaking through occupancy.  Public-private partnerships are critical in developing more affordable housing units, and I will work with developers that have track records in building units at 80%, 50% and even 30% of area median income.Further, over my time in Atlanta, every candidate for City Council and Mayor says they will “fix” the issuing of building permits to make building more efficient and increase home construction.  Prior to the pandemic the current planning staff made tremendous strides with most permits being issued within 30-40 days.  I will continue to support this work.When elected, I will spend time learning about the detailed processes, issues and policies around the cadastral maps and paper streets. In some instances, paper streets could represent opportunities for needs of smaller homes in line with affordable housing.  Where it makes sense to bring development to them, we will prioritize affordable housing development over all other types.  However, it is apparent to me that we will never be able to subsidize our way out of the current crisis. We simply do not have the budget flexibility to subsidize massive amounts of affordable housing. This is one of the factors we all have to deal with related to how to solve or at least make meaningful progress with all means at our disposal, zoning changes being just one.The current Federal government has a plan in place that will provide more funds for cities that make a serious effort at combating housing affordability on a local level. At a minimum, we need to do all we can to obtain those resources. I will advocate with other City Council members and the Mayor to make sure that Atlanta makes a good case for receiving an appropriate share of these funds.There is a misconception that the City owns a great deal of land that can be used to provide housing. Of course there are many situations where there are parcels that can be used. I will be supportive of a plan that uses City owned land to provide affordable housing. I do feel strongly that any significant development be mixed income. There is also the issue of City departments that purchased land for many purposes such as flood control, right of way improvement and the like. City departments should not hold onto land that is truly not needed for their original purposes.The Atlanta Land Trust is a new organization that has the potential to provide long term affordable housing. As a member of the City Council I will do all I can to help them implement their mission. There are a number of organizations such as the Atlanta Neighborhood Development Partnership, Invest Atlanta and the Atlanta Housing Authority that offer excellent down payment assistance programs. Lastly, the Metro Atlanta Land Bank Authority should be expanded and substantively funded in a more deliberate way. Ultimately, the person that controls the land controls what happens on that land.Finally, as former Chairman of Project Community Connections, Inc., a homelessness resource center with a proven track record, I am familiar with the challenges and complications of cohesively trying to address homelessness - often precipitated by evictions. As we did while I was at P.C.C.I., I would continue to influence bringing together all agencies with a stake in addressing homelessness to assess current policies, procedures, practices, systems, and processes that we need to fund. I believe in putting people first. All people! I am willing to meet and work with community allies who support equitable housing and fighting homelessness.
	Text15: I would support expanding our homestead exemption and even other exemptions that might be introduced and related to the Beltline. As an example, this would apply in impoverished neighborhoods greatly impacted by rapidly rising valuations due to new neighborhood development. I would like to spend considerable time trying to replicate the program in the Vine City/English Avenue area which uses philanthropic dollars.  As a public funding option, I would support a new development/anti-displacement impact fee (with perhaps as much as 50% of it dedicated to paying for expanded homestead exemption programs and 50% funding emergency rental assistance programs) that is assessed on new, larger commercial developments in lieu of a general tax payment. It could be paid as a one-time fee or a series of payments over time.  Moreover, this could be funded through a dedicated fee stream from developers as part of the permitting process. Other funding possibilities are financing the fund with fines and fees — plus grants from private foundations and charities or creating a "tenant legal assistance special fund" financed by a fee charged to landlords when they file for an eviction.
