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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?



6 

6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?


	Candidate information
	Secondary contact information: (If you prefer that CBA direct scheduling inquiries to someone other than the candidate, check here __.)
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Blank Page

	Text1: I have served for three years as president of South Atlantans for Neighborhood Development, a neighborhood association representing seven neighborhoods in southeast Atlanta. In this role I have fought for safer streets, public transit improvements, increased affordable housing, and better public engagement. Specifically, I co-founded the Bill Kennedy Way Working Group which successfully advocated for the protected trail that makes it safe for cyclists and pedestrians to cross I-20, reconnecting neighborhoods. I co-founded the South Moreland Avenue Working Group, bringing together representatives from nine communities along South Moreland Avenue to build consensus and work with GDOT and ATLDOT on this critical corridor. I secured funding to plan the Southeast PATH Connector Trail along Intrenchment Creek. I worked with the Atlanta Preservation Center to get Landmark Status for the Ormewood Avenue bridge. 

I have spent over a decade working for the federal and state government, including seven years as a performance auditor for the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts, focused on increasing government accountability, transparency, and effectiveness. I received my bachelor’s degree from Grinnell College and have a master’s degree in public administration from American University. 
I am running because Atlanta is at a pivotal moment, and it’s going to take true leadership and experience, as well as an understanding of the complexity of the issues facing Atlanta to effectively address them. 

I have the support of a number of local community leaders, including former state representative Paul Bolster. I believe their support is important because they have worked with me on many of the issues impacting our community and believe from that experience that I am the most qualified candidate to carry us forward. 















	Text4: I have worked as a state auditor for seven years, leading performance audit teams which are focused on increasing government accountability, transparency, and effectiveness of government operations. I also have a graduate degree in public administration with a focus on state and local government. I will use this experience and expertise on government operations to dig into the root issues of why City’s delivery and responsiveness is waning. It is the responsibility of City Council to practice this oversight role of how core services are being delivered. This could include using the City Auditor’s office to conduct audits of severe service delivery issues. We can then address root causes through legislative and budgetary action, and through collaboration with whomever is the next mayor of Atlanta. I would communicate the issues found and proposed solutions so we can be completely transparent with the public and seek to rebuild trust. We could further establish a publicly available dashboard tracking the performance of core services, broken down geographically. 
	Text5: The Buckhead cityhood movement is bad for the City of Atlanta, bad for Buckhead, and bad for metro-Atlanta. It would remove a substantial portion of the City’s tax base, impacting the ability of the City to function and deliver services, which would create a less desirable Atlanta negatively impacting the ability of the whole region to attract talent and jobs. 

We need to work proactively to address concerns around public safety and the effective delivery of city services to benefit Buckhead and the City at large. We need to ensure we address any policy and process issues that stand in the way of timely delivery of needed infrastructure projects. We need to strengthen transparency and accountability within the City government to rebuild trust with all citizens, regardless of where they live. We need to have frank communications about the negative consequences for all that result from any separation of Buckhead from the City of Atlanta. 


	Text6: We need to increase our revenue streams and more effectively spend tax dollars and grant funds to effectively deliver services and ensure the financial sustainability of the City. This includes ensuring commercial properties are accurately assessed, which would increase tax revenue. We also need to ensure that any tax abatements or other vehicles we use for economic development are necessary and do not erode our tax base. We need to work with the State to remove the ability of the Development Authority of Fulton County from operating in the City of Atlanta. We also need creative funding streams for affordable housing, including recording fees, demolition fees, and linkage fees. We need to pass another TSPLOST in the future, with proper oversight and restrictions to ensure we get the projects delivered that are promised to voters. Each of these opportunities should be evaluated to see how sustainable each revenue source is, determine possible negative economic impacts, and what the impact would be from an equity standpoint. 


	Text7: I am committed to bringing transparency to the process and making our government accessible to all citizens, including expanded use of participatory budgeting. As a state auditor, I have years of experience providing oversight to ensure an ethical and transparent management of State resources. I am eager to take those experiences to City Hall. As a citizen, I advocated for the creation of the independent Office of the Inspector General and will continue to ensure their independence is protected and that they have adequate funding to successfully perform their job. I would also leverage the City Auditor’s office to evaluate any potential areas of concern related to the ethical and transparent management of City resources, and seek to improve the accessibility and accuracy of information provided by the City Open Checkbook. 

	Text8: We need to ensure we have the level of staffing necessary and policies in place for true community policing to provide presence and rebuild trust with communities. We also need to expand the Policing Alternatives and Diversion (PAD) program to 24/7 and ensure that we are working with partners, including Fulton County, to provide sufficient behavioral health services to those being diverted. We also need to ensure we have policies for APD for when they should refer individuals to PAD instead of making an arrest. We need to close the Atlanta City Detention Center as a jail and seek to leverage it instead as a reentry center where wrap-around services, from job training, to counseling, to housing, can be provided. We need to reduce crimes committed by youth through working in collaboration with Atlanta Public Schools and our Parks and Recreation department to ensure we have sufficient youth activities, from sports leagues to employment opportunities. Successful reform will require collaborating with Fulton County and State as it relates to mental and behavioral health, the County in terms of reducing the jail population through diversion and reductions in recidivism, and the judicial system to ensure solutions are actually actionable. We also need to partner with the private sector on everything from obtaining needed services, to expanding employment opportunities, to funding youth activities. 


