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Below is the unedited questionnaire response of: 

Russell Hopson
Atlanta City Council

District 1
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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results. [For Mayoral Only] As Mayor, what will your process be in
vetting and selecting your staff and Cabinet leadership?
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?


	Candidate information
	Secondary contact information: (If you prefer that CBA direct scheduling inquiries to someone other than the candidate, check here __.)
	Untitled
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	Untitled
	Untitled
	Blank Page

	Text1: I have been an active resident and community leader in District 1 for nearly 16 years. I have served as South Atlanta Civic League Neighborhood President, NPU Y President, NPU Y APAB representative, Board Member, Advocate, Neighbor and Friend. I am running for City Council because I believe that my experience and passion for the role are perfectly suited for the vicissitudes facing our district and city at this time.

Key Supporting Individuals/Organizations:
- Marvin Arrington Jr. - Fulton County District 5 Commissioner - Marvin represents nearly the entire district for Fulton County in the areas of Criminal Justice, Parks and Recreation, Cultural Affairs and a litany of other areas. I have worked directly with him for years on his Constituency Services Committee and as Chair of his Public Safety and Justice Sub-Committee. He awarded me a commendation for my work in 2017.
- Chuck Meadows - Former Executive Director of Atlanta Beltline Partnership - Current Executive Director of Atlanta Neighborhood Charter School - Chuck and I came to know each other through our mutual work on the Atlanta Beltline. As ED he saw in me a mutual passion for housing and racial equity along the transforming Beltline communities. It sparked a friendship that has grown into mutual advocacy and respect.
- Morehouse School of Medicine - Prevention Research Center - As a long term Community Coalition Board Member and its representative on the Board for Morehouse Healthcare we have long worked together in addressing health disparities in underserved communities through research and community health promotional activities.
- Danny Shoy - President and CEO of the Eastlake Foundation - Danny has served as a friend and mentor for years as he helped teach me how to be an effective advocate through board service and high level coalition building. His knowledge and network have been invaluable in my growth.
- Rev. Josh Noblitt - Associate Pastor of Social Justice & Pastoral Care, Saint Mark UMC / Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist - Josh is a great friend and keeps me in check. He gives it to me straight and gives me great perspective on LGBTQIA+ issues. I am better because of our friendship.
	Text4: There needs to be a major audit on the customer service elements of City of Atlanta public services. There are too many good people serving in these positions for their work to be undermined by inefficient practices and policies. I believe that we all wish to see a better Atlanta and we need some new methods by which to execute many our or city deliverables.

The first and biggest part is transparency and accountability. Each individual in a city role must no longer be satisfied by passing the buck or the blame. Each individual with a job must be dedicated to the complete execution of their role without question and be tenacious in that charge. It may be necessary to get an external entity to examine many of these practices or convene a, fully transparent, citizen review committee for city services.
	Text5: I think it would be in the best interest of Atlanta and Buckhead to stay connected. It is unwise to think that secession would breed the type of change that Buckhead residents wish to see. There will not be some magical wall that will be formed around Buckhead even if they are a separate city. The greatest change will come when all of our cities residents begin to care about all of the rest of its residents regardless of zip code. For too long there have been clear and apparent racial, social and economic schisms in our great city that we must acknowledge in order to address.

One method that I believe may bear fruit would be Restorative Justice conversations, featuring leaders and citizens from the Buckhead and other Atlanta communities, recording the findings from these meetings to inform public policy and city actions.
	Text6: As with our country I believe that taxation should be commensurate with income. I feel that should apply to corporations and private citizens. I would not be against a freeze in property taxation rates if it coincided with legitimate checks in price gouging for housing. We must also take a hard look at how equitably and fairly we are allocating current tax dollars to areas of need. As stated before I believe the best method of evaluation would be an external entity or an equitably chose citizen review option.
	Text7: Every dollar, expenditure and activity utilizing city resources must be cataloged with ZERO exceptions. Full transparency is the only way to avoid misuse. Then I suggest that the resource allocations of each department be audited by another department until there is full accountability.
	Text8: As stated earlier I believe that public safety is directly correlated with disparities in opportunity and resources. Having known and worked with many great Public Safety officers I refuse to believe that the fault lies solely with their efforts or ineptitude. I think that job creation and training should be prioritized as well as public transportation to get to those jobs. Continued and focused efforts on wrap around services in schools will most certainly have a positive affect. 

In the short term, pre-arrest and pre-trial diversion programs to lower recidivism and career criminal creation. In addition, improved surveillance via a network of city cameras would be helpful with observing and reporting criminal activity. I would work to allocate resources toward all of these functions as well as training the citizenry as to the proper methods of reporting criminal activity devoid of unconscious bias. 
	Text9: Many criminals are not born into the lifestyle, but rather driven to it out of necessity. We must infuse empathy and grace into the handling of offenders, especially juvenile ones. Pre-arrest and Pre-trial diversion programs save tax payers tremendous amounts of money and save lives repeatedly. Implementing restorative justice policies for low level offenders will also create a space for accountability and healing. I would much rather see city resources utilized in that way than in the building, or refortifying, of more means of incarceration. I was very pleased at the plans to repurpose the Atlanta Detention Center. I think that resources purposed toward incarceration would be much better utilized in social services and bolstering educational resources for young people and poor people.
	Text10: I think the city has proven to be a fervent advocate for economic development. Unfortunately, sometimes at the expense of its residents. I think the greatest means by which the city could encourage economic development and urban redevelopment is through the allocation of resources for training and workforce development. Honestly, creating 100% net neutrality in the City of Atlanta would probably be a major step in the right direction. A populous clamoring for opportunity would gladly utilize any resources provided them to take a step up. As previously stated, revamping Atlanta's Workforce Development program and funneling willing young people to Atlanta Technical College would activate droves of potential workers that the city could then leverage to potential industries.
	Text11: I think the easiest way to address this issue beyond the eradication of systemic racism, which may be slightly beyond the pale, is to address the increasingly troubling trend of housing inequity in the city. Gentrification is a buzz word that does not fully encapsulate what happens when a city stops enforcing policies that create leverage and opportunity for those of lower incomes. A great amount of the wealth in this city has been transferred through inequitable real estate practices and it is, once again, on the rise. I think that all developers should have to sign Community Benefits Agreements before one stone is placed and not just with the neighbors that are poised to benefit. I also think that at least 40% of new apartments should be priced at a market rate comparable to the lower 50% of City of Atlanta residents.

