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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?
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	Text1: I have lived in District 4 since 2009, I served as President of Ashview Height, Vice-Chair of Neighborhood Planning Unit T, and on the board of West End Neighborhood Development. In these roles, I have acquired leadership experience, earned the trust of the community, and advocated for the community and their needs. As an educator and Diversity Coordinator in Atlanta Public Schools, I have had the opportunity to serve families in a different capacity. I have first-hand experience in working with families to create solutions for the issues they face day to day in the City of Atlanta. In my current role, as a National Partnership Manager for the U.S. Census Bureau, I create and maintain thriving relationships with Corporations and NonProfit Organizations. I am focused on making sure families have affordable, inclusive, and safe places to call their home, no matter their income or their makeup. I am running to protect legacy residents and businesses from displacement. I am running to strengthen small businesses through collaboration and coalition building. I am running to ensure there are complete streets throughout District 4. I am running to create healthy communities throughout Atlanta City Council District 4.I am supported by Winfield Ward Murray, a son of Atlanta, a fourth-generation Atlanta University Graduate and Professor at Clark Atlanta University. Having ties to the AUC is pivotal, a large part of the history of this district comes from Atlanta University Center.I am supported by Nia Knowles of Area West Realty. Nia is a small business owner who has sold homes to many people on the southwest side of Atlanta. Nia has served as NPU-T chair and still lives and works in the 4th District. Nia is helpful to gain trust and access to senior voters and women in District 4. Yvonne Williams has been in the West End since 1999. She has worked with organizers like Malcolm X. As a legacy resident that lives on one of the main streets. Yvonne placing my yard sign in her yard sends a message to other legacy residents that she is standing with me. Adrian Russell, a new resident of the district and a young marketing professional has lent his support. This part of the community is important to tap into the next generation of people who are flocking to the district. Adrian will be hosting a few events for the campaign in the Centennial Park area. Legends Club which is a celebrity barber lounge in the Northern part of District 4 gives me access to voters who live in the condos that are not as easy to reach. Lauren the owner has given money as well as supporting the campaign by engaging influencers and voters
	Text4: There is a lack of trust in city services, and rightfully so. There are several steps I would take to address the service delivery and responsiveness in the City of Atlanta. I would hold town halls to hear from the citizens, to find out what issues exist with city services and what solutions they believe would be helpful. I am a people-centered thinker, a solution is only as good as the end-user believes it is. We have to improve the systems based on how people use them and understand what prevents access. I would advocate digitizing processes from obtaining permits and to providers submitting HOPWA requests. Going digital could have challenges. To address the digital divide I would advocate for Municipal broadband by working with Atlanta Public Schools, Fulton County Libraries, and local Colleges and Universities. Every citizen will have access to interact with the City of Atlanta online from anywhere in the city. I would explore the strengthening of the Atlanta Watershed, Atlanta Department Of Transportation, and Policing Alternatives and Diversion Initiative. I would add an educational component to make sure citizens know what services are available and how the process works. We have to communicate clearly with people, setting clear expectations and delivering on those expectations, to regain their trust.
	Text5: Buckhead and the City of Atlanta are one and the same. I believe the citizens in Buckhead have a right to do a feasibility study. However, I feel that Buckhead needs to remain a part of the City of Atlanta. Becoming a city will not change the issues that Buckhead is facing. I will advocate for strategic planning to focus on the crime and concerns from all communities in the City of Atlanta.
	Text6: Taxation is creating adjustable mortgages for citizens. I believe there needs to be more focus on the taxation of people who do not live in the City of Atlanta is necessary. To maintain affordability we are going to have to think outside of the box around taxation. A large percentage of the roads and infrastructure the city maintains is used by non-residents of the City of Atlanta. We do not want to overtax our businesses and residents. I believe the tax that will be collected for AirBnB should be allocated to support the improvement of infrastructure and affordable housing. The tax base is going with the market. Homes in parts of the city are selling at all-time highs. We will see a large upswing in tax revenue from the larger new developments in West Midtown and Bankhead areas. The rising home prices in District 4 will also create more revenue. Homes that were selling for $150,000 in 2015 are now selling for over $600,000. We need to reassess where these dollars are being spent.
