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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results. [For Mayoral Only] As Mayor, what will your process be in
vetting and selecting your staff and Cabinet leadership?
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?
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	Text1: I chose to run for Atlanta City Council District because I represent the history and the future of my district. Since the second grade on career day, I have known that my time to assume the mantle of leadership as a public servant would always come. Each step before this one seems to have led me here by divine calling. To prepare, I focused my efforts on studying Houstonian jurisprudence at Howard Law in order to become a social agent of change in my communities rather than a social parasite on society. With my understanding of the future of work, I chose to work at Microsoft as a first-year law student, which has prepared me to handle the transition of the company into District 3. Following law school, I worked in Silicon Valley to expand my understanding of big tech, which familiarized me with how technology, resources and intellectual capital can best be used for community advancement, particularly in an impoverished area such as Vine City. After acquiring these experiences, I moved back to Georgia with the plan to leverage my skills, network and commitment to public good for the betterment of my District.  Moreover, I relate to the people of my district across varied backgrounds because while I served in the highest places of tech and law, I also was born into obscure poverty in a single-parent home on government benefits. This diversity in perspective yields a unique lens into preserving the rich legacy of my residents while also preparing us for the future.  

The supporters below are more than simply a check because each has guided and helped me grow along my professional and personal journey. 
1. Sneaker Asylum Inc.
2. Donald Temple 
3. Karen Shrop 
4. George Olokun
5. Gordon K. Davidson

(295 words)

