
Ralph Long

1 

Below is the unedited questionnaire response of: 

Ralph Long
Atlanta City Council

Post 3 At-Large



3 

2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results. [For Mayoral Only] As Mayor, what will your process be in
vetting and selecting your staff and Cabinet leadership?
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?


	Candidate information
	Secondary contact information: (If you prefer that CBA direct scheduling inquiries to someone other than the candidate, check here __.)
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Blank Page

	Text1: I am a lifelong Atlanta resident, husband, father and active member of my Southwest Atlanta community who is sincerely interested in making city government work better for all of Atlanta. I was honored to serve two terms in the Georgia House of Representatives, where I represented portions of Atlanta, East Point and College Park. As a Legislator committed to constituent service and accessibility, it was clear to me that people just want help from their elected officials. They may not always realize which branches or levels of government handle specific issues, but they know that someone who is elected to an office should be in a position to make their constituents' lives' easier. I decided to run for Post 3 At-Large on the Atlanta City Council because I can offer a strong voice toward constituent service, balanced development and public safety that would be beneficial to our city. Put simply, I am fighting for the soul of the city.

I am proud to have the support of voters and neighbors across Atlanta who believe in me and my team's vision for making Atlanta work better for every stakeholder within our city.
	Text4: First, our city government must protect the public comment space within City Council meetings and make it even easier for constituents to directly petition the government with their grievances. As a member of the Council, I will always vote to provide a space for the people who give us our authority in office to let us know what we are doing right and what we are doing wrong. As we continue to move beyond the COVID-19 experience, I will work with our city government to retain those elements of remote and virtual city meetings that make it easier for people to participate in NPU or City Council meetings. Our city should leverage social media and all available technology platforms to put government services right at people's fingertips. 

As the City Councilperson for Post 3, at-Large, I will work to provide much-needed raises to our city government employees. I am proud that our city consistenly fights to provide competitive salaries to our police and firefighters. We should also invest in paying our other city government employees as the professionals that they are and that we expect them to be. The customer service and constituent service functions of City Hall work better with a workforce that is respected, appreciated and cared for by their employer.
	Text5: I am opposed to Buckhead cityhood and will do everything in my power to stop this divisive attack on our city's future. As a member of the City Council elected citywide, I will work intentionally to ensure that my office is responsive to the needs of every part of Atlanta, from Dixie Hills to Tuxedo Park. I will listen attentively to the needs of every part of our community, and be honest about the abilities and limitations of city government to address people's issues. 
	Text6: Atlanta needs specific, dedicated funding for our priorities, including infrastructure, the arts, affordable housing and money to low-income seniors for improvement to their homes. We need to require more from the developers who do business here as well as the corporations who choose to locate in our city. Atlanta needs a progressive tax structure that is intentional about addressing inequality and inequities by putting more resources into programming and services that help Atlantans who are most in need. As we set our city's budget, we should examing city programs based on how they work to reduce the disparities of people's experiences as Atlantans.
	Text7: I am intrigued by the potential of participatory budgeting and look forwad to learning more about how it can be a tool for the City to build budgets that better reflect our values and the priorities of our stakeholders. I will work as a Councilmember to make sure that my constituents are guiding me when it's time for the Council and Mayor to make decisions about allocating city resources. I will make my City Council office budget easily accessible to constituents and regularly report-out on the staff salaries and expenditures of my office.
	Text8: Public safety is the direct responsibility of local government, so the City of Atlanta must take the lead in making everyone who lives, works and plays here safe. What we are doing and what we have been doing simply do not work at this time. Atlanta needs comprehensive reform of public safety that goes beyond incarceration and over-policing for low-level crimes. We need a police force that sees itself as a partner with the many communities it serves, not antagonistic to those communities. Atlanta needs to reimagine policing by dedicating public safety resources to strengthening the social services and mental health services that are offered to people in need, instead of criminalizing poverty and poor health. In addition to expanding programs that make it possible for public safety officers to live in the communities they serve, we need to strenghten the trust Atlantans have in their police. The Atlanta Citizens Review Board needs to be granted full authority to thoroughly investigate instances of police misconduct. We can also improve people's trust in law enforcement by severely reducing police action on low-level, non-violent incidents. Our police should spend their time and resources solving and preventing major crimes, not creating community environments where residents are over-policed for the crime of being poor or living in underserved neighborhoods.
	Text9: Diversion and policing alternatives should play a central role in Atlanta's public safety strategy. We cannot jail our way to safer neighborhoods. Unfortunately, there will always be people available for jailing. Our focus should be on desiging programs that attack the conditions that lead people to crime and investing city resources, including public safety resources, into those programs. As a member of the City Council, I will collaborate with city council colleagues from big cities across the country to learn about policing alternatives that have worked in their communities and how those programs can be scaled to suit Atlanta's needs. Atlanta's government must be willing to target public safety resources away from traditional law enforcement programs that are not effective at keeping our neighborhoods safe and toward social service programs and policing alternatives that can directly help people.
	Text10: The City of Atlanta should take the lead in determining the economic development strategy for our city. Economic development should not be a free for all. When there is no comprehensive strategy for developing our city, gentrification and displacement are not too far behind development. As a member of the City Council, I would work with the Mayor's Office to bring Invest Atlanta more directly into the communities across our city that it serves. I will encourage residents to participate in city design sessions and other forums provided for them to play role in setting our development strategy. 