	Text7: The City of Atlanta has trust issues, people do not trust the City. Transparency builds trust. Giving slaps on the wrist time after time does not build trust for the citizens. We have to make our budgets accessible and give our ethics review board teeth to hold City employees accountable including City Council.I believe we can create a city government that is transparent and accountable to its people. I would host a quarterly town hall, engaging citizens on project’s timelines and general operations. I will inform citizens how the District 4 City Council budget is being spent. I would also use technology to inform citizens, updating the city website regularly. 
	Text8: Public Safety reform is necessary. I will work to make Atlanta safe again. I will fund Community Court, our current system is underfunded and utilized. I spoke with Winfield Ward Murray who oversaw the system at the beginning when we saw a decrease of 30% in recidivism. I would increase funding for the PAD program that went city-wide on June 21st. The program asked for 4.5 million for funding and got 1.5 million. We have to fully fund programs and educate the community about them and how they work. I would expand @Promise centers to engage the youth. I plan to work with local businesses to create opportunities for year-round jobs for youth in the district based on their interests. I would focus on making sure we have complete streets throughout the district. There will be a focus on street lights and traffic calming devices throughout making access to public transportation safe and easier to use.
	Text9: We have to decriminalize poverty and mental health issues in the City of Atlanta. Policing Arrest Diversion (PAD) just went city-wide on June 21st, 2021. They asked for 4.5 million, they got 1.5 million so they have to decrease the operation to 7 am to 7 pm. We have to fully fund the PAD program as well as fully funding Community Court. When Community Court was started lead by Mr. Winfield Ward Murray, there was a decrease of 30% in recidivism. We need to evaluate and organize as a Built for Zero community. Built for Zero communities pool resources to fund and target chronic homelessness not just how many people are served.
	Text10: Development needs a referee in the City of Atlanta. Companies are choosing Atlanta for its rich untapped resources. The City has to see its value and require more equitable development throughout the CIty. We need livable wages everywhere, not just concentrated in highly developed areas. Atlanta has the talent so let us use that as leverage to create a world-class city in every district. Here is where a people based strategy, infilling with services and opportunity, is needed. 
	Text11: We have one of the greatest wealth gaps in the City of Atlanta. The city needs to create an office of economic mobility that brings resources together in place to help people access opportunities. This office would focus on connecting citizens and high school students with jobs and apprenticeships. Creating access to resources that exist housing them all in one place.I would work with programs like Construction Ready located in Westside Works. The program prepares and licenses citizens in 20 days to enter a career in construction. On the 20th day there is a career placement with a major firm. Creating economic mobility. 
	Text13: The pandemic gave the City of Atlanta a facelift. Affordability has become a larger problem, the backlog of work from the inadequate processes, and small businesses struggling to stay open with the shortage of staff. I am an outside-the-box thinker. I focus on long-term solutions. My candidacy will bring a level of education and engagement to get businesses and citizens what they need to recover strong.As someone that has lost two family members to COVID-19 I know the string it has left across the city. I believe keeping people informed of how they can best stay safe is one of the key factors. I believe streamlining the City of Atlanta processes will be a helpful part of getting back on track. I will also advocate for the support of small businesses hit hardest by COVID-19. Making sure PPE and other supplies are available to keep everyone safe and healthy.
	Text14: As Atlanta grows no one should be left behind. We have to use place-based strategies as well as people-based strategies. 1. We have to leverage City-owned land to create affordable housing in places that are thriving and have access to services. Building around MARTA stations with retail on the first level. Creating a more urban landscape. People have access to jobs and public transit, we can increase density and create affordable options. 2. We need to look at the property tax code and work with the GA legislature. We need to create an Affordable housing homestead. If the landlord is renting at a rate below market to someone who is below 60% of AMI they can have a discounted property tax rate. When property taxes increase, that increase impacts the renter directly. 3. Press developers to include higher percentages of  30%, 60%, and 80% AMI units in their new developments.
	Text15: On my street in 2015, the highest sale was 150k, right now there is a house under contract for 630k. In 6 years we have seen housing prices grow faster than our income. We have got to work with the State of GA to freeze property taxes at purchase prices. Muscogee County has what they call a tax freeze. So your property taxes stay frozen at the purchase price and when the house is sold the next owner will lock in at that price.This way you are taxed on what you can afford, in the same vein you get a mortgage based on what you can afford. When property taxes change with the market movement it is similar to an adjustable mortgage, from year to year your mortgage can shift. We have to leverage public owned land to create more affordable housing. There are two strategies, a place based strategy and a people based strategy.  In District 4 I believe we need to use both of those in District 4. The MARTA parking lots and surrounding areas should be used to create mixed use development. Affordable housing towers with retail and parking at the ground level will provide the needed density. This way we can create affordable housing with access to food and transportation. These types of developments are working at Lindbergh station, Martin Luther King Station and Avondale Estate station.  I believe we need to infill areas that have access to transportation and fresh food with denser housing. In filling vacant lots with multi family homes that match the character of the community. Making it possible for more people to be a part of a community in the City of Atlanta. 