	Text4: Public trust can only be sustained through active engagement and resolution to resident and public concerns. To re-establish the public’s trust in the delivery of city services, the city of Atlanta must be able to deliver efficient, useful, and effective services to the residents and businesses of the city. This requires (1) a comprehensive understanding of the public’s concerns; (2) active improvement and mitigation strategies;  (3) creation of civilian review boards for all city services to annually assess productivity; and (4) appropriate procedures for complaints and grievances for both residents and businesses. I believe that by supporting legislation that responds to resident’s active complaints with city services and allowing residents an opportunity to be involved in city services would reestablish trust with residents and given them a proactive means of implementing change in their communities.  This, then, not only creates community member reinvestment but also drives real organizational change for city agencies. (152 words) 
	Text5: As I understand, the Buckhead City movement is an organization spearheaded by community advocates that are in support of Buckhead becoming a city, this request largely due to the influx of crime in the community. While I am neutral in support or opposition,  I think their challenge for improvement of city services is necessary and noble. Margaret Mead once stated, “ Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” This collective of community of thinkers, leaders, and advocates saw an inherent need for public safety improvement within their community and compiled a list of what they believe the city must do to improve their quality of life. If elected, I intend to resolving the issues that are plaguing their community, specifically policing. As stated in question in two, I believe justice reinvestment and police accountability coupled with elimination of barriers to employment would assist in alleviating community concern in Buckhead. (164 words)
	Text6: My philosophy on taxation is simple - city needs funding to grow. I, however, believe there are various other funding streams that could improve the economic sustainability of Atlanta. Some of these streams could be the use of Covid Pandemic Relief Funds leftover from the Biden Administration. These resources could be used to help rectify and rebuild the 40% of African American and minority businesses that were forced to close due to the pandemic. 
	Text7: Ethical and transparent management of resources requires public awareness about the city’s finances and accountability. The City of Atlanta’s Office of the Controller is responsible for ensuring that the assets of the City are properly accounted for and expended in a manner consistent with applicable laws, policies, plans and procedures. The office’s duties requires financial statement reporting and coordination of external audits. While there is currently infrastructure to generate accountability for city and city agency spending, the opacity of these internal documents have caused skepticism and distrust for residents and small businesses. If elected, I will support legislation that will require the Office of the Controller to publish a quarterly report to detail the non-confidential financial statements of the city. Further, I will support legislation to create a department within the Office of the Controller to evaluate resident and small business complaints as it pertains to: city contracts; financial dishonesty; and the like. (154 words) 
	Text8: My philosophy of crime is simple, most crime occurs because of the societal factors plaguing the community, particularly poverty. There is an intrinsic linkage between lack of resources/ extreme poverty and increase of crime rates. The Prison Policy Organization identified that of the 2.9 million people incarcerated across the country, the medial annual income was $19,185, which was nearly 41% lower than the national average. 40 percent of Georgians have a criminal record and Georgia also leads the nation with over 200,000 individuals on probation, which is 321 percent higher than the national average. Moreover, two out of three people that are released from prison in Georgia are rearrested in three years. This absolutely correlates to the fact that the median income in Atlanta is only $35,353, which is not sustainable for a family of two, attempting to live above the poverty line. Additionally, Studies demonstrate that formerly incarcerated individuals are less likely to reoffend if they happen to be released at a time when the local low-skilled labor market is strong and when well paying entry-level jobs are available. In fact recidivism rates decrease by 63 percent. Employment decreases crime – meaning meaningful jobs reduce the impact of poverty.Needless to say, my approach to public safety is comprehensive and requires a pragmatic approach to resolving the community conditions that necessitate crime. It requires (1) stabilization of the workforce and small business empowerment; (2) job training and apprenticeships; and (3) elimination of collateral offense that create barriers to employment. I believe that by endorsing legislation that is committed to reducing the impact of and contact with the criminal justice system for low-income communities of color is necessary.(277 Words) 
	Text9: Policing alternatives should play a larger role in Atlanta’s public safety strategies. As articulated, crime is a result of circumstance – one of the largest of which being poverty. Resolving and decreasing crime directly increases public safety.40 percent of Georgians have a criminal record. Georgia also leads the nation with over 200,000 individuals on probation, which is 321 percent higher than the national average. Moreover, two out of three people that are released from prison in Georgia are rearrested in three years. Data indicates that this is largely due to collateral consequences that hinder formerly incarcerated individuals. Studies demonstrate that formerly incarcerated individuals are less likely to re-offend if they happen to be released at a time when the local low-skilled labor market is strong and when well paying entry-level jobs are available. In fact recidivism rates decrease by 63 percent. Employment decreases crime – meaning meaningful jobs reduce the impact of poverty. If elected I will support legislation that does the following: (1) decreases recidivism rates by creating pathways to employment; (2) diversion strategies for convicted youth; and (3) eliminating barriers to employment for low-income communities. (186 words)
	Text10: As stated in several other questions, Atlanta should be proactive in it's approach to economic development. It requires a comprehensive approach that: (1) Strengthens and trains the workforce; (2) empowers small businesses; and (3) facilitates growth and communal partnership. As for strengthening and training the workforce, investing in non-traditional education opportunities and apprenticeship programs are necessary. This includes providing grants to organizations that offer apprenticeship programs to low-income community members. Small business empowerment requires tax-incentives for small business owners and city-contract opportunities. Finally, community support necessitates community investment in the economic viability of their communities. If elected, I intend on supporting legislation that (1) sponsors public funded job-training programs; (2) offers grants to apprenticeship programs offered to low-income Atlanta residents; and (3) provides city-contracts to minority business owners. 
