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Clarence Blalock
Atlanta City Council 
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2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire 

Please type your response to questions in the field provided. Please limit answers to 300 words or 
less. 

1.Briefly describe your qualifications for this office and why you have chosen to run. In
addition, please identify up to 5 organizations or individuals who are actively
supporting your candidacy and why you believe their support is important.
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2. Please identify the three greatest issues or problems facing the City of Atlanta and
specifically how you would work to solve them.

3.Describe your leadership style and an example of a strategy you have used to motivate
others and deliver results.
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4. Trust in the City’s service delivery and responsiveness is waning.  What improvements would you
make to these core service functions to restore public trust and improve quality of life for citizens
and businesses in Atlanta?

5. What are your views on the Buckhead cityhood movement?  What actions will you take
related to this issue?
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6. What is your philosophy on taxation in the City of Atlanta? What future funding streams
do you believe are needed to pay for the things we need to grow?  How should these opportunities
be evaluated?

7. If elected, describe your role in ensuring ethical and transparent management of City resources
by City employees.
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8. Describe your philosophy as to the City of Atlanta’s role in implementing public safety
reform. Which strategies should be prioritized, and if elected, how will you work to advance
them?  What partnerships are necessary to achieving success?

9. What role should diversion and policing alternatives play in the City’s broader public
safety strategy? How are these programs evaluated and funded?
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10. What role should the City of Atlanta play in economic development? What is your
perspective on urban redevelopment tools as the City competes for jobs, talent, and its share
of economic growth?

11. What role should the City of Atlanta play in addressing economic mobility and the
racial wealth gap? Which tools and strategies would your office advance, if elected?
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12. As we emerge from the pandemic, what are the major challenges facing the City for
economic recovery? How will your candidacy address them?

13. What strategies would you implement to improve the City’s supply of affordable housing? What
are the barriers to succeeding on this front and how will you work to overcome them?
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14. What strategies would you implement to protect residents from being displaced from
their communities, as housing prices continue to rise and eviction moratoriums expire?

15. What improvements, if any, need to be made to transparency and oversight on the More
MARTA program?  How should candidates for city appointments to the MARTA board be vetted
and approved?
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16. Describe your philosophy on the City’s current infrastructure backlog. If elected, what
strategies will you pursue to ensure forward progress is made? How would you expedite
project delivery in the City?

17. How important is sustainability to Atlanta’s continued growth and vitality?  What
sustainability initiatives have been most successful in Atlanta to-date and how build you upon
them?



2021 Candidate Pre-Interview Questionnaire

Please save your questionnaire  as "2021 CBA Pre-Interview Questionnaire - 
[Your Name]" and send to commbetteratl@gmail.com. 

REMINDER: Please complete this questionnaire and return it no later than           
5 p.m. August 23, 2021. In-person interviews will not be scheduled for candidates 
until questionnaires are submitted. The sooner you submit your questionnaire, 
the sooner we can schedule your interview.

