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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?
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	Text1: My qualifications are building sustainability within a community. I have the ability to tap intofunds/resources into our community through my network and relationships that I have formed as apresident/advocate. I chose to run for District 12 because I believe it is time for fresh vision, that willbring new opportunities and economic stability. I am running because I have connected with citizensfrom the young to our seniors and have had the ability to not leave anyone’s voices left out ofimportant conversations and it's time to do that on a larger platform through connecting leaders withleaders. Bringing in ideas that will help develop Metropolitan hwy and cleaning up ourneighborhoods, while keeping them safe. I am running to serve our community our district andrepresent the interest of the people who live in the District 12.
	Text4: I often hear complaints about 311. Citizens have literally called 311 "a joke". I believe that 311 set out to be a one stop shop for Atlantans to access all of their city needs and I also believe it can be just that. 311 is short staffed. I would start with hiring more 311 agents and then we would create a quality assurance data system. I worked in customer service for many years and the most important things is that the customer feels heard and knows that their request are being taken care of. It is not enough to send an email confirmation or service number. We need to create a data base where these service request are put in and the other government offices like; water/sewage, code enforcement etc. need to also be connected to this data source so they can confirm that they have the request and confirm a date and time of when it will be taken care of so when the customer calls back 311 can give more information on the confirmation of their request. This data base would also be able to keep track of all requests that have been completed, not complete and the reason why. It should help the city to figure out what offices are falling behind and why. Data quality assurance will discover inconsistencies and any other issues being experienced when it is done right. It is important that everyone answers for their part in the process.
	Text5: The idea of Buckhead wanting to separate from the City of Atlanta is horrible. They say their issues are higher taxes and public safety issues. These are issues that are seen around the city and in my district people are feeling these two things the most and have been dealing with public safety issues for years. If Buckhead was to separate itself, the City of Atlanta would take a big hit in finances and that is a blow that cannot be afforded. If they separate from the city they will still have issues with crime. The only way to solve these issues is to have better relationships with our law enforcement, give people information on the usefulness of PAD so they become more of a first response for issues such as mental disorders, poverty issues and homelessness. We have loss a large amount of police officers and we do need to hire more so that wait times for crimes are lessoned. These police need to be trained on also on using PAD as a resource center for alternatives to arrests. I would also want to have engagement meetings with the leaders of the area and see how we can create community policing legislation together.
	Text6: We need to help our most vulnerable when it comes to taxes, like our Seniors. I believe we need to create a housing fund that will focus on assistance for our seniors to keep their homes from falling apart, we need to tap into Green infrastructure funding as well as the federal funding being given . Bringing experts to the table to help us understand our options and different ways to be implemented is the best way to evaluate opportunities.
	Text7: There are a few things we can do. We need more user friendly websites. Like 311 is a one stop shop, when it comes to online information we should create a public document portal that is easy to use. When introducing these websites 311 agents should be ready to walk citizens (step by step) on how to access the information they are looking for. As city council representatives I would like to put forth a ethics and transparency legislation, that holds leadership to being transparent. I personally would create a website for district 12 where the citizens can see how much money is allocated to our district and where that money is going, as well as create a participatory budget
	Text8: My philosophy is that we support civility, understanding, and mutual respect towards the citizens of Atlanta while implementing community policing. Make diversion training necessary for officers and supporting PAD financially so that their services can be expanded. The Partnership with PAD is extremely necessary and I would work with PAD to make sure that their services are understood that they are available to the citizens of Atlanta and work with City council representatives to pass a budget where PAD can expand their reach.
	Text9: Diversion and policing alternatives should play a HUGE role. Making sure that citizens are not wrongfully accused when they need resources to help them in life should be our priority. Police officers do not get a "gold star" when they are divert a person to PAD (Policing Alternatives and Diversion). Officers are only getting bonuses for arrests. Meeting a quota is a reality for police officers and it is strongly possible that taking away the quota system and focusing on "protecting and serving" would enhance moral between citizens and police, as well as give people the resources that are needed. PAD is funded by the City of Atlanta and is not given enough funds to expand their services. If PAD is needed on a weekend day or holiday or in the evening, currently they can not be reached as they are reached through 311. I don't believe that PAD has been adequately evaluated or funded.
	Text10: The City of Atlanta should be a great driver of economic development. The city of Atlanta should be leading the charge in this area. We need to make sure that the community needs are heard by having intentional community engagement. Support entrepreneurs to grow their business. We need to work with labor unions to create partnerships with businesses that will pay fare wages.