Our economic development strategy must be centered around making Atlanta more livable for people throughout their lives - children, teeangers, working adults and retirees. Any developer looking to do business in our city, especially those in need of tax breaks, should be asked to demonstrate how their proposed project makes life easier for Atlantans from cradle to grave and in between.
	Text11: Atlanta is not Atlanta without an upwardly mobile Black community. Our city will not continue to prosper if generations of Atlanta's Black children are born into poverty from which they can never hope to escape. The City of Atlanta, from the Mayor's Office and across the City Council, should lead the effort to narrow the racial wealth gap among our citizens. We should work with intentionality toward building a city that invests more city resources into those residents and neighborhoods who are most in need. 

Every child living in our city should have at least one adult in their home with a full-time job paying a livable wage with full benefits. As a member of the City Council, I will work to establish programs and practices that increase the earning potential of all Atlantans, including working poor Black Atlantans who have been left behind. I will sponsor legislation that ensures that every contractor working with the City, regardless of their income level, is allowed to enroll into the City's health benefits plan. 
	Text13: We need to make sure that the economic growth we are currently experiencing is sustainable. Beyond the increases in real estate values across the city, we need to ensure that Atlanta remains a place where people who work in the hospitality and service industries can afford to live. We must be intentional in our development of previously underserved areas of the city. While areas of my community in Southwest Atlanta have been disinvested for many years, our rush to bring services and development to every part of Atlanta should not be allowed to result in the large-scale displacement of the many people who have called Atlanta home through the rough times.

Another challenged to our economic recovery is the number of jobs that are still paying people too little money and not offering health care, paid sick leave and options to plan for retirement. Too many of our neighbors are struggling to survive on wages that are too low. Our elected city government must use every tool at its disposal to encourage private employers to take better care of the Atlantans who work for their companies and make our city prosperous.
	Text14: In order to keep up with the demand for housing, we need more housing density in every part of Atlanta. We must rethink how we picture our homes and our neighborhoods and have tough conversations with every part of the city about whether we are doing enough to increase the housing stock. We can no longer afford to only design housing for single family homes sitting on huge lots. It is imperative that we look to other large cities to identify strategies for increasing the availablity of quality housing across price points in every part of the city.

As a real estate broker for the past 20 years, I have lived and worked through the economic cycles that impact housing. Atlanta's need for affordable housing is real, but that is a need that must be filled across the city and not just concentrated south of I-20. Just as we need more workforce housing that is attractive and affordable to teachers, police officers and firefighters, we need "retiree housing" that is attractive to retired public servants who have a pension that make them ineligible for low-income senior housing.

Affordable housing must factor into the conversation about making Atlanta livable for all residents at every stage of life, even residents who do not have high incomes.
	Text15: First, it is important that we make the tough decisions around expanding our housing stock throuhgout the City so that more people can live here. We need to be willing to make responsible changes to our zoning laws that will open up more of Atlanta to current and potential residents. The City of Atlanta and Invest Atlanta should partner with Atlanta Housing to significantly increase the availability of housing vouchers to families and the number and variety of landlords who participate in the program. Every developer who comes to Invest Atlanta for their assistance with a project should be required to implement strategies for reducing any potential displacement caused by their development.