	Text11: Economic stability is intrinsically tied to the education of the population. Per national statistics, there is a intrinsic link between poverty and education, as education is one of the strongest predictors available for measuring financial success.  As demonstrated by the graphic, only 10 percent of District 3 residents do not possess a diploma. This does not depart drastically from the National average (as reported by the Department of Education), which indicates 94 percent of Americans possess at least a high school diploma.Yet despite approximately 90% having at least a high school diploma, unemployment rates (and rates of pay) in Atlanta are underwhelming. As of July 2021, the national unemployment rate is 5.4 percent. Per the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, unemployment for the state of Georgia is 3.7 percent. Due to COVID Georgia’s unemployment rate reached record highs of 12.5 percent. Additionally, in 2019 the U.S. Census Bureau reported that the median personal income of an average American income was $35,977 and the average city income to be $51,701. As Atlanta’s District 3’s average household size is two persons, the average income of $35,353 is not sufficient to live above the poverty line for families of two. This means that the average district 3 resident lives below the poverty line, despite having at least a high school diploma. Access to economic mobility requires looking to non-traditional forms of education improve income opportunities for the workforce. If elected I will sponsor legislation that invests in apprenticeships; support CTE certification programs being offered in local high schools; and support public funding for job training at the local level similar to funding in Massachusetts, Texas, and Washington. (275 Words)
	Text13: Emerging from the pandemic, the major challenges facing the City for economic recovery are (1) meaningful employment opportunities; and (2) the sustainability of small businesses. The Bureau for Labor Statistics reported that the State of Georgia’s unemployment rate nearly quadrupled in April 2020 when COVID made it’s fatal  introduction in the United States. With many states and cities forcing the closure of non-essential businesses, the pandemic has taken a large toll on employees and small business.  Meaningful Employment Opportunities: With the unemployment rate in Atlanta at nearly 4.5%, it is necessary for economic recovery to include not just employment, but meaningful employment that allows for everyday-Atlanta residents the opportunity to live above the poverty line. If elected, I will sponsor and support legislation that (1) funds apprenticeship programs; and (2) allots public funding and grants for job training. Sustainability of Small Businesses: As a result of devastating impact of the virus, specifically on the economic stability of all Americans, 1.9 trillion stimulus package was approved to provide relief to states and localities. $50 billion was set aside programs overseen by the Small Business Administration which will extend the Paycheck Protection Program (this program will receive an additional $7.25 billion in funding) $28.6 billion for “revitalization fund” to support restaurants, bars, and caterers; grants will be equal to the difference between a business’s pre-pandemic gross receipts from 2019 and gross receipts from last year. I will support the city of Atlanta assisting small businesses in their applications for relief to provide funding for small business and provide resources to connect small businesses with federal and state grant opportunities to distribute COVID-resources. I will also support a moratorium so that commercial renters that are experiencing economic hardship (DUE TO COVID-19) can not be evicted. (292 words)
	Text14: The Fourth Regional Plan organization reported that metropolitan areas across the country has created an affordability crisis that has placed more than one million households at risk of being displaced from their homes. From increases of property taxes to increases of housing costs, now more than ever, it is necessary to generate strategies to subverting displacement and support more permanently affordable and “resident-controlled housing” to “increase wealth in lower-income communities.” If elected, I will support legislation to improve renting, strengthening tenant protections, and economic wealth building for families that are facing housing insecurity in the following ways: (1) revising and enforcing the Atlanta housing code – providing strict penalties/fines for landlords and rent deduction for tenants that are housed in units with inadequate housing conditions; (2) allotting some of the city’s publicly owned land to create permanent affordable housing and reinvesting in shared-equity ownership structures; (3) reinvesting in public housing; (4) renewing all eviction moratoriums to extend until the decrease in the spread of COVID-19; and (5) working with local property owners to extend city contracts for affordable housing.   (178 words) 
	Text15: As stated in question thirteen, I would implement the following legislation  to improve renting, strengthening tenant protections, and economic wealth building for families that are facing housing insecurity in the following ways: (1) revising and enforcing the Atlanta housing code – providing strict penalties/fines for landlords and rent deduction for tenants that are housed in units with inadequate housing conditions; (2) allotting some of the city’s publicly owned land to create permanent affordable housing and reinvesting in shared-equity ownership structures; (3) reinvesting in public housing; (4) renewing all eviction moratoriums to extend until the decrease in the spread of COVID-19; and (5) working with local property owners to extend city contracts for affordable housing.   (113 words) 
	Text16: As stated in question 4, efficient city services requires transparency and oversight. Additionally, most residents are distrustful of appropriate city appointments and spending associated with agencies due to lack of insight and input on policies, procedures, and service delivery. If elected I will support legislation that would require the City Controller to provide annual reports of spending that are available to the public. Additionally, I will support legislation that requires every city agency that distributes services to residents to develop civilian review boards that will rate the agencies effectiveness and make annual recommendations on improvement. In regards to candidates seeking appointments to the MARTA board,similar to other city officials they should pass a rigorous process whereby they are required to meet the requirements of the position in conjunction with the appropriate experience level. 
	Text17: In 2018, it was reported that the city had a nearly $1 billion dollar infrastructure backlog - with many city services still not in a sufficient condition to adequately delivery for Atlanta residents. If elected the first initiative will be to audit MARTA to track the financial spending of the agency. Secondly, I will support aggressive funneling of city resources to increase the efficiency of project delivery. Finally, as the census reported that most residents travel by car, I will support local initiatives to improve highways and roadways.
	Text18: Sustainability is paramount to Atlanta's continued growth and vitality. The sustainability initiatives that have been most successful in Atlanta are: (1) Atlanta Better Building Challenge (450+ buildings committing to reduce energy and water usage by 20% by 2020; (2) Stormwater/Green Infrastructure Plan (as a solution to urban flooding). To contribute to sustainability initiatives, I believe that increasing beautification in neighborhoods that have been marked by blight is necessary and important. I will sponsor initiatives to establish urban gardens in the city of Atlanta, which not only improves environmental concerns but also acts as a smaller solution in the larger issue of food insecurity. 
	Text2: (1) Workforce Development: In April 2020, with the impact of COVID-19, the state of Georgia’s unemployment peaked record of highs of nearly 12.5 percent. Since,  the State of Georgia’s unemployment rate has dropped the unemployment rate to 3.7 percent, with the city of Atlanta’s unemployment rate at 4.5%. Despite unemployment rate recovery, many Atlanta residents are living below the poverty line. Deloitte reported that 20.8% of Atlanta residents are living in poverty. In District 3, while 90% of the population possesses a high school diploma or higher, the median income is approximately $35,353. I will sponsor legislation that provides meaningful employment opportunities to include non-traditional forms of education to improve income opportunities for the workforce, such as: investment in city funded apprenticeship programs that create pathways to occupational licensure; and public funding for job training at the local level. 