	Text16: Transparency and oversight is critical for ensuring public confidence and trust in the More MARTA program, especially if there’s an expectation to request again either an extension or approval for a similar program.  My understanding is that funds have already accumulated for the More MARTA program over the past several years.  At this point, I would request a detailed accounting of exactly what was promised when approved by the voters.  This will serve to remind everyone of original plans and expectations.  I would also expect an analysis of where we stand vis-vis a list of original projects.  I envision this as a presentation that would update the public on how much money is now circulating, how it’s being applied and a projection of when elements of the program will be finished.As a complement, there should be a quarterly update by the MARTA CEO.  MARTA leadership must work with the City’s Transportation Committee to provide this information on a frequent and scheduled basis so that the public will know of any budget variances coupled with changes in projects that might be off schedule, under or over budget or eliminated.  The final and no less important step in this process of establishing more transparency and oversight is that MARTA’s CEO, on an annual basis, present a compilation of all earlier reports before the Mayor and City Council in the most public forum as possible. This very public notification helps engage public in creating awareness of how money was spent and where we have found weaknesses.  As an example, a point that may only get reported out at this level would be MARTA’s success as it relates to disadvantaged and minority owned businesses.  If there has not been enough success to reach these goals then an explanation as to why the program in this regard has not met great success would be warranted. Another very important issue for MARTA’s CEO to report out at this point in time would be the state of affairs with agency relationships as it relates to federal and state levels.  As examples, what’s the Authority’s relationship with the White House, have there been attempts to take over MARTA, new rules or legislation promulgated effecting MARTA.For vetting and approving candidates for the MARTA board, I would recommend a process more inclusive of the Council and Mayor.  I envision the Mayor establishing a limited time period for consideration of appointments.  This time period would open the door for Council members to submit names for vacancies on the MARTA board.  All candidates should be vetted in a process that would include opportunities for presentations to the Transportation Committee.  As such, the Transportation Committee would be vested with providing recommendations to the Mayor for approval, though the Mayor would still have veto power. Handling city appointments to the MARTA board like this requires the Mayor, Council and Committee to work together and creates collaboration which usually leads to better outcomes for board makeup.   
	Text17: When I think about project backlogs, I think first and foremost streets, sidewalks, bike lanes and transit oriented infrastructure.  We need to reimagine how we get around our city so that all transit options are equitable and not just guided by personal preferences of convenience. As a vibrant, healthy city, we should not want anyone facing limited mobility options on a regular basis because of socio-economic conditions. We also need to better address transit accommodations for those facing limited choices because of physical disabilities. Our construct for a system that reduces barriers to mobility options while ensuring these are sustainable, comprehensive, equally safe and healthy modes of transportation, will require our collective support for deeper public subsidies.Public transit will represent the largest investment of our modes, especially if MARTA is to become a truly regional, comprehensive transit system that facilitates connections to jobs and resources across the metro-area. With little change in more than 30 years, significant investment is required (and hopefully coming with MORE MARTA) if transit is to reach deep into the metro area’s wealthiest white suburbs while improving how it serves historically Black neighborhoods of our city. A more robust funding apparatus is needed especially since MARTA does not have taxing authority like other transit agencies serving large metropolitan areas.The cost of addressing Atlanta’s aging infrastructure seem staggering, but the investment and need will only grow over time. It will only accelerate especially from future commercial and housing developments, each bringing new people into our city. I would propose exploring two dedicated funding options, separately or in combination. The first is an impact fee (with perhaps as much as 50% of it dedicated to roadways and sidewalks, other portions for other infrastructure) that is assessed on new, larger commercial developments in lieu of a general tax payment. It could be paid as a one-time fee or a series of payments over time. The second is a continuation of the TSPLOST, which is a familiar option used by the City to help fund transportation projects and it can be used to get these projects expedited through the continued practice of issuing tax revenue bonds. 