	Text9: The diversion and policing alternatives program should play an active role in our public safety strategy by addressing the root causes of many low-level offenses and non-violent crimes by keeping these individuals out of our criminal justice system and linking them with the services they need to avoid repeat offenses. This is everything from mental and behavioral health issues, including drug addiction, to the need of supportive housing. We need to ensure we are not criminalizing poverty. We should fund these through our General Fund, as well as seek public-private partnerships, particularly when it comes to supportive housing and linking individuals who have been diverted to job opportunities. The program should be evaluated based on how many people are successfully diverted, which I would define as providing needed services and not continuing to commit criminal offences after the diversion. 

	Text10: The City should recognize and promote economic development policies that are most effective. The number one focus should be on building and attracting a talented workforce. This includes working to ensure WorkSource Atlanta, with its transition to Invest Atlanta, is successful in workforce training and partnering with local technical colleges and universities, as well as outreach to major employers to ensure there is a pipeline to bring them the skilled work they need to thrive in our City. This also includes building a livable, desirable Atlanta that is attractive to recruiting and retaining a talented workforce. With the increase in remote working following the pandemic, we can use placemaking, parks, walkable neighborhoods to attract often high-paid workers who can choose anywhere in the country to live.

We should focus our urban redevelopment tools on underutilized industrial land and vacant city-owned land, putting such land to productive use creating everything from housing to needed commercial and retail districts in parts of the City that lack jobs and commerce. This will build a more attractive, equitable and economically resilient city. 


	Text11: We are often ranked last in terms of economic mobility and income inequality among major metro areas and the City has an important role to play in addressing these challenges. We should leverage InvestAtlanta to attract economic development to parts of the City that are in need of economic development, particularly attracting jobs to communities that provide a career ladder to greater prosperity. This could include setting up offices for InvestAtlanta in each quadrant of the City, because each community has its own unique needs and desires and that must be recognized to be successful. Also, we need to recognize that Black-owned businesses and entrepreneurs often lack access to capital and work to provide financing to support their growth and expansion. We also need to use an affordable housing trust fund to help individuals purchase homes and gain equity as development reaches their community, as well as finance community ownership of spaces so each community can benefit financially and play a role in how their community economically prospers. We also need to look at our budget and policies through an equity lens to ensure we are not advancing policies that can negatively impact the racial wealth gap. This includes proactively mitigating displacement before public investments, including land banking and community ownership of real estate. We need to ensure our economic development priorities include addressing the abundance of industrial land use in largely Black communities, bringing in grocery stores, and even ensuring parks are equitably funded. All these things tie into economic mobility and income inequality. 


	Text13: There are a number of major challenges that we will face, including the impacts of the pandemic on our City finances, the looming eviction crisis, and the impact of remote work and less demand for office space on our commercial centers, including Downtown and Midtown. We need to be proactive about identifying anything we can cut from our City budget, expand sustainable sources of needed revenue, and work to deliver City services more effectively and efficiently. We will need to ensure our processes for delivering federal rental assistance are streamlined to more quickly allocate these funds to qualified residents and decrease the number of evictions that will impact families, impact employers, and potentially increase our homeless population. This is also why we need to prioritize establishing an affordable housing trust fund with dedicated funding sources so we can be more proactive with the stabilization of housing. We should also consider financing to convert office space in our commercial centers to housing, and increase ground retail, to make our commercial centers more sustainable if commercial demand goes down while addressing our lack of housing supply. 

	Text14: There are a number policy and budgetary actions we can take that will all help address but not fully solve the affordable housing crisis. These include:

Establishing a dedicated funding source for housing that we can use to preserve existing affordable housing, increase housing stability, build new affordable housing on land controlled by the City and Atlanta Housing, subsidize the creation of new affordable housing, and fund land banks to secure and develop affordable housing.

Using federal and local funds to build affordable housing on existing vacant City of Atlanta and Atlanta Housing land.

Effectively using inclusionary zoning policies to create affordable housing throughout the City. This includes continuously monitoring inclusionary zoning policies to ensure they are operating as intended and create additional affordable housing units without decreasing overall housing supply.

Create more affordable housing options by allowing carriage houses, basement apartments, and more flexibility with ADUs by right.

Work with the state to tax vacant and blighted land to push property owners to put this land to better use, including by building new housing. 

The barriers include getting City Hall and Atlanta Housing to work effectively together, and I would seek to overcome that by building relationships with leaders in the Mayor's Office focused on housing as well as within Atlanta Housing. Funding is also an issue and I would advocate that not only is funding affordable housing the right thing to do, it can save money long-term through reduction of other services we might need to provide the unhoused. 