The other part is education. All citizens with means in Atlanta shouldn't be clamoring for spots in private schools and charter schools. We should all be working to enhance the quality of public education. I have worked and plan to work with members of the school board on collaborative efforts to improve public education opportunities in the city of Atlanta.
	Text13: I think that the pandemic has created a wonderful opportunity for our city to explore ways to continue to be productive without the increased emissions of excessive car trips or over utilization of office spaces. I think that if companies lean into telework options it could create opportunities for businesses to enter our market and lower office space prices. 

Let's be honest. Atlanta did not do the best with pandemic protocols and most restaurants and retail spaces are once again prospering and growing. Supporting consumerism while still promoting public safety would be one of my primary focuses. Continuing to encourage vaccinations in some of our most trusted locations could keep citizens safe as they venture back into the world.
	Text14: I believe that 40% of new apartments should provide housing affordable for the lower 50% of the City of Atlanta population. I think that price gouging for new homes should be policed harshly based on historical pricing in communities and normalized price growth rather than reactionary pricing. 

The obvious barriers to this are the developers who are very willing and able to invest in candidates that do not hold these values. I think that Atlanta's citizens should observe very closely which candidates accept donations from real estate developers and, subsequently, how they vote on legislation promoting fair and equitable housing practices.
	Text15: I believe that it may be necessary to implement a city tax, rent and mortgage forgiveness plan for those who can prove excessive hardship during the pandemic. So many entities have been waiting with baited breath on the coming flood of displacements for profit. No moral or just representative of human beings should be comfortable with that. 
	Text16: The More MARTA program has the potential to be truly transformative for Atlanta. It is clear that pandemic related issues have slowed the program and I believe that it still has the potential to be great for the city. If you want something done right, you probably have to leave the lights on. I think that the appointments, vetting and selection of candidates should be done with full public transparency, even their applications. I think that nominations and selections should be made in public meetings with open feedback allowed from citizens. 
	Text17: I think that the backlog is most clearly attributable to a lack two factors: efficiency and accountability. City contractors must be held to task on deadlines and given efficiency scores on deliverables. If a contractor is found wanting, there will certainly be more available during an open RFP process. Project delivery will be expedited by clearly stating expectations before hand and consequences if they are not met.
	Text18: I think that sustainability should be a top priority for our city moving forward. Streamlining our waste management procedures, transitioning to a public transportation-focused model and taking measures to reduce our carbon footprint must be done in congress with measures to increase green space, protect existing trees + rural areas and protect our waterways from runoff and pollution. I think that our city-wide recycling program was a great initiative and it should be more ardently enforced and incentivized. I think that we should look into non-predatory measures of adding solar panels to existing homes, especially the elderly. We should also look into tax breaks and incentives for those who use public transportation as a primary means of conveyance through the city.
	Text2: The opportunity gap. Income and opportunity disparities are at alarming highs in our city currently, especially post pandemic. Of the many ways to address this dilemma I will choose my Top 3 and some brief explanations.

Housing Inequity - The nearly uncapped growth of the housing/apartment market in Atlanta without enough checks on fair and equitable pricing practices is poised to make Atlanta unlivable for a great number of its citizens. Disproportionately its ones of color and lower income. I believe that all builders must be compelled to offer a percentage of market rate housing at a price comparable to the income of lower 50% of Atlanta's population. I think that property tax increases should be frozen until at least 3 years post pandemic to help families recover from the economic blow. 

Public Transportation - Recent TSPLOST dollars should focus solely on public transportation and safety enhancements for the city. (MARTA, Bike Lanes, Cross Walks, Additional Signage, Etc.)

Public Safety - Less Opportunity = More Crime. We must focus on revamping Atlanta work force development, giving incentives to students who wish to go to 4-year college or Atlanta Technical college and providing wrap around services for schools in economically challenged communities. In addition, we must bolster Pre-Arrest and Pre-Trial diversion programs to thwart at-risk youth from becoming career criminals.
	Text 3: I believe in leading from the front and empowering others to step into their light of service and greatness. As Neighborhood and NPU chair I would always impress upon neighbors that our meetings were a place for "Reporting and Accountability". The work must be done on the ground between meetings and then we come together to report progress or opportunities. Timeliness, professionalism, respect and positivity are all stalwarts of my leadership style. 

I encourage and motivate others by consistently connecting them to the resources they would need to make their respective dreams a reality. If possible, joining them on their journey. I believe in praising people publicly and cultivating them privately.