(2) Public Safety and Police Accountability: The largest obstacle to effective policing is community accountability and community trust. In fact, “Strong relationships of mutual trust between police agencies and the communities they serve are critical to maintaining public safety and effective policing,” as “police officials rely on the cooperation of community members to provide information about crime in in their neighborhoods, and to work with police to devise solutions to crime and disorder problems.” I will sponsor legislation that: create for civilian review boards to review and sanction police misconduct; sponsor partnerships between local law enforcement and community organizations; and make civilian complaints against officers visible to the public.

(3) Sustainable City Services: From efficient transportation to effective sanitation removal, the key to the value of life requires the efficiency of city services delivered. I would endorse legislation that: allocates additionally funding to improvement of public transportation; invests in the enhancement of highways – as nearly 43% percent of Atlanta’s workforce uses vehicles to get to work; and hire additionally city employees to distribute city services to match the influx of Atlanta’s population growth. 

(322 words) 

	Text 3: My leadership style can be described as rolling up your sleeves, getting down in the mud, and showing people how it is done. I firmly believe that you must do more than talk, you must do, and that is only accomplished with deliberate action and unyielding compassion for the people I serve. 

For example, during my collegiate tenure, I mobilized a team of 20 plus individuals to create a dynamic symposium focused on criminal justice reform, reducing gun violence and police brutality. This was accomplished first by identifying a need for such a forum to ensure there was interest in the project. Next, I developed a plan to create such a forum by evaluating pros and cons, as well as value-add for the law school students. Then, I assembled a team and focused each indivdual's efforts on their talents and interests to keep morale high. I motivated them with the vision of what is to come eventhough they could not physically see it yet. Lastly, I marketed strategically through partnerships with media and law firms to build nationwide support. 