As stated above, the most important tool for housing stability is quality jobs that pay a livable wage and provide health care and retirement benefits. Every Atlantan who works full time should make a wage that affords them a quality housing option within our city.
	Text16: Public transit is economic development, it is public health and it is a civil right. The City of Atlanta must do whatever it can to support the execution of More MARTA in order to make sure that quality public transit is situated in the parts of our city most in need. As a member of the City Council, I will work in support of efforts to make More MARTA more responsive to Atlantans who rely on MARTA. This responsiveness should include transparency into the program and increased opportunities for Atlanta riders and residents to design More MARTA. 

City of Atlanta appointees to the MARTA Board should be committed to the equitable design of public transit throughout our city and should demonstrate an understanding of role of public transit in creating healthier, more vibrant neighborhoods in every part of Atlanta.
	Text17: Atlanta's backlog of infrastructure improvement is concerning and unfortunately reflects the infrastrcutre backlog seen in communities across the United States. We have been putting bandages on complex infrastructure problems for too long. As the City Councilperson for Post 3 At-Large, I will call on the Mayor's office to perform a comprehensive audit of the pending infrastructure project list and to design a community engagement strategy for prioritizing these projects. We need to allow the people of Atlanta to have a meaningful say over how we dedicate our city resources to making our streets, bridges, sidewalks, trails, parks and transit work better for us.
	Text18: It won't matter how strong our economy is, or how valuable our homes are, if we do not have a healthy Earth home on which to live. Sustainablity must be a key component of our city's plans for growth and vitality, alongside racial equity and inclusion. As a real estate broker and interior designer, I am always excited about development projects that are thoughtful about sustainability and being responsible with our shared environment. Green standards should be fully implemented by the City of Atlanta and should be imposed on residential and commercial developments. Atlanta should lead our state and the Southeast region in adoption a green economy. 

At this time, I don't think we are at the point where any of our city's sustainability intiatives can be considered a success. I appreciate the sustainability work that is underway, but do not yet see where we have adopted bold, challenging sustainability projects that will protect our environment, create high-paying green jobs and strengthen our economy.
	Text2: The biggest issue facing the City of Atlanta is the vast income inequality across our city. As a child growing up here in the 70s, 80s and 90s, Atlanta was a place where anyone with enough work ethic could find a quality job that would allow them to provide for their families. As a member of the City Council, I will work to establish a youth ambassador program that works directly with young entrepreneurs to provide them support, professional training, mentorship and business licenses as they work to provide for themselves.

Another important issue facing our city is crime. I list crime as second in importance behind income inequality because so much of the crime in Atlanta is precipitated by the conditions that lead people to criminal activity - deeply entrenched intergenerational poverty, a lack of quality, affordable housing, and a lack of jobs that pay a livable wage and provide employment benefits. As the City Councilperson for Post 3, At-Large, I will work to meaningfully reform policing in our city so that we take a more wholistic view of public safety that goes beyond incarceration and determines uses for public safety resources that can directly serve people.

The third most important issue for Atlanta at this time is our infrastructure. As a member of the City Council, I will fight to imporve infrastructure including the expansion of shareable streets, denser sidewalk coverage in every part of the city and safer, better-placed crosswalks.
	Text 3: I am a leader who doesn't shy away from difficult conversations or tough decisions. I believe that we can handle any issue in front of us as long as we are truthful with ourselves and each other about our problems. In the Georgia House of Representatives, I was proud to work collaboratively across the political aisle on many of the issues important to my district, notably strengthening the leadership of Atlanta Public Schools in the wake of the CRCT cheating scandal, addressing environmental hazards in my district and providing much needed appropriations funding to Atlanta Metropolitan State College that allowed it to replace its heating and air system on the campus. As a leader and legislator, I never shied away from the opportunity to learn from my constituents about their needs and pair them up with the  government entities with the responsibility for solving their problems.