	Text11: Atlanta leads the country in income inequality and lack of economic mobility. It takes 230 years for a black person to achieve the kind of wealth our white counterparts have and 80 years for our Hispanic citizens. White citizens have in place partnerships that help them to thrive and grow their wealth and this is lacking in black and brown communities. We have to create relationships/partnerships that can reciprocate advocacy or sponsorships for our young black and brown people. Partnerships with our schools (Spelman, Morehouse, Atlanta Tech, Clark etc) with sororities and fraternities.
	Text13: Giving small businesses the help they need to apply for the CARES ACT. There are some businesses that have been successful with receiving funding and ther have been some that have not. The city needs to have resources in place to give people they assistance they need to be successful in filing this information for assistance. As of April 6 of this year, the SBA raised their loan limits but many businesses are not aware of this especially if they are a business of Color. We have to make sure that businesses have the information accessible to them to be successful. I would encourage businesses (especially on our major roads) to create a Business Supporting Businesses group like businesses surrounding the Beltline have done. I would have dedicated team members who help to create these coalitions. I have talked to a few of our businesses on Metropolitan Pkwy about creating one. Small busineses are the back bone of our communities and we must support them in their success.
	Text14: Partnerships and using what we already have is important. We need to look at the current properties that the city owns, partner with developers who are dedicated to making these properties affordable by leasing the land the developers are selling the land at a discounted rate. We also have to have properties at 30% AMI. I believe the barriers will be finding developers that would agree with this but I think they way to overcome these barriers is seeking newer developers who would like to get their foot in the door as a developer.
	Text15: Support and Partnerships are vital for this. I personally have written letters and made phone calls to find subsidies for residents and this would be something that would need to be done. I would partner with the Housing Justice league to create a plan to put a stop to displacement. The only way to protect our residents is to be intentional with our planning with them in mind. It seems many times that the City has residents as a after thought in these decisions but we can't do that if we want to be successful and we have many organizations who do this work every day and can offer some sound advice and create a proactive plan.
	Text16: Many of us know that the people who use transit the most are people of color. Our MARTA system was built with no intentional functionality for this reason. I also think that MARTA can benefit from a transparency kind of site. I also think while we are having discussions on new legislation concerning changing zoning for the benefit of creating affordable housing that MARTA (along with other city offices) need to be included on these conversations. We don't have a real scope on what all of these changes/affects are going to be when it comes to More MARTA. Again, being intentional in how design and plan. This is one of the reasons why people are upset about the Atlanta Prison Form Legislation. The city planned to do one thing with the green space and not its a different conversation. Candidates for city appointments to MARTA should include some residents who are focused on the changes in MARTA being equitable, along with transit professionals.
	Text17: I believe we need transparency in our infrastructure backlog. We need a data base that lists the projects that are needed to be done from the most important to the least important. We need to create a real time structured timeline and stick to it. We need city departments to be held accountable as to why these things are not being taken care of. Our federal government has released billions of dollars for infrastructure and we must tap into those resources. I believe when everyone has eyes on these projects and not just city officials it makes people want to see the project through to completion with efficiently.
	Text18: Sustainability is extremely important for our growth and vitaility. Thus far some wins for Atlanta have been 12.5% greenhouse gas reduction, 16% natural gas reduction, 25% reduction in energy use at City Hall. We have not been very successful with bringing food within 10 minutes of 75% of all residents (especially on the Southside). I would be on these efforts with assisting our older residents in making their homes more green through more partnerships. Strengthening our partnership with Smart Neighborhood. Educating our residents on small things they can do and how we can gain funding for some bigger projects for the businesses in our district.
	Text2: Public safety- I believe that we need community policing. Community partnerships help to help to support law enforcement in reducing crime. It is important that our neighbors are aware of PAD and how they provide resources for situations where law enforcement would not be experts in so I believe supporting PAD would be extremely important. Creating legislation where all officers and new recruits must be required to be adequately trained in diversion matters for youth services, mental health situations and homelessness/poverty situations. I would also fight to end the practice of jailing people concerning quality of life ordinance violations, traffic infractions or the inability to pay a fine. Affordable housing- I would support using publicly owned property for affordable housing. We need to identify city owned property that can be repurposed for residential use. We can make this property available to developers who would commit to creating and maintaining affordability. Transit- Making sure that transit is accessible and equitable. I would work with MARTA and expand conversations with other professionals in transit in large cities in our country. I believe that our transit problem is worth bringing big minds to the table to come up with a solid plan that works and is equitable.
	Text 3: My leadership style is Servant leadership. Servant leadership is when you put the needs of people first. I used this kind of leadership when I was president of Adair Park Today Inc. when I was president, I brought together other presidents and created what is still known as the Murphy's Crossing Coalition. Through the Murphy's crossing coalition we made sure the communities voices were heard by the Atlanta Beltline on what they wanted to see happen with development by creating survey's that the Atlanta Beltline has sense used to open the bidding for the development.