	Text15: This will require both short and long-term strategies. The most immediate need is to ensure we have a streamlined process for delivering the federal rental assistance funds to qualified applicants to prevent evictions from lack of rental payment and we should do more outreach to connect directly with those who need these funds who might not be aware of them or struggle to complete the required paperwork. We should also work with the philanthropic community and other private sector partners to provide tenants with an understanding of their rights and legal representation which can often lead to mediation, cost savings for landlords, and less evictions. Long-term, we need an affordable housing trust fund to provide needed stabilization dollars to prevent displacement through financing the purchasing of existing affordable housing options. We need to help renters become homeowners in areas where gentrification is or will occur to allow these individuals to not be displaced and instead gain equity as housing values rise. We need to increase our housing supply to reduce the rapid annual increase in housing prices. We need to work with Fulton County and Atlanta Public Schools to ensure legacy residents are not being displaced by property taxes. 

	Text16: City Council should take an active role in the oversight of the MoreMARTA program including increasing transparency through requesting and publicly posting documents related to prioritization, progress on projects, funds spent, and how project costs are aligning with projected project costs. We should use the City of Atlanta subcommittee of the MARTA Board of Directors to reevaluate projects and prioritization to ensure they still align with our needs. We should also push MARTA on what efforts they have made at seeking other funds or using public private partnership to more quickly deliver projects, as they noted they would do so in the Intergovernmental Agreement MARTA signed with the City as part of MoreMARTA. 
I would vet candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board based on their knowledge of transit, transit funding, and how frequently they use MARTA for transportation.

	Text17: I would use my background in government performance auditing and public administration to dig into the root causes of the delivery issues. I have had conversations with a number of individuals who have indicated it is related to the procurement process. If that is the case, we need to develop a more streamlined process for the procurement process that still ensures we have needed oversight of procurement, but allows for projects to be delivered more quickly. We are at risk of sending federal dollars for complete street projects back to the federal government because we have been unable to spend them in the timeframe required. We cannot be in a position where we send federal dollars back and then tell citizens we lack the funds necessary for needed infrastructure projects. This will become more critical if the City takes on responsibility for maintaining sidewalks. Another solution for some projects is to work with another entity, like the Midtown Alliance, to deliver infrastructure projects. This would be at least a short-term solution while we address process issues in procurement, ATLDOT, or both. 

	Text18: I agree with the CBA that Atlanta is one of the leading cities for environmental sustainability and we must continue to keep that as one of our top priorities. Sustainability is essential to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality. We need proper stormwater management to address more frequent large rain events. We need alternatives to driving alone in cars. We need to preserve existing greenspaces and deliver on the South River Forest to build a resilient, livable City. 

We have had successes, including the Proctor Creek Greenway, Westside Quarry, and the Atlanta Commercial Energy Efficiency Ordinance. We can continue to support the PACE program, take lessons learned from Procter Creek and apply those to the Intrenchment Creek and South River, and support financing and tools to deliver increased use of solar power. 

We can look to the Resilient Atlanta Action Plan created as part of the 100 Resilient Cities Initiative. There are a number of bold and needed actions, such as creating a stormwater utility fee to fund a comprehensive stormwater management program, protecting our tree canopy, and promoting more resilient infrastructure design. I was nominated to be a part of the Resilient Atlanta Discovery Working Groups in 2017 and want to carry this plan forward.

	Text2: Public Safety. I recognize we need a comprehensive approach and all policy ties into public safety. I would support creating a competitive pay structure to attract and retain a quality, fully staffed APD. I would work with the Mayor’s office to encourage a laser focus on violent crime and illegal gun use. I would support funding to expand the Policing Alternatives and Diversion (PAD) program. I would work with local police commanders to ensure community policing activities are occurring in needed areas in District 1.

Transportation. I would prioritize public transit, including ensuring the redesigned bus network functions better for Atlanta and that we use City-owned streets where necessary to create dedicated lanes for buses. This includes being directly involved in the Summerhill BRT project to ensure we properly execute this critical project for District 1. I would also challenge MARTA to be more creative with the delivery of rail along the BeltLine, including using federal TIFIA loans and public private partnerships. I would support legislation for the City to take responsibility for sidewalks and develop a funding plan to ensure we can actually deliver on the responsibility. 

Affordable Housing. There is no panacea for our affordable housing crisis but I would ensure City Council takes its designated role as the chief policymaking body of the City to plan and fund affordable housing. This includes legislation to establish a dedicated funding source for an affordable housing trust fund that we can leverage to increase housing stability, building new affordable housing on city-owned vacant land, and fund land banks to create permanent affordable housing. We need to continuously monitor our inclusionary zoning policies to ensure we are maximizing delivery of affordable units through such policies without decreasing overall housing supply. 











	Text 3: I lead by example and my approach to motivate others and deliver results is through calm, pragmatic consensus building. For example, when it comes to my day job of delivering effective performance audits I motivate my team by building consensus around what we are looking to deliver as our final product, and working backwards to effectively plan the steps necessary to achieve that goal, then executing the plan and celebrating the accomplishment of each milestone to keep up motivation and deliver a great final result. 



