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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results. [For Mayoral Only] As Mayor, what will your process be in
vetting and selecting your staff and Cabinet leadership?
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?
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	Text1: Qualifications:

1. Proven and effective leadership skills as a small business owner
2. Perseverance - Through covid, when I could have easily taken the easy road and closed my business doors, I fought for my business and employees to ensure we stayed open and my team paid. Small businesses add incredible value to the community.
3. I am a nearly 20 year resident of Atlanta, a long time District 6 homeowner, a successful small business owner in the Cheshire Bridge Corridor for the past 11 years, and a proud member of the LGBTQ community. I have skin in the game to ensure Atlanta progresses forward.

Why I’m running: 

As our city emerges from the pandemic, we have a lot of work to do. In particular, Atlanta is faced with a crime wave unlike anything we’ve ever seen. We have racial divisions at an all time high, a huge increase in the number of unhoused individuals and an affordable housing crisis. We are, quite simply, facing a daunting amount of work and it is going to take every single citizen to rise up to help create a better Atlanta. There are many things that we need to focus on, but we can do nothing when the people do not feel safe enough to pump gas, safe enough to go out to dinner or drive down the streets which are often occupied by racing cars straight out of the fast and the furious.

Supporters:

Sandy Mollett - Former President of the Atlanta Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, Member of the Mayor's Diversity Advisory Council, and other board seats for organizations with a focus on diversity.
Jen Bhalla - My girlfriend and lean director for a private corporation
Mike Burson - Step-Father and 26 year Metro Atlanta Police Officer
Mitch Goldsmith - Fellow member of the Atlanta Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, now OUT Georgia
Erica Wright, Founder of UFirst Non-Profit

All of my supporters offer tremendous knowledge and value to serve as advisors that I can count on to better serve the people of Atlanta.

	Text4: When council members are not actively engaging with the communities consistently like they did to gain their votes, post election by attending neighborhood meetings, NPU meetings, or events and following up with the communities to proactively let them know what you are working on to address their concerns, we get the results we see today. I will be present, available, approachable, and communicate regularly with the neighborhood leadership.
	Text5: Because my mobile business serves the people of Buckhead, I know from listening to my clients, their major concern is safety. I will use my plan to address crime to ensure the citizens of Buckhead feel safe and proud to be part of the City of Atlanta.
	Text6: There is no reason to reinvent the wheel here. Let’s look at other successful cities and consult with their leadership on how they are growing sustainably. 
The film industry has brought about tourism and created new jobs. The tax credit for them needs to stay in place to continue this momentum, but when they frequently film in our downtown area that is in desperate need of repair, they should have to fund revitalization and leave the area nicer than how they found it. 
We should also look into allowing for casinos, allow bars to stay open later, allow for alcohol to be sold at any time regardless of the day. Let’s tax alcohol more. There’s always a trade off, and that may just be the way to do it to ensure the burden is not on the homeowners or small business owners.
	Text7: Every dollar spent by the city of Atlanta needs to be documented and available in plain, non-legal language for anyone to view at any time. We must be transparent with where our funds are going to re-establish trust between the people of Atlanta and the leadership at City Hall.
	Text8: I will fight every day to make our neighborhoods safer - regardless of income bracket or zip code. I will fight to hit our staffing targets to put more brave men and women on the streets starting on day one. I am pro crime cameras and pro body cameras, and as our next city council member, I'll fight to get our current cameras repaired and back online so that we never have another tragedy where we didn't have the footage necessary to catch a killer. I will also fight for de-escalation training for our police officers, and I support mandated therapy for our first responders. It's the hardest job in the world, and while there are many parts of it we need to fix, vilifying our officers in broad strokes isn't the answer. They need more support from us, not less. I will expand our existing program to bring more police, fire, and first responders to live in the communities they patrol and serve. People who live in the communities they serve have better relationships, fewer cases of excessive force, and fewer problems with profiling.
	Text9: There are models across the country and world that work well where crime is low. While all cities are not the same, research should be conducted to evaluate which tactics could be deployed here in our great city of Atlanta. As for funding, we need to make this a priority over city funded events and non-necessary expenses. If policing alternatives are a priority for our city, we need to find it within the budget to fund them.
	Text10: The city of Atlanta needs to focus its efforts and funding on repairing the decaying infrastructure. Adding transit is something we need desperately, but that is something that takes years. We must repair our infrastructure now - add bike lanes, sidewalks, and any other kind of alternative transportation that can be done immediately so that we can continue to grow and attract corporations that will provide jobs and opportunities for the people of Atlanta. We cannot continue to build on the ground that is crumbing below us. Let’s start there, and then continue the growth. 