If you have any questions about completing the questionnaire – or about the CBA 
process – please contact Nick Fernandez at commbetteratl@gmail.com or (404) 
408-6899.  For more information about CBA, please visit our website at http://
cbatl.org/.
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	Text1: I believe that City Council District 1, and the larger City of Atlanta, are facing a range of critical issues – among them a failure to deliver basic city services, inequitable development, environmental degradation, failing infrastructure, inadequate transit options - that seriously threaten the well-being and success of our residents. I’m particularly concerned about environmental issues like preservation of trees and green space, climate change mitigation, water quality, and increased flooding which have all been proven to more directly affect our poorest neighborhoods. So I’m running to bring a focus on and find solutions to these issues.My qualifications for serving on City Council include a Masters in Environmental Science and 10 years of direct experience working in city government during which I drafted ordinances, managed code enforcement, worked directly with city councils, and collaborated with city departments. I am running a true grassroots campaign and I’m going door to door to connect with District 1 residents and hear their concerns. No one will confuse me with a typical politician.I will maintain a direct relationship with all stakeholders in my district and the larger City and seek to represent their needs and concerns. While all of the candidates are using language of equity and inclusion, I believe that we will be judged by our actions. So I’m committed to going beyond sometimes empty phrases and achieving concrete results.I'm supported by the Save the Old Atlanta Prison Farm organization which is not a single issue endorsement but one that reflects my positions on a range of key issues including supporting our police while focusing on better anchoring them in the community they serve, preserving green space and trees which contribute to better water and air quality and cooler temperatures, and ensuring transparency and community stakeholder inclusion in all City Council actions.  
	Text4: We need to see what is really ailing faltering services - like garbage pickup and code enforcement - from the inside. We also need more accountability for city employees. I know that the level of city services we see in Atlanta is sub par and needs improvement and that begins with looking at hierarchical structures and making sure that city employees at all levels are  held accountable while being treated fairly.  Appointing citizens to City Council committees to look at service issues can also promote transparency and innovation.
	Text5: We need to address the valid issues that Buckhead has with policing and service delivery while pushing back on the negative claims and disinformation. We need to  have a frank and open dialogue so that Buckhead will want to remain part of Atlanta.
	Text6: Atlanta is a heavily taxed city and we need to spend to our current tax money more effectively. We would need to weigh the benefits of what would do with new tax dollars versus the negative effects of the cost on a business or individuals. The city’s property tax base continues to rise in recent years, but we can’t squander this as it won’t go on forever.
	Text7: As District 1 Councilperson I will ask much more of our COO and other city management experts and appoint more citizens to be involved in oversight.
	Text8: The police department needs to be fully staffed by properly trained employees who are committed to stated values of fairness and fully accountable to the people of Atlanta.
	Text9: PAD appears to be working well but, needs to be expanded to 24/7 and funding should be expanded. I think that looking at the number of arrests averted is a good metric of looking at the programs success. Currently the budget of PAD is only 1,500,000 dollars which is minuscule compared to the police budget. I'm not sure why this amount would be scrutinized when the police budget is not.
	Text10: We should be actively recruiting well paying jobs and appropriate development to Atlanta, but severely limiting corporate welfare. The use of TADs and recruitment can make significant gains for the city, but if these corporations are only bringing high wage workers from other areas, then we aren't sharing opportunities with existing residents. It’s all about making sure development benefits the community as strongly as possible.
	Text11: Home ownership continues to offer the most accessible path to wealth creation. We need to find more ways to offer homeownership opportunities through down payment assistance and loan qualification. We can make housing more inclusive and provide home ownership opportunities at every level of  the economic ladder. There remains a huge north/south development and opportunities gap in the City. So much opportunity and wealth is concentrated in the north creating congestion and inequitable development.  We should focus on expanding development and jobs south of I-20.
	Text13: We've given out too many tax abatements which hurt our revenues and recovery. We will have to tighten our belts as we're facing a budget deficit in the coming years. I've worked for a city during an economic downturn (2008) and we will have to do more with less.
	Text14: We should be looking at upzoning as a cost neutral option. I want to see how the 50 million dollar bond we passed in January works first before taking more robust action.
	Text15: We should be working with private organizations and devote recourses to help those who are transitioning after eviction. The Beltine's program to provide tax relief to legacy residents should be expanded citywide.
	Text16: The More MARTA program has been a failure so far, we need to fulfill the promises made to voters and this program requires radical intervention. I support Beltline Rail and would support board members who are behind that initiative for MARTA as well as those who are for dedicated bus rapid transit.
	Text17: As I've discussed elsewhere it is disingenuous to discuss addressing the infrastructure backlog without discussing funding. If a SPLOST is passed we can deal with the backlog, if not we must find another source of funding.
	Text18: Sustainability is the most critical factor to Atlanta’s long term growth and vitality. Creating the Westside Park reservoir is an example of a highly successful response to the sustainability issue of water supply and quality. We need more direct solutions like this rather than vague policies and pledges. The initiative to get to zero waste is commendable but we must all work towards eliminating waste on a larger scale. The phasing out single use plastics would be a good idea. The City of Atlanta did not pressure the Public Service Commission to use renewable opportunity when they had a chance as a stakeholder to speak. Atlanta should be a leader in Georgia in green initiatives, not just involving our government but it ways that make large impact at the consumer level.  
	Text2: 1) Infrastructure - The roads, sidewalks, and storm water drainage infrastructure are in abysmal conditionin District 1. I am stating the obvious, but I would offer an additional option to tackling the problems in theform of creating dedicate infrastructure funding. A 1 cent SPLOST would generate 700 Million dollarsover 5 years according to projections.I'm committed to seeing projects through from beginning to end, that is what we are missing right now. We can identify a problem but we don't see it through and we are afraid to have a discussion on the painful issue of taxation. I will also look at funding alternatives, but we will not have enough money coming in to deal with these issues currently unless we find a serious dedicated funding source.2) Environment and Green Space – The City is losing more trees than ever before due to developmentwhich is making the City hotter and causing flooding and pollution. The Council has kept kicking therevised Tree Protection Ordinance down the road while taking up other divisive issues like zoningreform that are not as urgent. We need and can have both good development and preserved treesand green space with the right strategies which I will focus on. There are hundreds of other examplesof meaningful environmental legislation that can be tailored to improve conditions here in Atlanta.3) Crime - We recently passed the 100 murder milestone in the City of Atlanta but we aren't engaging with the public on this crisis or acknowledging why we highlight some of these victims over others.Every life lost in Atlanta to violence should be acknowledged and mourned regardless of where and whyit happens. The answers to the root causes are difficult and that is why we have ignored them for solong. I will focus on sensible, effective and community-based responses to the crime crisis.
	Text 3: My leadership style is heavily based on constituent input and consensus building. I believe in going out in the community and making sure I hear from all stakeholders. It's how one can develop solutions that satisfy the greatest number of people while still being effective. I have a positive outlook and I view this position as one of service. This next term will not be easy with all of the challenges we face but I let people know that I'm fully committed and I'll be around the community for the full four years if elected. I'm not afraid of getting in the trenches.  People recognize and appreciate engagement and through real engagement you get people to believe in you and your goals and that produces real results.