	Text18: Sustainability is very important. As Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana West Africa it was paramount that my work was “sustainable” or it made little sense in doing it if it wasn’t because it would collapse upon my departure. In a context of development and growth for the City of Atlanta, we must undertake initiatives and policies that meet our own needs without compromising the ability of future Atlantans to meet their needs.  Another caveat is that these are things we should do to protect our ecosystem that we can maintain fairly far into perpetuity. If that’s not the case, we will end up eroding our vitality which will slow our growth.  Among a few current sustainability initiatives, the City of Atlanta has an opportunity to re-examine steps already taken in its Climate Action Plan and create a chance to do even better at reducing the carbon output. For buildings, we must require them to become more energy efficient over time in a multitude of ways. This could include builders and owners use of LED lighting, continuous insulation, recycled content and building materials, water catchment and renewable energies with smart monitors.For vehicles, we must continue to expand our city's use of renewable energies. We have successfully started and must continue to invest in fleets away from fossil fuels that instead run off alternatives like electricity and propane gas. We should also create incentives for individuals and local corporations that would encourage their investments vehicles that run off of renewable energies. These incentives would likely be in the form of credits and rebates.Our flourishing parks and park space is scarce in impoverished and our most vulnerable neighborhoods. We also need in general across the City more park space with trees because they capture carbon and slow warming. Trees are so vital to our air quality and health. With a target of impoverished neighborhoods, I would support expansion of our parks and tree canopy. It would also be helpful for the City to develop clear metrics to ensure that the new Tree Protection Ordinance is sustainable and actually protecting our priority trees while also increasing our canopy. I would also support collaborating with community groups through activities such as tree planting or installing rain gardens.I would also prioritize water utility, storm water management and water quality investments. An example could be more municipal retention areas. In particular, we need to complete any remaining sewer overflow projects in our most vulnerable neighborhoods. Flooding conditions still exist and the effects of floods have greater negative consequences for residents in impoverished neighborhoods. For developers, I would also support offering incentives for infrastructure designs that would incorporate managing storm water. An incentive could be "fast-track" permitting for projects that adhere to a more strict set of requirements (e.g., projects that manage 80% of runoff onsite or incorporate a green roof).I would support land use restriction zoning that would regulate allowable use of land for developments to protect impervious surfaces. Like adopting even more stringent policies with fees and requirements for developers to manage water onsite to the maximum extent feasible.Since climate change effects are very indiscriminate, I would also help make Atlanta more resilient to climate change by offering renters and homeowners credits and rebates for installing more energy efficient lighting, appliances and systems.
	Text2: In my opinion the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta are crime reduction, expanding reach and supply of affordable housing, and addressing income inequalities.As the next Councilperson for District 5, my ultimate vision is that we can have a community where everyone benefits (especially those marginalized) from prosperity through access to education, healthcare, housing and a supportive, livable income.  Over the next four years, I want help from all corners in reviving our local economy (post pandemic) while addressing social inequities when it comes to racial injustice, public health, and economics.  I want to create a plan to promote dignified jobs for unemployed workers that supports a better life for those who are vulnerable in this pivotal moment.  It is through sustainable and appreciable job creation that we can further develop an underbelly of support that helps reduce crime, helps more vulnerable Atlantans afford housing in the City and helps close the income inequality gap.  (It’s documented that Atlanta has one of the most extreme gaps between the “haves” and “have nots” in the country.)  With this vision, we will move Atlanta forward as one of the world’s greatest cities of opportunity for all people.
	Text 3: I am an authentic example of a servant leader in that I put people (and neighborhoods) first and I listen more than I speak. I checked my ego at my parents’ door many years ago, and I vow to never allow anything but my drive to serve the greater good guide my leadership. As one celebrated strategic example, while I was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana, West Africa, I developed and executed a plan to help more than 200 small scale carpenters organize into a "membership" association to respond to a repressive, unfair, informal, undocumented tax collection system. It was regressive. When I first arrived, Ghanaian tax collectors were notorious for abusing carpenters by demanding capricious tax payments. If payments weren't made, inventory and equipment were seized and/or locked up on the spot. Carpenters were never aware of any collection schedule, so fear of the "tax man" was every day. We skillfully and tactfully requested an approach with the region tax commissioner to work collaboratively with us to establish a system that was predictable, fair and understood by the carpenters. After a few months (respect for time is slightly different in Ghana) of beneficial negotiations, we reached an agreement and much of the abusive behavior (confiscation of tools, inventory and locks on shops until penalties a.k.a. bribes were paid) by tax collectors stopped. Upon my return to the U.S., I was recognized by the Clinton administration as a leading Returned Peace Corps Volunteer in business in America. Ten years later I was recognized by the Bush administration with one of the highest Peace Corps awards for my record of service and contributions in Ghana.