	Text16: Transparency is required for More MARTA. We need to add a citizen review board to oversee the spending of the More MARTA dollars as well as for city appointments to the MARTA board. There is a need for users of MARTA to be involved in the process. We have to build our rail system out with the everyday user in mind.As a person that rode the train to work daily I know the importance of access to transportation. Atlanta’s Census count is 495,000 people roughly. We are expected to have 1.2 million by 2040. Our infrastructure cannot support this type of growth. We have to do the work today for tomorrow’s promise.
	Text17: The City's current infrastructure backlog is unsettling. If elected I will work with the City departments to streamline services. The use of updated technology would be a helpful step in the right direction. Making the user and the City employee have fewer steps to submit and receive requests. Also, I will push for actively recruiting for job vacancies in creative ways.
	Text18: Sustainability is a vital part of growth. We need innovative leadership to achieve the expansion of public transit, create more green spaces, renewable energy sources, and eliminate waste of resources. We have been successful in expanding green spaces in the City of Atlanta. I believe we should have a team that focuses on renewable energy. As the City of Atlanta grows, energy is going to be an important factor. Can our current grid handle the growth, How can we build renewable energy into new construction, as well as public transportation expansion, are the questions we need to be looking for answers to.One day of rain should create a natural disaster. The Atlanta Watershed improvement plan has to address the sewer systems that cannot handle heavy rain. We have to prepare for tomorrow today.
	Text2: The three greatest issues facing the CIty of Atlanta are Affordability, Public Safety, and lack of Inclusive Development. I would use a mixture of place-based and people-based strategies. My Affordable Housing Plan has to be approached in several different ways. 1.Expanding the requirements of affordable units in all of the new projects in the city. 2. Work with state legislators to calculate City of Atlanta property tax the way Muscogee County Property Tax Freeze. Taxing homeowners at the time of purchase assessment as opposed to market assessment. This way legacy residents will not be taxed out of their homes and the City will draw more revenue from the more expensive home sales. 3. While rebuilding property tax legislation for homeowners we can address owners of rental properties. If a rental property is being rented affordability (30%-60% AMI) we will create an affordable rental homestead. This way landlords do not have to raise their prices to keep meeting the demands of rising taxes. We can build a portal where the lease and tenant paycheck stubs and be submitted yearly to maintain the affordable rental homestead. 4. We have to use land that is owned by the City and Atlanta Public Schools to create new affordable housing. This way we can move people into places that already have the services and structure at a fraction of the cost. All the APS owned land would remain owned by Atlanta Public School but the tax revenue collected from those sites would all go to Atlanta Public Schools. We would create Affordable units around all MARTA stations to ensure access to transportation. My Public Safety plan has several different approaches as well1. Investment in infrastructure. We need to have complete streets. All street lights operational, sidewalks connecting while also being ADA accessible, traffic lights working, traffic calming devices. Municipal broadband to bridge the digital divide with the City of Atlanta's Digital Automation Cloud. 2. Create more @Promise Center to engage youth. While also creating a paid internship for all Atlanta Public School Teens. 3. Educate about and Expand the PAD Program. Have more officer community engagement. Inclusive Development would engage community members at the beginning, middle, and end. The Community is involved every step of the way.
	Text 3: My leadership style is people-focused. I place the needs of the people before politics. I listen first, leading with compassion is key. A good leader motivates others to do. I will engage, educate, and then activate this strategy I used with my staff throughout the 7 states of the Atlanta Region. Helping people understand the why of the goal is the most important. Once they know why they can connect their personal needs and goals to the larger picture. Tapping into intrinsic motivation is the most powerful. I could not be everywhere in the 7 states to ensure a staff of 68 are on task. However once I have educated them on "what is in it for me", they respond in productive ways. My work on the 2020 Census earned me a Bronze Metal.