Because we don’t have transit that was built for getting people through the city, and rather it was built to shuttle people in and out, we have to address our current parking and traffic crisis. We cannot grow as a city and bring in more cars. We must focus on pedestrian friendly sidewalks and bike lanes to continue growing as fast as we are.
	Text11: Working families need to be able to afford basic needs, including child care and health care, without going into debt. Every child needs access a quality school and education. Let’s ensure there are free aftercare programs. Let’s add life skills courses and financial literacy courses to the curriculum. 

	Text13: Crime is driving businesses to close, deterring tourism, and corporations are overlooking our great city as their next place to call home.

Starting on day one, I will fight to meet our staffing targets, I will expand our existing program to bring more police, fire, and first responders to live in the communities they patrol and serve. 

I will fight for the struggling restaurants and bars that managed to survive during covid by making the temporary solutions such as the allowance of to-go alcoholic beverages permanent.

I will create a marketing budget and put into place a partnership between the City of Atlanta and the Georgia Chapter of the Small Business Administration to ensure all small business owners have access to the free resources available to them.



	Text14: We need to pass common sense laws. The recent zoning law designed to create density in the city of Atlanta will not work for every neighborhood.  We should involve the neighborhoods in determining what works for their unique structures. We cannot create blanket legislation which does not serve the people that inhabit the city. Every neighborhood has unique and diverse features and challenges. We can’t pass zoning code, for example that does not allow the neighborhoods that people inhabit to have a say about what happens in their neighborhoods. Good government involves involves listening to the opinions and ideas of the people who live in these neighborhoods. Helping our citizens have more say in the legislation that affects them is what government is all about. It’s time that we create more opportunity for citizens to not only understand the problems that the city faces but make educated decisions and have their voice heard before legislation is passed. After all, the actions that we take affect the people that live in these neighborhoods, and without their ideas and opinions we are doing things to them rather than for them.

We need to utilize the already existing city owned land and build upon that to create more affordable housing. Atlanta neighborhoods can benefit from allowing more middle housing such as duplexes and homes that can be divided up into apartments without sacrificing the architectural aesthetic of a neighborhood.
	Text15: We need to push for more homeownership assistance programs. We need to work with our state to pass laws that protect rental tenants. 
	Text16: The city council needs to be more involved and ensure the projects are serving the communities and prioritized based on community need. Every partnership the city has needs to be closely monitored as it is our duty to do so for the people of Atlanta.
	Text17: I would bring back Mayor Shirley Franklin’s pothole posse. The citizens of Atlanta loved the accountability, and nothing has been done since she left office that citizens can hold their council and city accountable. 
	Text18: Without sustainability, we cannoth create a thriving city for all. It must be a priority for the City of Atlanta, no questions. 

The beltliine has been a huge success, and there is still much to be improved. People are getting out of their cars, biking or walking more to businesses. We need to continue building upon this and get more pedestrian and biking options throughout the entire city so that we don’t have to rely so heavily on cars until we can add more rail options.
	Text2: Crime: I will fight to hit our staffing targets to put more brave men and women on the streets. I am pro crime cameras and pro body cameras I'll fight to get our current cameras repaired and back online. I will also fight for de-escalation training and mandated therapy for our first responders. I will expand our existing program to bring more police, fire, and first responders to live in the communities they patrol and serve.

Affordable Housing: Our teachers, first responders, local business owners should be able to live in the city in which they work. We need to find, in the 800 or so acres of land that the city owns, spaces to allow for affordable housing for all. Right now, we have people on the verge of losing their homes and an ever expanding homeless population. Atlanta’s neighborhoods also have an opportunity to create more middle housing options in which our current zoning laws do not allow. These are cost effective solutions that don’t change the overall aesthetic of our architecturally diverse neighborhoods.

Infrastructure: Use already available District 6 discretionary funds to build much-needed street repairs including filling in pot holes, working to repair the Cheshire Bridge corridor (the gateway to District 6), install speed humps and/or speed cushions where neighborhoods need and want them, and implement the long list of tools at our disposal that help slow down high – speed cut-thru traffic that threaten our families and businesses. I will work with our city’s department of transportation, partner with MARTA, and our amazing neighborhood associations so that we can better connect all of District 6’s unique and historic neighborhoods with jobs, and connect our communities to the regional resources they need to economically thrive.
	Text 3: My leadership style is collaborative, seek to understand, and action-oriented. I will look to the community organizations who actively have boots on the ground working with our homeless communities and those who serve those struggling with poverty. I will attend neighborhood meetings to listen to the concerns of the community. I will always listen first, and vote second. I will fight for what the neighborhoods in district 6 want and need. I have built a business that has maintained a five star reputation for the past 11 years. I did that by listening to what my clients want, being proactive in anticipating any issues ahead, communicating clearly and with utter transparency, making things right when a client didn't feel we lived up to their expectations, being available, present, and approachable. I am tenacious. I am a fighter. I will fight every day at city hall for what my community needs and wants just like I do every day in my business.


